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‘ line of Tao:
ienealogy -of Morals and Laws

Lao-Chuang on the Col{apse and
the Pre-Ch’i ‘

(A Summary)

Yuk WoNG

According to Lao Tzu, th éctrine of Virtue emerges wherever Tao is lost, and the doctrine
of Humanity or Benevolence arises only when Virtue deteriorates, the doctrine of Righteousness
emerges whenever Humanity is lost, and the doctrine of Propriety arises only when Righteous-
ness declines. Lao Tzu considers Propriety superficial expressions of fidelity and sincerity.
Two scholars, Wu Ch’ing and Wu K’ang, vainly attempted to “Confucianize” Lao Tzu by
distorting his key verb “lost” to “moved” or “migrated.” Let us elucidate the essential
distinction between Taoism and Confucianism through the following list, where the vertical
row is Taoistic and the horizontal is Confucian:

T¢°
Tao = Virtue+ Humanity + Righteousness + Propriety +Wisdom - . . .
Humaneness (Humanity)

Righteousness

Propriety
\J

Cunni

In Taoism, Propriety causes, disorder and ‘Foreknowledge (prejudice) starts folly. Fore-
knowledge, the flowery embellishment of Tao, is due to the pompous display of private cunning
Taoistically contrary to wisdom.

In Chaper 11 of Chuang Tzu there is a value-hierachy or what Nietzsche called “table of
value” of ten levels emphasizing both sageness and kingliness:

. things: humble and lowly and still to be utilized;

. people: mediocre but still to be followed (rather than steered or guided);

affairs: tedious but necessary to be managed;

laws: sketchy and harsh but needing proclamation;

Righteousness: seemingly applicable only to remote relationships but demanding
observance;

Humaneness: seemingly applicable merely to intimate relationships but claiming
extension; .
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7. Propriety: binding and confining but claiming constant practice;
8. Virtue: compliant but requiring enhancement;
9. Tao: being One and needing easiness and simplicity;

10. Heaven (Nature): mysterious and yet involving activities.

Lao Tzu thinks that the essence of 7ao consists in naturalness and that a Sage who cherishes
Tao models himself after Nature. In Chapter 12 of Chuang Tzu the 10-level hierarchy differs
from the above one in both content and stratification:

1. Heaven: to act through inaction;
Virtue: to speak through inaction;
Humaneness: to love mankind and beneﬁt thing
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conduct;
wealth: to possess myrlad unlikes;

discipline enrootment: to stick to Virtue;

establishment: to nurture in Virtue;

9. completion: to obey and follow Tao.

10. perfection: not to let the will be blunted or frustrated by external things.

PN

This series accentuates inner sageness, whereas the 9-item hierarchy in Chapter 13 of Chuang
Tzu stresses outer kingliness:

1. Heaven: Nature;
2. Tao and Virtue (In Taoism, Virtue is the intensional expression of Tao and Tqo is the
extensional expression of Virtue);
. Humaneness and Righteousness;
. observance of dutxes,
giving names
. allotment of a
. scrutiny of perfi
motives; .
8. judgment or ‘discrimations of right and wrong;
9. rewards and punishments.
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nce, or forglvmg the guilty who committed crimes without evil

Forms, names, rites, laws, rewards and punishments are only tools for maintaining or
restoring order. Even Confucian Humanity and Moistic Universal Love are the appearance
rather than the reality of 7ao itself. Taoists denounce and ridicule Eristics or Sophists
(Logicians), Confucianists and Moists as ignoring the essence of Tao and propagandizing
its means and appearance to encourage hypocrisy. Chuang Tzu severely condemns the preten-
sions and simulations of Humanity and Righteousness, i.e. the mechanization, formalization,
and ossification, fossilization (rigidization) or petrifaction of Virtue. Nevertheless, Taoists
value Virtue spontaneously revealed.

The three consecutive chapters 1- 13) of Chuang Tzu quoted above are; in the Exterior

influenced Hsiin Tzu, t odox Confucian who o emphas1zed Propriety and Righteousness
rather than Humaneness. Hence, Hsiin Tzu became the pivotal point between Taoism and
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anFel and Li Ssu,

Legalism, because he fashioned the mind of two radical Legalists, namely,
t be borne in mind that, in

who exclusively accentuated severe penaltles and strlct laws
orthodox Confucianism, i
objectification of inner nt .
in some aspects, Legalism committed the fatal fallacy of misplacing the intrinsic value and
significance of both laws and morals. One question inevitably arises: to what extent were
Chuang Tzu’s dlsmples and Hsiin Tzu responsible for this derivative fallacy?

Lao-Chuang objectively described and interpreted the natural cyclic processes as a guide
to wisdom. Among the so-called “Three Treasures” of Lao Tzu, Benevolence or Human-
heartedness ranks first. As extreme pacifists, Taoists are obliged to resort to marvellous
strategy in defensive warfare. It is a pity that many scholars like Yang Hsiung, Han Yi
and Su Shih misunderstood Lao-Chuang to be condemning morals and to be advocating
cunning, brutal Legalistic authoritarianism and totalitarianism. Fortunately, this mistake
was rectified by Wei Yiian and Wang K’ai Yiin, two eminent intellectuals of the Ch’ing
dynasty. :




