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sTE 4R S S ¥ |BF|BE|HBLE
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FPEECMERE - AR "CRNERE" - EEFENEHE > [ SS
P - HRTHIREN “fa/NatE " PLEAR AR BN E » Pk
B BB o« IEANABWAN T 55 3l » TR B RE EFHP M
HEWAE T EFRE - B9 5SS PPR T R/ EEEH" S50 X
iy RE IS 53 3R Y e S Y — ff 3 35 %% 2 (tone sandhi ) 7 HY (' Yue-Hashimoto
1972: 112) < 55— » 55 LRI v anyE - ERHIRERES T -
{E Ry LR (process ) MIZEHY » —MHEE S TP AIER ERUGREE T g HBL U R
HI BT B Ry R B AE E’JE‘EEY;T*ZQ 55 PR E A TR
Bk BRI RE AT RERR R Y H R — B > A15R 27 Ay -

%27
A 3 # (T+) #t
BT | 55 44 22 31 |35 |13
ANBB | BB | AR A
TR =% x| |EF ¥ | Bk | L

2 27 VLA 53 FRIP R BAGE (default) BEFR - NS iR AE I - H
tk - BVRERY 55 FRIPEZEMARTEIN - B PESEERRABGEIRIZ SR 55 - M
EAEBRRSTFHIRE B FER] 53, 55 fAT » 41015 28 Fr - 53 EANFE R PRI
Bl

% 28
WA S e ke #H %+
BEEA | 55 44 22 55/53 31 35 13
NE A BN | &R | BA
S E R S B+ | 2 ¥ |BLE | FFLE

53 FAREI R FRRIUBREERRTY - S5 R Mt — T B PN S ARE—iE -
SRR R B AL - 78 (tone) BRHEFECEWRE]/AME - 4158 29 B
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* 29
AMER | B (TH) ] 4t
B B3R | 55/53 44 22 31 35 13
ANEB | mEA(5S) [’ A
FER | BE x| ME | BE | BLE |BE

6. ILIF TR R IR

EANHEFETH - SR ERFETLN 8 - ik 29 FrleyEEZ
WARFEEM—Z - BERMTERRA - 55— ASCHRZ Chao (1930) ik
FIFEAREA R FEERRA S8 "2-4 [RH” - M HAMR — A E RS - 55— -
7% 29 RYFRHMERIE (BUE APy DU AR AR = SR — 3 AR B S HE T HH 2R AR »
MG EFHEF A AR R © TR H B B R ER B ETT BB - HE
am oAV (E - B2 H EIR S (EHEE R -

BHEATRLaR(EME R > B —(ErTE T ERIEZ E - Kt (&K
ARIGE) W& S AT (L) B8R & EAER - Yue-Hashimoto (1972:
92) FCHYSTHISE 44 7124 » HAMEZANZE 33 /113 (8023) - #EAE =AY HE
B8 [HWRFEFARER R — KBTS R S &SR - —JTHbE
TEFER ALY - ST E S W T SEFAL & T AP SEAE SR (40 Chan

(1987) - sREEEH (2007 ) - Cheung (2015) ) th¥f i ML T 55— ABHIH
J& (independently motivated ) 545 » E{FHEEEE - 7 29 AlELFIR G125 44 1
13 EARAEHELE - BRI S EIEZHE - B 3 BE 4 AEHEX - HE
F MNMEELEOE R EFERE LR IEMERILR - BERFRN TS EHEERNA
EEmE (1,2,3,4,5) HEEERANUE  NEERHIYZ Yue-Hashimoto [ 44
124 522 HAMSAY 33 F1 13 - EEFIRE =Y HSPU5 > H2 Chan (1987) -
Cheung (2015) DLk B8 il 7 30 4430 i & 07 T B9 E AR FE A 18 SR EY © Yue-
Hashimoto (1972) ks 4 82D UK » (H—££5515{F - Cheung (1986 ) Fwa& T
B HEHNENESE S » WifE ST R B s S il Rt e KR A&~
A - BRECIIER A AR EE AT XAV - FEE] Chao (1930,
1947) FCFRIBEIZIE - 5 30 PREEMH 3 A 4 -
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% 30
HHAES | & (TH) 5 4
BB | 55/53 22 31 35 13
NEFE e (55) | &EEA | A
ST E % s (2 S mF Bk | FBE

E—BEOCEFETREIN RS ER A FAFR S SR DR RS
mEET - BERARH B AL - 2B S FHEEHI S EEIRLE
POEME (WAEMERS SRV E TS REEAMER NHE S ) AR (IREEEH
2007 ) - {ERyIRE B HFRIG & > 7 30 B2(F 31 » (HEEHMEWERT - #2
FE R — AR 21 - SSEREFRARA 11 - 72 "2-4 [R&” N - (BRI HEE2 31
ANEESE 21 > B 31 YA B - 258 11 S AR AR - Al 2
£ Jones and Woo (1912) HYF#RFEECH Y RIS FREEIRZ — « IEFAR
B B i = 7 B Wth B R SO R s S Frac B AR - (S5 RAVEEHIELE -
FeSEAIGFBERTERR AR R R ~ REFi M m] » (EEE A B 26 PR - B i
IR R ERER L —  RABRE S WG EEAR - (HRBEYIE (1911 )
B HhBG R e - FERLEE S TR A W R R R TP YRR - (BRI 11
I > AT R R 5 30 BUSR AV IEAL o AR IR - M A T AT R Y B E
—H G ERAE, BB R TR fER—E R B REE /R E T
(tone) ; F¥F 31

%31
A A 5 b T T 1
A | 55/53 33 22 35 |13
NER | BEA(55) RIEA | A
SRR i<k B | BE e =r | BE

i (B IE R TR R IR W AR AR 1528 < SB(EAHME —(Ek
B EENEBERFE 55, 33, 22, 11 » fiEEMASSEKE (MIESEEER ) £
PR TR 5 - I E S H & 7 P95 55 © Jones and Woo (1912) F FARREAT
SOy - BN —RER R IL IS B B 7ERA - MMEHE A IEFATE THIsR
Fr > HEMEAR BT BB Rt iEERT - W% 32 AR o
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% 32
A Y (g (@3 |m4 ||y |;q
WmH | 5553 |35 33 3111 |13 22
SEM | BT = =% % L EES
NER | mEEA &R A A

T BAREE = B4R M BB/ MTIEIRE » SOGRAES B RS SR R
B U PEE - (R IUENIRAKME S (reflexes) » UBEARAEH
CHIME - 72 » B AMHE S MEARER - R TR - RHRE
R T o R BENRTG o SR B RE TN S AT RIS G T ik R
E o HELER - T ERBUE T S fifE N EEH A - ER 33 % - a, b,
¢ = ZefE &% (well-formed ) HE 2

% 33
Ei)e2 ¥ 1 32 ¥ 3 ¥ 4 ¥ 5 ¥ 6
EEiA 55/53 | 35 25 3111 |13 22
AR (5%) |+ + + + + +
EEBE + a + b C +

ANFRMAE e E R EEE /NG - B EEREESEFRSTH
ET o R EENEERE (empirical question) ; HEH - REHIRE - F
BE-af 97 b EREEH kok'] 5 ¢ AREAEFIFHIHERC - BN —R
AR - BEEE R EBE S EAREE AT PR EmIRE -

SUBBRHIZ AR - 3 32 REUBA - T [HER BB R R R S -
B (R E I I 34 -

£ 34
B 7 1 2 2 2 3 4 5 6
Bk 55/53 35 33 31/11 13 22
SFER | BT = [P % - Mt M %
N | HEaA & IE N A
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fgHE 17 - [kok!ERERERANSHT2REIE  HHEMTE
BRI EZRAIREZE N AR R A S - TUBANET IR - BOEE - HER
SR FE RS (S ENERVE 1 o (B3R 33 H1 a, b, ¢ = (A7 EH 2 RMEE - 5EHE
7 32 MIF 33 A EMHEZ IR 5 TEEAIRER -

7. Ko

SRR - B (sheng/ tone ) FHPUREN FURE T/ \E & B SUERE
PrafEls 5l B AMLS TN RES A ROt R B IR R s - B
RZHGEIR ARG R TR/ TR - (ERILRY » BIERRIt - /NFHREE
EFFEAFEIE (descriptive adequacy ) HYZRR - (iU AT EE  (HiEMEA
Wi LR A T R B s R i E A (R R IR ) BT iR (B
SPIR) AR BRIV UVBRRE AR A B i DB B R - AN E

2% ik

5 1973 - (UIRER) - &b FiER -

BFz 22009 o (HEHEMER) - B9 TLERHE -

VLEE - 2013 - fEERF(EE « BT B BB SIEE RELEEE - HBRECRE
TR ERC -

EREAL - 2013 - ERE Sl BB NG (LRER TR RNIME - BRNEFE =52
VR RS S B R O AR AR SORE: - H 8-10 -

IREFRE - 2007 - EEEFMEEFRAVI SV - (BREMIE) F 28] HB-12-

HERIETS 2003 - (EEFHR) o b BigEEHRGL -
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From Ping-Shang-Qu-Ru of Middle Chinese to the Six

Tones of Present-day Cantonese

Kwan-Hin Cheung
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Abstract

This paper explores how, and to a lesser extent why, the 4 sheng of Middle Chinese have
developed into the 6 tones of present-day Cantonese. We adopt the educated guess that the
4 sheng of Middle Chinese had the following realizational characteristics:

Class ping shang qu ru
Form level rising falling stop ascoda

Dependent on [+ voice] or [-voice] of the syllable onset, each of the four sheng had two
variants: lower vs higher. Emic split (labelled with the prefixes yin- vs yang-) occurred first
to ping and then to the other three. The extremity nature of the two ping brought about the
flip-flop of ping and qu in terms of pitch contour, with the by-product of qu and ru sharing
the same contour. The resultant 8-sheng system was in place until the 19th Century, when
yin-ru further split into two and 9 sheng obtained, thereby undermining the equilibrium
among the reflexes of the 4 Middle Chinese sheng. By early 20" Century, the sheng-oriented
analysis of Cantonese “tones” had been overtaken by events. The 9-sheng position was no

long descriptively adequate and gave way to the 6-tone analysis of modern linguistics.

Keywords

sheng, tone, Middle Chinese, Cantonese, ru



