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Grammatical Change, Chronological Strata and

Dialectal Variation

Chinfa Lien

National Tsing Hua University

Abstract

The paper examines the evolution of chronological strata based on three grammatical
words and constructions from the sixteenth century onwards: kang” and kap’, disposal
constructions and interrogative words in Southern Min. Kang’ and kap® coexisted in Ming
and Qing periods. Kang” was used in coordinate construction and co-participation and non-
co-participation constructions. The range of constructions it covered experienced a later
shrinkage to the non-co-participation construction due to the competition of kap’. There
are two types of disposal constructions featuring /iah® in the indigenous stratum and tsiong’
in the alien stratum and implanted from early modern Chinese, both derived from ‘take’-
denoting verbs. As evidenced in early Southern Min texts, two strata of interrogative words
can be distinguished, viz., the #” interrogative word belonging to Southern Dynasty stratum
(5-6" century), and the interrogative word mih’ the Tang dynasty stratum (8-10" century).
There is still another stratum as shown in #si’-tsui’, belonging to the Wei-Jin period (3-5"
century). Thus there are three types of co-existing human-denoting interrogative words, viz.,
ti’-lang’, (si’)-mih’-lang’ and tsi’-tsui’/ tsui’-lang’, reflecting different chronological strata.
Ti’-lang’ or its fusional forms have survived in peripheral dialects of Southern Min. Tsi'-

tsui’ becomes the Zhangzhou-unique form, and (si’)-mih’-lang’ the pan-Southern Min form.

Keywords

Southern Min, kang’/ kap®, disposals, interrogatives, chronological strata



