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The Determination of the Beginning Year of the
Chou Dynasty and the
Correspondence to the Moon-Phase

(A Summary)

KaN Lao

The beginning year of the Chou dynasty has been a point of controversy for the last two
thousand years. Liu Hsin, a scholar at the end of the first century B.C., suggested that the year
when King Wu of Chou conquered the Shang dynasty was 1122 B.c. However, the Bamboo
Annals, a compilation of the Warring States, mentions that there were 257 years in the
Western Chou. This fact would show the beginning year of the Chou dynasty to be 1027
B.C.

The dating method for determining the year 1122 B.c. was based on the moon-phases
from the chapter “Wu-cheng” in the original edition of the Book of Documents. This is the
only reliable ancient record that was used for arriving at that precise year. On the other
hand, the year 1027 B.c. was produced from the record of the Bamboo Annals without any
reconciliation with the dates related to the moon-phases in the “Wu- cheng There is no
way to reconcﬂe the two systems that are so contradictory. .

year 1051 B.c. of the,
satisfied the agreeme
record. ~
For a long tlme\ scholars in preparing Chinese traditional chronological works for
ancient history were following the system relating to the year 1122 B.C. Since this system
has proven to be untrue, most leading scholars both in China, Japan, and in the Western
world prefer to use 1027 B.c. as the year for the Chou conquest of the Shang empire. This is
a good idea but for more accuracy, some modifications are required.

This article supplies new suggestions to solve this problem. Following the principle used
in the record of the Bamboo Annals is fine but to date the year correctly some important
points should be added.

Firstly, the conquest occurred at the twelfth moon in the lunar year which must be
identified as January of the solar year. Thus the year 1027 B.C., as many scholars use it, should
be corrected to 1026 B.C.

Secondly, the record of the Bamboo Annals should not be the only reference to determine
the year. The system of dating in the chapter “Wu-ch hould: e ignored. It must

the moon—phasegk nd nothmg was apphcable to the historical
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be considered as the most important pomt in t
of the Shang kingdom. Based on ibro
cycle of chia-tzu; n{ ; b y

record of histori ents. To fmake certain of the identification of the moon-phase in the
ancient record is. stantly required. A view of the moon-phase within the chia-fzu cycle
shows that only 1025 B.C. was agreeable to this condition. Therefore, the year 1026 B.c. for
the Chou conquest would be changed to 1025 B.c.

Thirdly, according to the ancient material quoted in the “Lii-li Chih” of the Han Shu,
in the thirteenth year of King Wu, the star Jupiter was at the zodiac Leo. When Jupiter is at
Leo, the year is mentioned as Wu during the Han dynasty as to the real position when
that star appeared. Since the revolution of Jupiter is slower than twelve years, you will find
that Jupiter at Leo was not a Wu-year but it was a Ssu-year when you go back 1,000 years to
the beginning of the Chou dynasty.

The conquest of Shang was at the twelfth year of King Wu, as one year earlier to that
Ssu-year. It should be a Chen-year identified as 1025 B. c

On the three points listed above, the co
is proven to be 1025 B.C.

As to the te
Wang Kuo-wei ar
to both of them :fgsuktmgf in a new system. Since Wang’s system used a seven-day week, it is
criticized by scholars because it does not correspond to the ancient Chinese custom. Tung’s
system suggested ssu-pe (the dead bright in the moon disc) for the new moon and sheng-pe
(the growing bright in the moon disc) for the second half of the lunar month; this is contrary
to the explanations ot the Han scholars in the commentaries of classics.




