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The Legend of Miyako no Yoshika: A Canvass
of Literary Relations between Heian Japan
and Tang China

(Abstract)

Li Yu-Jiuan

Written in the form of citations, the Godansho (GDS) is a classical work that records
the speeches of the Japanese author, Oe no Masafusa. While many of the legendary tales
about Japanese celebrities could trace their beginnings to GDS, it has been in turn deemed
as a work that imitates the format of writing in Chinese miscellanies (biji) of the Song
dynasty. The imitation is especially obvious in the story of Miyako no Yoshika. Masafusa
chose to base his narrative practice on the Chinese anecdotal tradition, and expanded the
legend of Yoshika with details he incorporated from the tales of Li Bo and Luo Binwang
of the Tang dynasty.

This paper discusses the techniques and materials that Masafusa employed in his
depiction of the literati in Heian Japan; in addition, it attempts to compare the Yoshika
legend with Chinese sources and argues for the influence that Tang-Song literature cast on
Heian compositions.
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