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‘An Investigation into Wu Taboos

(A Summary)

D.C. Lau

nation of the tradition that the
catise it was a homophone of B, the

The article is in six parts. Part 1 begins. with an‘e
pronunciation of the charac r E‘ﬁ was: clmn ed

tradition.

Parts 2 and 3 dcal with the Wu taboo as found in the extant Huai-nan tzu. Part 2 begins
with an instance of the taboo of the character B in Hsii Shen’s commentary on the Huai-nan
tzu. Through examples of the taboo of the character # , it was established that B was a Wu
taboo and not a Sui taboo. Part 3 deals with the taboo of # . It is concluded that Wu taboos
were observed in Hsii Shen’s commentary on the Huai-nan tzu, presumably because in the
course of transmission, there was a manuscript made in Wu times or shortly after the fall of
Wu.

Part 4 deals with taboos in works of authors of Wu, while Part 5 deals with authors who,
though living after the fall of Wu, were descended from men of Wu.

Part 6 deals with characters used to replace tabooed haracters, amongst which the
character # (or ,,% ) used in place of JFE deserv lar attention. Although # appeared
es int Easter Han, the author is of the
: gractcr is suspect. Probably it was never, or exceed-
before it was ‘used as a taboo substitute for # in the early Six Dynasties

opinion that
ingly rarely, ‘
period.




