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(A Summary)

Wu Wing Chiu

The expression shu yii appears twice in Chang-sun Wu-chi’s Sui-shu, one in the
“Biography of Jung P’i”, the other in the “Biography of Li Mi”. Readers usually take it to
mean shu-mien yii-yen (language used in written texts). In his Chiu Tang-shu Liu Hsii of the
Later Chin dynasty paid no attention to the actual meaning of shu yii Ou-yang Hsiu, compiler
of the Hsin Tang-shu, did not do so either. In r?ge%t times € g T ai-yen took it to mean
ch'u-k'ou ch’eng-chang (impromptu saying hi qpfmﬁ;x Tsu-mo took it to mean shu-mien
yii-yen. Interpreted in this way, the two-instances of the use of the expression shu yii in the
Sui shu would imply that Emperor Wen of the Sui dynasty was an ignoramus and Li Mi a
pedant. In fact, the expression shu yii should be taken to mean praising the good and
condemning the evil.




