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The Cedgra‘p‘h“i‘t“:al Distribution of the Yen-kuan,
Tieh-kuan and Kung-kuan in the
Former Han Dynasty

(A Summary)

Yang Yuan

The “Treatise in the Han-shu recorded the details of the yen-kuan
(office for salt), tie (office iron) and kung-kuan (office for artisan) in the
Former Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-8 AD) with great inaccuracy and incompleteness.
As a result, historians have always been misled. Since then no accuate map has been
made to show the geographical distribution of the yen-kuan, tieh-kuan and kung-kuan
based on the record of the «Treatise on Geography” in the Han-shu. In this article,
the author presents an accurate account concerning the yen-kuan, tieh-kuan and kung-
kuan and shows their geographical distribution on the map.

The economic activities of China during the Former Han period can be clearly
understood from the geographical distribution of the yen-kuan, tieh-kuan and kung-kuan.
After a careful study, the author finds that the geographical distribution of talents and
the density of population during the Former Han Dynasty were intimately related to
the geographical distribution of the yen-kuan, tieh-kuan and kung-kuan.

In addition, the author also finds that the present Shantung province ranked first
in the geographical distribution of the yen-kuan, ti and kungskuan during the
Former Han Dynasty, { wed by H el «Kia‘;ngsn,‘fH a and Shensi respectively.
All these provinces W 1 nd cultural. centers 0 he Former Han Dynasty,
alow River Valley. At the same time, Szechwan




