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n whether Tai Chen # #E ever formally studied
~ under Chiang Yung 717K

(A Summary)

Chan Shing-cheong

In the late Ch’ing period there were several scholars including W n B (1794-1857)
and Wang Kuo-wei T B4 (1877-1927), who criticized Tai 7% (1724-1777) for referring
to his former teacher, Chiang Yun 681-1762); as “‘an old educated man from the same
county as myself”’ (& ) rather than by more respectful terms. Both Wei and Wang used
this “denial of his teacher™ ) on Tai’s part as evidence of his lack of moral rectitude and
went on to argue that one should not be too surprised by the fact that Tai Chen, in spite of
being a great scholar in his own right, deliberately plagiarized Chao I-ch’ing’s #— 7§ work on
the Shui-ching chu X#81E, (a matter over which Hu Shih #HiE wrote a very famous defence,
namely, “A Note on Ch'iian Tsu-wang, Chao I-ch’ing, and Tai Chen”, in Eminent Chinese of
the Ch’ing Period, pp.970-982). However, there were other scholars like Hsii Ch’eng-yao #F 7K &
in 1937, and more recently, Professor Yii Ying-shih A HiFF in 1974 who tried to defend Tai
Chen on the issue of his showing scant respect for his former teacher by arguing that he never
formally studied under Chiang Yung.

In this article the author attempts to show that the arguments put forward by Hsii and Yu
do not rest on a sound basis and are therefore not convincing and may even, at times, serve to
mislead. Both Hsii and Yii did not even mention “The Epitaph on M iang Shen-hsiu YLK
&5 B8, written by Wang Ch’ang T4 (1725-1 06) i 77 upon the request of
Tai Chen himself. In this-epitaph Wang stated unambiguiously that Tai studied under Chiang
Yung. Hsii and Yii also argued that Tai Chen first met Chiang Yung in 1750, but there is
evidence to be found in the K'ao-kung chi t'u % LFLH which shows that Tai Chen must have
met Chiang Yung before 1746. It was probable that Tai Chen first met Chiang Yung in as early
as 1742 through the introduction of Ch’eng Hsiin #21) and subsequently became a pupil of
Chiang’s.

Traditionally for a Chinese scholar not to honour his teacher was a serious matter. In this
connection, it would seem that Ch’ien Ta-hsin &XHT (1728-1804) had, in a subtle and
tortuous manner, criticized his friend Tai Chen for precisely on account of such a lapse.




