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BASIC INFORMATION
THEO5234 Chinese Christian Thinkers

Term 2: 11 January-24 April 2021 Language of Instruction: English Quota: 30
Teacher Naomi Elaine Thurston Office hours: by appointment | naomielainethurston@cuhk.edu.hk
Time and Day Mode Classes start 13 Jan. 2021
Wednesday 9:30am-12:15pm Online teaching

SHORT DESCRIPTION

The present course focuses on prominent figures in the history of Chinese Christian thought in the 20" and early
21% centuries, exploring the ideas, literary expressions, and historical circumstances of Chinese Christian
thinkers from a range of theological and ideological persuasions and walks of life. Lectures will focus on how
Christian elites have responded to political and social changes in the turbulent decades of the past century, as
well as on how individual writers have grappled with questions of Christian identity, Chinese culture, natural
theology, Christian socialism and political dissent.

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND FORMAT
1. Introduce students to some of the outstanding Chinese Christian thinkers of the last one hundred years
2. Investigate the development of Chinese Christian thought against the backdrop of historical change
3. Assess the implementation and wider influence of Chinese Christian thought in different spheres

Session breakdown: 2 x 45-minute lectures + a 45-minute tutorial (class discussion)

REQUIREMENTS:
Students are expected to keep up with weekly readings (20-40 pages per week) posted online (BlackBoard)
before the sessions, participate in tutorial discussions, and submit their work on time (see class schedule below).

Grade deductions will be made for work that is handed in late in fairness to students who submit their
assignments on time. Details on grade deductions will be posted online for your reference.

GRADE BREAKDOWN:
(1) short book review in English (20%);
(2) term project proposal (bilingual) & presentation (30%);
(3) term paper (rough draft and) final version in English or Chinese (50%).
Please also see the ASSESSMENT SCHEME below. Detailed assignment instructions will be given in class.

COURSE BREAKDOWN
The course is divided into four parts, each covering Christian leaders and elites in different spheres of influence:
Part I: Culture; Part I1: Church and Society; Part 111. Academy; and Part 1V: Theology.
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COURSE SCHEDULE/SYLLABUS
Session | Topics Work due
Part I: Culture
1 Confucian-Christian Educators
Week 1 & & /I Wu Leichuan (1869-1944)
13 Jan. £ 77 7 Zeng Baosun (1893-1978)
2 Comparatlve Culture
Week 2 Identity: #47% %% Lin Yutang (1895-1976)
20 Jan. Beyond East and West: éeﬁ‘“ﬁz Wu Jingxiong (1899-1986)
3 Modern Literature
Week 3 ZE( 47 2 Lao She (1899-1966)
27 Jan. 144 Shi Tiesheng (1951-2010)
Part I1. Church and Society
4 Independent Chinese Church Leaders
Week 4 £ #7& Wang Mingdao (1900-1991)
3 Feb. /7 <% Watchman Nee (1903-1972)
5 Evangelicals and Conservatives
Week 5 B+ Marcus Chen (1884-1964) Book review due
10 Feb. B %44 Jia Yuming (1880-1964)
Week 6 Lunar New Year Holiday 11 Feb.-17 Feb.
6 TSM: Z##55Y. T. Wu (1893-1979); 7 7#5//K. H. Ting (1915-2012)
Week 7 Comrade Christ: %442 Zhu Weizhi (1905-1999)
24 Feb. Fef1# Zhang Shizhang (1896-?)
7 Exiles and Dissidents:
Week 8 78 Yu Jie (1973-), 7% Wang Yi (1973-) Paper topic due
3 Mar. Reflections on the Church in China
Part 111. Academy
8 Christian Scholarship and Religious Studies
Week 9 X E — Zhao Fusan (1926-2015)
10 Mar. 1 HEE Xie Fuya (1892-1991)
9 Christian Theology as Academic Trend:
Week 10 2/ # Liu Xiaofeng (1956-) Imports Western Christian Thought in
17 Mar. the Late 20th Century
10 A Comparativist’s Conversation with Christianity:
Week 11 #7Z £ Yang Huilin (1954-) and Sino-Christian Encounters Proposal due
24 Mar, Personal reflections by a former student
Part IV: Theology
11 Theology in China:
Week 12 %= Zhao Zichen (T. C. Chao) (1888-1979) Return proposals
31 Mar.
Week 13 Easter
12 Feminist Theology in the 21% Century:
Week 14 25 % Kwok Pui-lan (Guo Peilan) (1952-) Student
14 April Presentations
13 The Teacher:
Week 15 2 774 Zhang Lisheng (Lit-sen Chang) (1904-1996) Final paper due
21 April Personal reflections by a former student
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*PLEASE NOTE THAT READINGS ARE POSTED IN BLACKBOARD EVERY WEEK BEFORE THE SESSION*
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(REHIERY (Ll FEWEEHER, 1940 .
(EBEmAEY (L. HEWEER, 1940 .

A (REND . GEEHURPEBMEEE) (. 30, 198D .

MEESE:  CRE BRI G EEME (1927-1937) ), (EAMSEIATY , 55 4558 28 (199D .

me R (TR ERERN 2T e ol )1 B 2R 2 T ) i S P B O PR A ), PR SR:  (BUAX
Ph BB S B —— . TR R E R g ) (. BRI B AR, 1999) .
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ASSESSMENT SCHEME
1. Book report (E) 1,500 English words 20% of final grade
2. Presentation (E)  1-2-page proposal handout 30% of final grade
3. Final Paper (E/C) 4,000 English words/6,400 %4  50% of final grade

100%

Please note that detailed instructions on assignments will be given in class and posted online. The following
overview serves as a general reference.

1. Book Review
a. Choose a work written about one of the Chinese Christian thinkers introduced in this course.
Some examples will be given, but you are free to choose a book, in English or Chinese, that
interests you.
b. What to include in your review:
I. State the book’s overall argument and purpose clearly and succinctly. Situate the work in
a particular discipline, field of study, and/or discourse.
ii. Provide an overview of the work’s content.
iii. Highlight the work’s uniqueness and/or drawbacks.
Iv. Assess its general contribution and significance.
v. Make a recommendation and specify the target audience.

2. Presentation Prepare a short presentation on the topic of your final paper. Please supply a handout with
your central argument (thesis), subsidiary points of questions, and working bibliography.
Presentation Outline:
1. Aim of the research or central research question
2. Statement of interest in the topic
3. Rough outline/sketch (sub headings)
4. List of initial sources (works cited, bibliography in progress)
5. Expected difficulties and how you might resolve these

3. Term project and final paper

a. For your term project, write on one of the Christian thinkers covered in the course, or a
Chinese Christian writer/theologian you are already somewhat familiar with. Please follow
the schedule for submitting assignments (paper topic, proposal, presentation, final draft — see
course schedule above, or amendments in BlackBoard).

b. Your paper should be written in academic register and consistently follow one academic citation
style such as Chicago, MLA, or APA. Check online resources such as:
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/book/ed17/frontmatter/toc.html.

c. Consult relevant primary and secondary sources and cite appropriately.

d. You may want to consider using a program such as Grammarly (https://www.grammarly.com/) or
other language correction programs.
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GRADING RUBRIC FOR FINAL PAPER
CATEGORY Excellent Good Fair Inadequate

Introduction/ *exceptional *proficient *basic *weak or no

Thesis introduction that | introduction that | introduction that | introduction of
sparks interest is interesting and | states topic but topic.
and states topic. states topic. lacks interest. **paper’s purpose
** exceptionally | **thesis is clear **thesis is is unclear/thesis is
clear thesis, and arguable somewhat clear weak or missing.
arguable, well- statement of and arguable.
developed, position.
statement.

Quality of *paper is *information *information *information has

Information/ exceptionally well | relates to the main | relates to the main | little or nothing to

Evidence researched and topic. topic, few details | do with the thesis.
appropriately **paper is well- and/or examples. | **information has
detailed; researched in ** limited variety | weak or no
historical detail and froma | of sources. connection to the
accuracy variety of sources. thesis.
**information
clearly relates to
the thesis.

Support of *exceptionally *consistent *some *limited or no

Thesis/Analysis critical, relevant connections made | connections made | connections made
and consistent between evidence | between evidence | between evidence
connections and thesis and thesis. and thesis.
between evidence | **good analysis. | **some analysis. | **lack of
and thesis. analysis.
**rigorous
analysis.

Conclusion *excellent *good summary *basic summary *lack of summary

summary of topic
with concluding
ideas that impact
reader.
**introduces no
new information.

of topic with clear
concluding ideas.
**introduces no
new information.

of topic with
some final
concluding ideas.
**introduces no
new information.

of topic.

Organization/

*exceptionally

*clear and logical

*somewhat clear

*lacks

Development of | clear, logical, order that and logical development of
Thesis mature, and supports thesis development with | ideas with weak
thorough with good basic transitions or no transitions
development of transitions between and between and
thesis, excellent between and within within
transitions within paragraphs. paragraphs.
between and paragraphs.
within
paragraphs.

Citation/ *conforms to *conforms to *frequent errors *lack of academic
Bibliography academic rules for | academic rules for | in academic format/numerous
formatting and formatting and format. errors.
Format citation of sources | citation of sources
are perfect. with minor
exceptions.
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GENERAL GRADING PoLICY
The grading follows the general grading policy of the CUHK outlined below (in short form):

Grade A / Excellent: Outstanding performance on ALL learning outcomes.

Demonstrates the ability to synthesize and apply the principles or skills learned in the
course in a manner that would surpass the normal expectations at this level and typical of
standards that may be common at higher levels of study.

Grade A- / Very Good: Generally outstanding performance on all or almost all learning outcomes.
Demonstrates the ability to synthesize and apply the principles or skills learned in the
course in a manner that would fully fulfill the normal expectations at this level and
occasionally reaches standards that may be common at higher levels of study.

Grade B / Good: Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, OR high performance on some
learning outcomes which compensates for slightly less satisfactory performance on
others, resulting in overall substantial performance.

Demonstrates the ability to apply the principles or skills learned in the course in a
comprehensive manner that would sufficiently fulfill the normal expectations at this
level.

Grade C / Fair: Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes.

Demonstrates the ability to partially apply the principles or skills learned in the course in
a manner that would meet the basic requirement at this level.

Grade D / Pass: Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes.

Addresses the task inadequately by meeting the basic requirement at this level only in
some areas while responding minimally with possibly tangential content in others.

Grade F / Failure: Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet
specified assessment requirements.

Fails to address the task and likely does not understand what the task requires. In other
words, the work completely misses the point.

SUBMITTING YOUR WORK

1. Upload your assignment to BLACKBOARD. Only Word-format is accepted. PDF is regarded as non-
submission. Clearly indicate your name, the date, and the course name and number on your submission.

2. At the same time also upload a soft copy of the completed assignment to the plagiarism detection engine
VeriGuide, at the URL.: https://veriguide2.cse.cuhk.edu.hk/cuhk/

3. The system will issue a receipt that also contains a declaration of honesty, which is the same as that in
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p10.htm. The declaration should be uploaded in PDF to
BLACKBOARD.

4. Please check the university’s academic honesty guide: http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/.
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