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Chinese Rhyme-Prose: Poems in the Fu Form from the Han and Six
Dynasties Periods. Translated and with an introduction by Burton
Watson. (New York and London: Columbla Umverslty Press, 1971.)
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Here horned dragons and red hornless dragons,
Sturgeon and salamanders,

Carp, bream, gudgeon, and dace,

Cowfish, flounder, and sheatfish

Arch their backs and twitch their tails,

Spread their scales and flat their fins,

Diving among the deep crevices;

The waters are loud with fish and turtles,

A multitude of living things.
Here moon-brlght pearls
Gleam on the

Catching and throwmg back a hundred colours
Where they lie tumbled on the river bottom.
Wild geese and swans, graylags, bustards,
Cranes and mallards,

Loons and spoonbills,

Teals and gadwalls,

Grebes, night herons, and cormorants

Flock and settle upon the waters.
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This is its form:

A watery wasteland, tossing, heaving,
The sky afloat on it, on coast in sight;
Fathomless, limitless,

Bottomless, unending,

With waves like chains of mountains,
Now linking, now shattering,
Sucking in and spewmg back the hundre

Immense and. rless, trackIess and wild.
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