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A Prehmmar -Analysis of the Ideological Policy of the T ai P’ing
Heavenly Kingdom

(A Summary)

Wang Qing-cheng

oril made Nan Ching its capital in 1853, its
leaders, including Hsiu Ch'iien Bt 4, took a mild policy towards Confucianism,
tolerating its existance. After the summer or autumn of 1853 Hung launched a campaign aimed
at the ousting of the teachings of Confucius and Mencius and works by other ancient authors
by the prohibition and burning of books. Only the Old and New Testaments and books
produced by the T’ai P’ings themselves were allowed to be published and circulated. Yang Hsiu
Ch'ing #3718 disagreed with Hung. In the spring of 1854, Yang through the words of the
Heavenly Father spoken through him, affirmed the value of the Four Books and Thirteen
Classics, opposed the destruction of ancient books. Soon he instructed that the publication of
the Old and New Testaments should cease. Hung had no alternative but to accept these
instructions. He proclaimed that the people would be allowed to read the Confucius classics

after they had been rivised. This did not signal a change of mind on Hung’s part, and to the
end of the Kingdom his attitude towards Confucianism and ancnent works remained as it was.
ThlS made the ngdom less attractlve for mtellectuals, and this was one of the reasons for its

the approvable of Wi m1ssnonar1esf




