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The Urban.Development of Peking

(A Summary)

CHEN CHENG-SIANG

Peking, the capital of China, lies at the northern edge of the great North China plain and is
in the north central portion of Hopei Province. It is bounded both on the north and west by
uninterrupted mountain ranges and its communication with the outside in these directions
depends on a few mountain passes. The east side is also a hilly zone, making transportation
hardly possible. A long strip of lowland follows the northern coast of Pohai, giving access
to Manchuria, but it narrows almost to nothing and invasions from this direction could also
easily be checked. This is the starting point of the famous Great Wall. Only the south side
borders on a long stretch of open level land that extends to the southeast as far as the Pohai
Gulf.

For long centuries, people in North China who wished to go to the Mongolian Plateau
or the highlands of Jeho or the Liaotung Peninsula had to first pass the vicinity of Peking
before they could reach their destinations on different routes and through different mountain
passes. On the other hand, people in Mongolia and Manchuria who wished to make a journey
to inland China had to first pass through those natural gates andithen the vicinity of Peking
before they could go south to their destinations. During'the Han and T’ang dynasties, in
general all the major military operations-against Liaotung’and Korea were conducted by using
Peking as the advance base. Both Emperor Yaiig Tiof the Sui dynasty and Emperor T’aichung
of the T’ang dynasty chose to have Peking as their foremost depot in their famous military
adventures in Korea. Therefore, as far as its geographical location is concerned, Peking is
really an inescapable point in control of the communication between North and Central China,
a fact is forcefully illustrated by the railways running now from Peking to Paot’ou, Ch’engte,

Shanhaikuan and Wuhan

The place was settled at a very early time and by the era of the Warring States
(403-221 B.C.), it had taken the shape of a city. The original name of Peking was Chi and for a
time it was the Capital of the State of Yen. Definite geographical knowledge of Chi dates
back to about 2,200 years ago, that is, the time when the seven powers of the Warring
States were contending with one another for hegemony in the China of that time.

The earliest site of Peking City, in the two millennia when it was either known as Chi
during the Warring States period or as Chungtu during the days of the Kingdom of Chin,
always centred around the original settlement east of the present-day Lienhua Ch’ih. Though
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the size of the city kept swelling in those remote years, the original site of the city never
changed. The selection of this site was obviously very much influenced by the consideration
of Lienhua Ch’ih and a small river rising from it.

During the sixties of the 13th century when the rulers of the Yiian Empire decided to
move their national capital to Peking, the traditionalsite of the city east of Lienhua Ch’ih was
eventually given up; instead, a new site was chosen in the northeast outskirts of the old city
and a new city was consequently built. This new city was the earliest predecessor of the
old portion of Modern Peking and was none other than the famous Tatu or Cambaluc,
famous not only in China but also in medieval Europe. The decision made in selecting the
new site was chiefly due to the following considerations: First, though the site of the original
city was ruined in wars, the northeast outlying area of the city still retained a palace in fairly
good shape for the emperor on tour. Second, the problem of water supply demanded a new
site. Clearly, the above-mentioned water system, limited in its supply, is serviceable in the
case of a capital city in its early stages but can never meet the-ngeds of a large metropolis.
As Tatu was the political centre of a large empire, the water supplied by the Lienhua Ch’ih
system was simply too little to meet the-ngéeds-of a big city, let alone the needs of a huge
palace complex.

Fortunately, north of this small water system was a bigger one, which, after rising from
the east mountain-side of Hsi Shan, first took the form of the many springs of Yiich’iian
Shan and then, flowing southeastward, was converted into a chain of lakes in the outlying
area northeast of,the original site of Peking. When the Chin rulers were engaged in the de-
velopment of Chungtu, this area had already been turned into a scenic place, which later saw
the addition of a beautiful palace for the emperor on tour. Then, taking the lake district
as a core, the Yiian rulers began to build their Tatu, a city much bigger than Chungtu.
The river flowing from the lake district was then called Kaoliang Ho, which later became the
water source for the north end of the Ta Yiinho or Grand Canal. At that time vessels on the
Grand Canal could sail directly into the lake in the centre of Tatu. This shift of the site of
Peking in its earlier days played a very important part in the city’s later development.

Here we shall see that the two greatest engineering feats in ancient China—the Great
Wall and the Grand Canal—had almost a head-to-head encounter in the vicinity of Peking.
Their close proximity adds splendor to the ancient city of Peking and offers also an explana-
tion of the importance of the position of the city. The Great:Wall gave security to the city,
while the Grand Canal serves as a channel throughwhich important supplies (foodstuffs
in particular) to the city kept flowing.

The city of Peking as we ségon a small-scale map is often shown as standing on the north
bank of the Yungting Ho. As a matter of fact, Peking is not a city facing the river but is located
on the higher part of a combined alluvial plain between the Yungting Ho and the Ch’aopai
Ho, the two tributaries of the Hai Ho, and even the shortest distance between the city’s original
site and river bank is no less than 14 kilometres. That Peking is not built on a river bank is
mainly the result of one consideration: In summer the rivers running through the North China
plain are apt to rise after heavy rain and as most of the river beds are unstable sudden
floods caused by heavy rain are very likely to do damage to a city built on a river bank.

The imperial capitals of the several early dynasties following the Ch’in dynasty were
invariably established at Ch’angan or Hsian of today. Later the national capitals gradually
moved eastward, and Loyang and K’aifeng in turn became the capitals of a number of dynastic
jperiods. The few last dynasties in China all chose Peking as the capital, a place about 910
kilometres northeast of Ch’angan. To a certain extent, Peking is to New China what
€h’angan was to the ancient Han or T’ang empire.
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The T’ang dynasty represented the zenith 'of ancient'Chinese civilization and imperial
power; yet at the close of this dynasty China: was in great trouble. After the collapse of the
T ang dynasty, the Great Wall lost its strategic importance for a time, and the Peking area
was no longer the ‘frontier zone” as it had been up till then. Instead it became part of a northern
empire, which was to expand southwards.

A nomadic tribe known as Khitan, the founders of the Liao dynasty, took Chi in 936,
used it as their subsidiary capital, and called it Nanking (the southern capital). At the beginning
of the 12th century, the Juchens, a semi-nomadic tribe, took over from the Khitan and
founded the Chin dynasty. They penetrated deep into North China from their base in the
Northeast, finally toppled the Northern Sung regime in land predominantly agricultural,
and built the kingdom called Chin with its domains extending from the middle and
lower reaches of the Yellow River to the Sunghva Chiang valley in Manchuria. They took
Yenching, renamed it Chungtu or the Middle Capital and enlarged it to the east, west and
south. It was square; each side had three gates. The imperial palace was in the middle of
the city. The southern part of China, however, remained a Han-Chinese controlled region and
the dynasty ruling the South was called the Southern. Sung! In'the course of time the Mongols
wiped out Chin rule first, then the Southern-/Sung;’/and ‘again made China a unified
whole. Like the Chin, the Mongols also'moved their administrative centre to Peking from Holin
or Karakorum, an even more remotely located wall-town. The decision to make Peking a
national capital during the periods of the Chin, Yiian and Ch’ing was prompted principally
by the desire to make it an advance command post, with no consideration of national
defense.

The city of Peking, displaying high attainment in the art of city planning, is the crystaliza-
tion of the long-enduring Chinese culture. The walled-city Tatu of the Yiian dynasty was,
right from the beginning, designed in accordance with a plan complete in every detail. It had
its salient features and special style and is an important part of the history of the architecture
of the world’s urban centres. The planning of Tatu is significant in that it had for the first
time in ancient China bodied forth, taking cognizance of actual geographical features, the
ideal in construction for a national capital, and it had done this by keeping as near its goal
as possible in a very creative way. This ideal design is described in a very old book The
Rites of Chou which contains a chapter called *“Notes on Construction.” The story goes
somewhat like this: The capital city should be a square with each side running nine /i long
and containing three city gates. In the city are nine broad roads’ running lengthwise and nine
roads of the same breadth running crosswise, thus forming a criss-crossing street pattern.
On the left (east) of the city is built,an”Imperial /Ancestral Temple and on the right
(west) is a national altar consecrated to the’gods of the soil and grain. In the front (south)
stands the emperor’s administration building along with his official residence and in the
rear (north) is the commercial centre.

The designers of the national capital, with this ideal in their minds, emphasized the
squareness and regularity of thelayoutof a city, and they also took care to place the emperor’s
court buildings (the Forbidden City) in the heart of the city. This ideal, though originating in the
latter part of the Warring States period when centralization of political power was gradually
maturing, was not seen in the construction of the capitals of some of the big kingdoms in
those times. Even with the appearance of the well unified dynasties of Ch’in and Han which
fully enjoyed the centralization of power, this ideal was still not realized in the construction
of such national capitals as Hsienyang, Ch’angan and Loyang. Only when the Yiian rulers
ordered the construction of Tatu, did people see for the first time the realization of it.

The Tatu or Great Capital of the Yiian dynasty was a city of impressive proportions and
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grandeur. The city wall with its gates, the palaces, drains, streets, roads, mansions, govern-
ment buildings, and store-houses—all were on a grander scale than those of the Middle Capital
during the reign of the Chin rulers. More important than this, the Great Capital was designed
on the basis of an elaborate architects’ plan. It was, in terms of the city planning in ancient
China, a most striking example of a model city.

In recent years concerted efforts have been made to archeologically reconstruct the
Great Capital of the Yiian era. Work teams have examined the ruins of the city walls, streets,
water system, and other urban constructions, and have unearthed more than ten building
sites of various types. Large-scale excavation work was done especially during the post-1969
years when a building spree was going on in the city. Through extensive field checks and in-
tensive excavations, evidences have been established with regard to the outlying areas of the
city and their general extent. The following are some of the discoveries: The city was shaped
like a square with its south and north sides a little longer than the'other two sides, and the
perimeter was 28.6 kilometres. Ruins over the ground/of’the north city wall and of the
northern sections of the east and west side:ar¢/now stillfraceable, and such ruins form what
is called the “earthen wall” insthenorthern-suburbs. The southern sections of the city wall’s
east and west sides correspond’to the east and west sides of the city wall during Ming and
Ch’ing dynasties; the south side of the wall was to the south of the present Grand Ch’angan
Street. The whole city wall was built of hardened earthen blocks, and the foundation was 24
metres broad. At the four corners of the wall were built huge watch towers. Close to the
external surface of the wall and at equidistance were constructed some beacon-mounds to
strengthen the defense of the city, and farther out was a broad and deep moat that girded
the wall.

The streets of the Great Capital were neatly laid out, and the city folks’ residences were
divided into 50 fang or community blocks and each of these 50 fang had a meaningful name.
Recent archeological investigations also show that the city streets were arranged like a chess-
board, that nine main streets ran east to west and the same number of main streets ran south
to north. On either side (east or west) of the main street that ran south to north were many
hut’ung (that is, lanes in the Peking dialect) equidistantly spaced. Each main street was 25
metres wide, and each hut’ung 67 metres wide. Many of the streets and lanes in Peking today
still retain traces of the streets and lanes of the Great Capital,

The life of the Yiian Empire, terminated by.a rebellious ex-monk farmer named Chu
Yiian-chang, stopped short of a hundred years!/ The new monarch called his newborn dynasty
Ming. The national capital of Ming'was at first'at Nanking. During the war that toppled the
Yiian rule, Peking suffered no ‘great damage. Chu Yilan-chang ordered the dismantling of the
palaces in Peking and had the building materials removed to Nanking for building new
palaces. The motives behind this were economic as well as political. When the dismantling
process was finished, only a few palaces of secondary importance remained intact. When
Chu Ti, fourth son of Chu Yiian-chang, was made prince of Yen, he took those undismantled
palaces as his official residences. When he seized power from his nephew and became the
third emperor of Ming, he made Peking the national capital again. He did this because he
saw the importance of defending the nation against a possible return of the belligerent
Mongols from the north, and also because Peking was the base from which he could spread
his power.

As Peking in the early years of the Ming dynasty was no longer the nation’s political and
economic centre, business activities in the city gradually slowed down and population de-
creased. When in 1370 the city wall was repaired, the northern side of the wall was made
to form a southward indention to the extent of five Ji or 2.9 kilometres—a measure taken to
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give a more efficient protection to the sparsely populated northern section of the city. The
scantiness and the general desolate look of the northern section were principally a result of
the southward shifting of the Grand Canal terminal. In 1292 a celebrated water expert named
Kuo Shou-ching, by applying canal locks, succeeded in enabling the northern end of the Grand
Canal to extend into the city of Peking; thus food-carrying ships could sail along a smaller
canal called T’unghui Ho straight into the Great Capital and could stay there mooring in a
large lake named Chishui T°an north of the Imperial city. Later Chishui T’an became clogged
with mud and the T'unghui Ho was also in disrepair. As a result the food-stuffs carried over
the water could be unloaded only at a spot in the south of the city and the situation caused
the city’s commercial centre to shift from north to south.

The Peking of the Ming era was an outgrowth of the Great Capital founded by the Yiian
dynasty. Because its northern part had a five-/i indention, the city in its first stage of develop-
ment was much smaller than the Great Capital. Between 1419 and 1421, though the construction
of various administrative buildings had resulted in.anene-/i outward expansion of the southern
city wall, the city was still smaller than the 'Yiian capital.'It was not until the mid-years of the
dynasty, when the southern suburbs'enjoyed-a great population increase and the need to streng-
then defense against a possible’Mongolian invasion was again felt, that an outer wall was built,
Construction of this wall was started in 1533 and completed in 1564. It was in the form of an
oblong adjoining the Inner City, with walls 22.5 km in length, including 6.7 km of the southern
wall of the Inner City. This explains why the whole city in later years was shaped like the
figure { &, ]Jand why the inhabitants used the words “inner” and *“outer” to distinguish the two
distinctive parts of the city. The total area of the two parts was 62 km?, by far greater than
that of the Great Capital.

The Inner City of Peking had three concentric parts. The innermost part was the Palatial
or Forbidden City, which had a perimeter of three kilometres, and was accessible through
eight gates. The second part was the Imperial City, about ten kilometres round and accessible
through six gates. In this part were the residential quarters for government officials and
various yamens. The third or the outermost part was the Ching Ch’eng or, the Capital City,
23.5 kilometres round and surrounded by a wall about 12 metres high. It could be entered
by way of nine gates and was protected by a moat outside. All the walls of the Inner and Quter
Cities and the Forbidden City were built from the best kind of specially-made bricks. At each
of the four corners of the wall of the Inner and Quter City and atop each city gate was a watch-
tower or corner-loft. Now, all the city walls' of Peking; excepting that of the Forbidden City,
have been torn down as a part of'the steps-for-iaunching an urban renewal programme.

The shape of old Peking was formed mostly in the Ming era. The northern half was the
Inner City and the southern half the Outer City. A median axial line, 8 kilometres long runs
lengthwise through both the northern and southern halves of the city and serves as the basis
on which the city was once laid out. The famous T’ienanmen or the Gate of Heavenly
Peace is right at the mid-point of this line. The Emperor’s Palace, now the site of the
Palace Museum, was also built on the foundation laid in the days of the Great Capital of the
Yiian dynasty. The median axial lines along which the two palaces were built were one and
the same,

When Ming rule declined and was being replaced by the rising Manchu power,
Peking was still fairly safe from the destruction of war. Owing to a striking difference of
cultural level, the Manchus were glad to take Peking as their new capital and to accept
everything that belonged to it. The Manchu rulers made no alternations in the overall layout
of Peking; if there was any effort at construction, it was made round the basis laid down in
Ming years. The palace complex, for example, was only a remodelled version of the one in
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the previous dynasty, yet even'in this matter the layout along the median axial line still followed
the specifications of the Ming era.

If there was any contribution made by the Manchus to Peking, it was the royal gardens
and related constructions. In other words, this was a decorative work for the capital. In
this respect the Ch’ing dynasty made numerous admirable achievements, equalling those
made in the previous dynasty. Scenic spots like San Hai in the Inner City, Yiian-ming Yiian,
Chang-chung Yiian, I-ho Yiian, Ching-i Yiian and Ching-ming Yiian in west suburb of
Peking are all colossal masterpieces in garden architecture to the modern eye. Peking suffered
from two pillages by alien troops in 1860 and 1900 respectively, and each time the targets
aimed at by those troops were none other than those great royal gardens. The countless and
invaluable art treasures unlawfully seized by those invaders have enriched many museum
collections both in Europe and America.

The revolution of 1911 terminated Manchu rule and Peking lost its long-held position
as the capital of a vast empire. In the period before 1928 Peking was in the hands of various
warlords and no construction work was ever done¢;’despite the fact that it had been made
the capital of the new republic. In October 1928 the National Government was established
in Nanking and Nanking was made the national capital, Until September 1949 Peking was
renamed Peip’ing. In the 600-0dd years from the days of the Great Capital in the Yiian era
to the downfall of the Manchu rule, Peking as a national capital had a tardy development.
In terms of population, Peking was inhabited in 1270 by about 400,000; in 1578 by 700,000;
and in 1910 by 760,000.

Since 1952 the administrative area of Peking has been expanded and adjusted five times.
Now it consists of nine ch’i or municipal districts and nine Asien or counties distributed in the
outlying rural parts. The total land area of the metropolis is 17,800 km?2. The census of 1953,
the first of its kind in the country, showed how the population of the city had grown and
how it was distributed. At that time the whole administrative area of Peking had grown
from 777 km? to 4,532 km® The census showed the city had a population of 2,768,149,
including 1,050,000 in the Inner and Outer Cities (830,000 in the Inner and 220,000 in the
Outer). The suburban population, 1,700,000 strong, was much larger than that of the Inner
and Outer Cities. The average population density of the city in 1953 was 611 persons per km?,
The expansion of the city’s administrative area naturally led to a sharp population increase.
When five adjacent hsien were merged into Peking in March 1958, the city’s population
quickly rose to upwards of 6.8 million. In March 1958;/a’second expansion of the metropolitan
area took place, almost doubling its _territory from 4,532 km? to 8,770 km?2. In 1963 it was
estimated at 7.3 million, and in 1974, at about'8 million.

Old Peking was a typical consumer city, yet in recent years, the metropolis has seen a
phenomenal rise of mining and manufacturing enterprises. Socialist city planning is gradually
turning old Peking into a productive city with modern factories and mines on its eastern,
southern and far western outskirts producing steel, coal, power, machinery, instruments,
chemicals, textiles and other industrial goods. The big plants each with more than 1,000
workers now number over 200. (In prewar years those plants each manned by 500 workers
numbered less than ten.) Many of the abandoned suburban lots have now all been turned into
industrial sites. The city’s total value of industrial output for 1973 was 103 times that for
1949, The self-sufficiency rate registered for light industrial products in Peking jumped from
48 per cent in 1965 to 71 per cent in 1972.

_ Along with industrial development, new residential areas have been built around the
iold city. Deteriorating houses are either being renovated or torn down and rebuilt. Slums
- of the past have been eliminated, in their place are tall new buildings and broad clean streets.
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All the dirty ditches in the city were replaced by large sewers. In the last 25 years Peking has
added 20 million square metres of housing, 1.5 times the dwelling area in old Peking. Neat
rows of apartment buildings have taken the place of neglected grave mounds, reed-choked
ponds and stinking pools.

According to city planning, Peking is expandig in all four directions from the old walled-
city in the centre. Since the main directicn of the prevailing wind is from north and northwest,
the new industrial districts are located on the east and south so as to cut down air pollution
in the city. Only relatively pollution-free industries such as the manufacture of clocks, preci-
sion instruments, food-stuffs and clothing and special art crafts are located inside the city. The
metropolitan authority stipulates that any new factory producing harmful waste liquids,
residues or gases must include installations for recovering and treating them and recycling
them back into production.

Satellite towns rising in the outlying districts will help preyent unlimited expansion
and over concentration of population in Peking itself. Two siich/towns are: the growing up
around the Peking General Petrochemical Works at”Chouk’outien whete the remains of
Peking Man (Sinanthropus Pekingensis) were found, and the other around the Capital Iron
and Steel Company at Shihchingshan, 23 km west of the city centre, the terminal of the
newly opened subway.

The built-up area of the city, approximately 2,100 hectares in 1949, was expanded to
7,500 hectares in 1973, and most of the new constructions were multi-storied ones. The boom-
ing industry and the improvement made in transportation also spawned the appearance of
a large number of workers® living quarters in the new suburban industrial areas.

T’ienanmen Square, the heart of the city, has expanded from its original 11 hectares to
40 hectares, big enough to accommodate half million people for an assembly or parade.
The boulevard that stretches east and west with T’ienanmen as the starting point has toppled
the dominant position of the north-south median axial line that for hundreds of years has
been the designers’ preoccupation when they set out to do city planning for the old portion
of the present-day Peking. It has also enabled the new city district to gxpand, methodically
and systematically, along an axial line that extends east to west. This design has not only
radically changed the layout of the city, but has also served the needs of the suburban industries
that are fast growing. The cast-west expansion along a new axial line, however, does not mean
the exclusion of the importance of the traditional north-south’median axial line. The major
difference between the two trends is only that onesis'a'new, creation while the other is a sort
of improvement. The new and the old-meet at right-angles’and the meeting point is none other
than the heart of the metropolis.

Viewed as a handicap to the development of a modern city, the majestic and imposing
city wall of Peking, after a long debate, was eventually torn down piecemeal in the few
years immediately after 1965. The space obtained from this wreckage was converted into a
parkway, with only several city gates left as monuments to the past. The central city area
has broken loose from the restraint of the old wall city, thus bringing a radical change to
the urban layout. With the expansion of the built-up area, a circular road skirting the old
city was built to facilitate contact with the suburbs and to reduce the traffic volume within the
city. The checkerboard pattern of roads in the old city is largely unchanged, the only major
modification being the improvement of the main streets connecting the east and west parts of
the old city—an effort made to break the partial isolation of the two parts due to the ex-
istence of the Imperial city in former days. Outside the old city the major roads are radially
arranged. The area of paved roads in Peking increased from 2.2 million m? in 1949 to 14
million m? in 1970.
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The streets of old Peking ran mainly in a north-south, east-west or the so-called checker-
board pattern. Few of them were broad enough and many were not connected to others. A far
greater number were narrow lanes or hut’ung. Without breaking up the traditional checker-
board pattern, the city has widened some of the streets and linked them up with new ones. The
larger of these were connected to form several broad transport channels in a round-the-city
pattern concentric to the walls of the old palace. These are again linked with a dozen new
arteries which radiate from the city district to the newly developed outlying arcas. Before
the war, Peking had only 214 km of hard-surfaced roads. Today Peking has nearly 2,000 km
of streets (excluding hut’ung) and all neatly paved. The east-west main thoroughfare, Ch’angan
Street, used to end at the old city walls. Since 1958 it has been widened and leads to T ung-
hsien in the east and Shihchingshan in the west, 40 km long from end to end.

By the end of 1972 there were 194 routes on which the buses and trolley-buses ran; the
operating business lines had a total length of 7,627 km. Meanwhile the total volume of passen-
gers carried was counted as 1,180 million rides.. Within the five/days before and after the Chinese
New Year of 1973 the total volume: of passengers carried was in excess of 20 million rides,
equal to the annual total in the pre-1949 years.

The routes taken by long-distance buses that travel to the more outlying parts of the
city increased from 43 in 1965 to 107 in 1972. The year 1970 alone saw an increase by 23
routes with a total length of 1,600 km. Now between the suburbs and rural communes there
is bus service everywhere except in a few villages deep in the mountains.

In the past few years, for safer traffic, some of the main streets have been divided, with the
lanes in the middle for the faster-moving motor vehicles and those on either side for bicycles.
Sometimes these are separated by belts of trees. The mumber of public transport vehicles has
increased from 164 before 1949 to 2,400 in 1974, an increase of 15-fold. One special feature
of the traffic in the city is that motor cars are very few and bicycles are in amazingly large
numbers. By the end of 1972 the city had 1,750,000 bicycles, more than 12 times as many
as the number registered in 1950. Early in the morning and toward evening the flow of bicycles
is a marvellous sight.

Peking is the first city in China to have a subway. Construction of this underground
railroad was started in 1965 and the first phase of construction was completed in November
1969. Starting at the Peking Main Railway Station, thissection of subway goes west to Shih-
chingshan. The total length is 23 km and there are .16 stations. All the platforms are inlaid
with marble and at each staticn the marble“is’ of a different colour. Scheduled runs
start from 7 a.m. through 7 p.m."and in every 15 minutes there is a run. Peak velocity is 80
km per hour and the daily passenger load is between 40,000 and 60,000 persons or better
than 70,000 on Sundays and holidays. Part of the city’s dugouts are connected with the
subway.

Peking international airport is located in Shuni, a suburban Asien north-east of the capital,
and about 20 km away from the city centre. It was opened for use in March 1958. Daily flights,
including both arrivals and departures, number around 80. As the facilities are now incapable
of meeting new needs, the airport is being expanded.

In the past, sandstorms were frequent in spring, but in recent years, they have been re-
markably reduced from the frequency of every 3 days from 1951-1954 to the frequency of
every 11.5 days from 1964-69. This is mainly due to the large scale afforestation of the city
and especially the completion of the shelter belts in the northern outlying districts. Tree-
planting has been going on since 1949. Every spring and autumn workers, cadres, students and
other city residents plant trees in the city proper and on the nearby outskirts in support of
landscape gardening. In about 10 years’ time, 67,000 hectares of young trees have been planted.
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Even the sand banks of the rivers'are dotted with trees. In summer the whole city is a lush
green and the trees give deep shade.

The old city is the core of the metropolis. Its function is mainly administrative and
commercial, most of the government departments, major shopping centres, embassies, leading
hotels and theatres are located here. The northwestern suburb is the cultural and educational
centre where the Chinese Academy of Sciences and almost all the institutions for high educa-
tion are found, including the famous Peking University and Ch’inghua University. Thus
the northwestern suburb of Peking has become one of the largest academic communities in
the world, West of this area lies the Summer Palace, also called I-ho Yiian or the Garden of
Harmonious Unity, a masterpiece of imperial garden design, which was first built in 1750 as
a travelling-lodge for the Ch'ing emperor. Further west the Hsi Shan and Hsiang Shan form
a scenic and retirement area. The Ch’ang Ho or Long River which originates from the Hsi
Shan, flows southeastward through the cultural and educational area. Beautiful scenery is
found along its banks which are dotted with parks. New parks and gardens, totally more than
40, many of which were built on the sites of stagnant ponds, are found in every district of the
city.



