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The Four F‘ederatedeG?ro

(A Summary)

Yu Wei Chao

There existed nine most important tribal groups in the bronze age of China: (1) the Hsia
group in the region of the rivers, Yi and Luo, and the southwest part of Shan Hsi; (2) the East
Yi group in the Po Hai coastal reglon (3) the Shang group to the east_of .the T'ai Hang
e north part of Shaan
‘Chou group along the

and Ning Hsia; (7) the M
Hundred Yiieh group dlstr buted around the Tung T’ing and Po Yang Lakes extendmg to the
south-eastern and southern coastal regions; (9) the Pa and Shu group between the Yangtze
Gorges and the Ch’éng Tu Plain. Every tribal group manifests itself in the various
archaeological remains. Among others, the neighbouring Hsia and Yi, Shang and Ti, Chou
and Ch’iang, Ch’u (one branch of the Miao-man group) and Yue had once formed a powerful
confederation, from which came several earliest prosperous dynasties of China, i.e. Hsia,
Shang, Chou and Ch’u in south China, but as soon as a dynasty had once been established,
however, the federation to which it formerly belonged immediately broke up and in its place
arose long-lasting struggles.




