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The Background of the Dunku Lanyan
and Its Features

(A Summary)

Wong Juen Kon

When he was young, Wang Tao (1828-1897) wrote a collection of short stories entitled
Jichuang suohua. Based on this work, Wang Tao wrote about 40 more stories and compiled
them in a new collection in Hong Kong before it was published as a book in Shanghai in
1875 under the name Dunku lanyan. Lu Xun commented that the Dunku lanyan was about
prostitutes and abnormal women, so the nature of the book may be considered asawork in
the category of yanhua fendai (the circle of prostitution and female). Actualy it is a book
revealing Wang's own thoughts; Wang Tao told the readers about his unfortunate
experiences via his stories. Comparing with other short story books during the period of late
Qing dynasty, like the Xiao doupeng and the Yeyu giudeng lu, we may find that the Dunku
lanyan contains much more expressions of Wang's modern thought.
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