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17 G. Lanning & S. Couling: The Histosy of Shanghai, p. 301, It was thought desirable,
however, to rescue the Taotai, Woo: ( #2447 ) and two gentlemen from the settlement, Dr.
Hall and Mr. Caldecott Smith, went into the city, and baving disguised the ex-trader-official
got him to the wall after losing their way in the streets, and h?fe,mﬁdéﬂp%ng the example
of Joshua’s spies, except for the baskets, he was let down an. en first to Dr. Yate's ( &
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23 C. Montalto de Jesus, Historic Shanghai. pp. 60-61, * The insurgent horde consisted
mainly of Conten and Fukien junkmen and a good sprinkling of Ningpo braves. There
were serveral foreign mercenaries, deserters from ships; also several straits-born Chinese
speaking English fluently. For headquarters the chiefs chose the ho > formerly serving as
the British consulate. Lew ( ZiHJi|), the commanding chi i:sugar-broker of Can-
ton, was the founder of -the: Triad Society ) a8 , whose adherents formed
. t in impor being the Small Sword Society (/\7J&).
Another leader had been a tea broker. The most warlike of them was a former mafoo
( ¥§32) of the British consul and other local residents, Chin Alin ( BERIFK) .7
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Factors Governing the Rise and Survival of the Secret
Societies as Reflected by the Riotous Incidents in
Shanghai during the Early Period of Treaty-Port Trade

(A Summary)

Wang Erh-min

The study of modern Chinese history during the last seventy years is
characterized by immense interest in the developments in diplomacy and revolution.
Any study on revolution, however, will inevitably. ;'tvouch on issues relating to the
secret societies, which is worthy of independent study. Ever since the founding of the
Republic, historians have been exploring the significance of secret societies from two
points of view: their role in national revolution pnd their_ r Iati‘oﬁéhip with peasant
revolt. While this approach has 1ts merits, -it tends
tions, such pertaining: rival

we examine the cau
treaty-port trade. - :

Shanghai was opened up to the world as ome of the five treaty ports on 17th
November 1843. After four years, on 8th March 1848, three British missionaries,
when distributing religious tracts in the Ch’ing-pu region of Shanghai, were beaten up
and robbed of their valuable by a large mob of unemployed canal labourers, This
incident led to a Sino-British confrontation, with the British Ambassador to China,
Rutherford Alcock, threatening to detain the Chinese grain ships as a retaliation.
It was finally peacefully settled by severe punishments handed down to the assailants
and more compensations. This incident, often misleadingly described as the “Ch’ing-
pu anti-missionary incident”, in fact had nothing to do with religion. What caused the
incident was the restlessness of the large number of canal labourers, mostly natives
of Shantung, who were unemployed Owing to the' neghgance in canal management
in the Tao-kuang period, . ram from SoulhyClnna could only be shipped as far as
Shanghai where th to g0 by sea to Tungchou in the proximity of Peking.
ere ‘unloaded, all sailors, helmsmen, boat-pullers, and coolies

When grain ships.
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were at a loose en Jobless and in straitened circumstances, they put the blame on
sea transport in Shanghai and looked for chances to create trouble to relieve their
boredom. It was at this juncture that the three missionaries came on the scene, and
a Sino-British confrontation was thus engendered with the attack on them by the canal
labourers.

Since the Early Ch’ing dynasty, the canal transportation of grain from south
to north was the economic activity which demanded the greatest attention in the
maintenance of law and order. Leaving aside the huge orgamzxatlon and the large
number of government departments involved m this . the fleets alone
amounted to more than 120, whose members orga ze thelr labour union the “An-
imply: the 1g Sogiety”. * This society had more than one
hundred subdivi each bearmg its own name and banner. Compulsory member-
ship was enforced :for  everyone working in canal transportation. Unique in its
membership and well organized, the “Ch’ing Society” was co-operative with the
government in normal times. But the sudden shift to sea transport dealt its members
a severe blow and they were quick to vent their grievances. The above incident was
but a reflecticn of the state of mind they were in,

Another incident took place ten years after the opening of the Shanghai treaty-
port. On 7th September 1853, members of the Small Sword Society, an organization
centred outside the walls of the city of Shanghai, broke through the eastern gate,
entered the city, killed the magistrate, and hoisted their own banner. They occupied
Shanghai and fought against the Ch’ing army for one and a half year. It was not
i support of the French
ost of the leaders of the

Ch’ing Society,’

\ ‘a branch of the “Hung Men”, was a clandestine
organization which gmated from South China. Most of its members involved in
this Shanghai incident were natives of Fukien and Kwangtung, mainly consisting of
junk owners, with cargo freights as their major source of income. After the opening
of the five treaty ports, steamers from Britian and America replaced junks and they
were gradually forced out of business and their employees out of a job.

These labourers who stayed temporarily in Shanghai grouped themselves
together through the fellow provincials’ associations whose leaders in turn persuaded
them to join the Small Sword Society. Incidentially, the Shanghai magistrate Wu
Chien-chang was himself a Cantonese who worked formerly for a foreign firm. After
the Taipings occupied Nanking, he enlisted about a thousand labourers from Fukien
and Kwangtung and made them the mamstay of regional. defenc 3
again dismissed and made jobless. ;

Later, they were

htention which was to
make them a force to e chleﬂy held responsible for

riots, which finally. ended ‘up in ‘the occupation of the city, the killing of the magistrate
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and his staff, and the looting of the government repository, taking Shanghai under their
control. P ) ,
Both the “Ch’ing Society” and the “Hung Men” were large organizations
belonging to two different streams of the Chinese umnderworld. They differed in back-
ground, in organizational structure as well as in the process of evolution. But they
shared the common feature of being a social organization made up of labourers of
lower social stratrum and not of peasants. And they were also organizations whose
membership was restricted to male adults. Their banding together :was grounded cn
labour union which had no

the need for security in life and employment formin,
political ambitions. W ; vol:utmnary thinking by their leadc:
That ace "_nts for the precongeived idea that the nature of ‘he
rinsically anu-government an idea which fails to take into

they became rebel

sacret societies w
account other 1mportant functions of these organizations.




