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A Chronié:le 6f Hsi Ling’s Life

(A Summary)

Yew Kwang Min

This chronicle attempts to give an account of the life and wo
583) with materlals gathered from historical and‘hteraxigy sour

Hst Ling (A.D. 507-
ing, one of the most

for the Court, Hst L as also well regarded as an exponent of Buddhism and Taoism in his
time. He served the- Dynasty in various official and diplomatic capacities, until the Ch’én
Dynasty took over when he drafted the decree of abdication. He then served the Ch’én
Dynasty until he died. The most important of Hsi Ling’s literary works was his anthology, the
Yii-t'ai hsin yung EEEH ok (New Songs from the Tower of Jade). It was recorded that Emperor
Chien Weén of the Liang Dynasty was fond of composing love poems in the early part of his
life, and started a literary trend which he tried unsuccessfully to reverse in later years. He
decided instead to commission Hsii Ling to ‘expand this form of poetry’ with an anthology of
love poems in which he gathered representative works from the early Han, but also included
was a greater number of contemporary poems. Hsi Ling, known together with his
contemporary Yii Hsin (A.D. 513-581) as “‘southern Hsii and northern Yi”, was also an
outstanding writer of parallel prose, and his extensive historical knowledge and refined literary
skill are evident in his Collected Works. i




