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The Jade of g States Perio%

(A Summary)

Yeung Kin Fong

The jade articles of the Early Warring States Period discussed in the present paper are
limited to those which were obtained from controlled excavations. They were unearthed from
such Early Warring States Period tombs as M1316 and M2717 at Chung Chou Road in Luo
Yang of Hé Nan A& F M, M1 at Shan Piao.Chén:in'( ounty REALLEEE, M1 at
Liu Li Ké in Hui Country ﬁ%ﬁ% \Ml at Hou Ku Ku Shih County [ % B (% 3,
M12, M14, M53 and M12 | Ling in'Ch*ang Chih of Shan Hsi 1IFE EIA4M 7kt M7
at Lu Hé in Lu ng County B BRI, M3 M28 and M49 at Kao Chuang in Féng
Hsiang County of Shaan Hsi BRVERFHEAR H, the tomb of Marquis Yi of the Tséng State at
Sui County in Hu Pei ¥t R§8%% 6 2.3, M471 at Yii T’ai Shan in Chiang Ling County 1B 8
M 1L, both M19 at Shan Wan (L/## and M4 at Ts’ai P’o 3% in Hsiang Yang County B
#&, M1 at Liu Ch’éng Ch’iao in Ch’ang Sha of Hu Nan #ig RV EI3£#E, M3 at Niu T’ou
Shan in Ch’ing Chiang County of Chiang Hsi YLPY{E{T.4-8H1lI and M1 at Pei Fu Shan in Luo
Ting County of Kuang Tung R ZEEBFEH K 1L.

In respect of species, shapes, designs and carvings, these articles still, on the one hand,
retained pronounced features of Late Spring and Autumn Period and, on the other hand, had
their obvious new elements. These new elements constituted what were the characteristics of
the Early Warring States Period jade.

In respect of species, convex plaque with two symmetrical beasts on both lateral edges,
open -worked p]aque in the form of two symmetrlcal drag j double plaques sword slide,

open-work, ming mu sfs and Jade birds, jade dlSC with phoenix on
both lateral edges, exq:u_is;te jade tubes, mushroom-shaped pommels etc. were different in style
from their counterparts of Late Spring and Autumn Period.

In respect of designs, the true features of c-scrolls, comma spiral, long-tailed tadpole
patterns, S-curve etc. which were degenerations of dragon patterns were difficult to be
recognised because the upper and lower jaws, horns and ears of a dragon were too abstract and
were independent of each other.

In respect of carvings, the technique of semi-yang wén [ 3 was seldom seen in Spring and
Autumn Period. It can thus be regarded as the characteristic of jade articles of the Early
Warring States Period.




