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Kuang-ya shu-cheng

(A Summary)

Chan Hung Kan

The concept of sheng-chuan ¥ firstly appeared in Yang Hsiung’s Fang-yen BENS.
Kuo P’u 58 adopted this concept and used the terms of yii sh hu‘dn %‘Egﬁ sheng chih
chuan, mou-sheng chih chuan %%Zﬁ bes1des chuezns HE

Scholars of the Ch’ie
detailed explainatio
Chuan-yii put forward the idea that characters which are wei-t'ung fi[f] or tung-wei iz
are likely to have similar meaning. Tai in his later work Fang-yen shu-cheng also emphasized
the importance of the concept of chuan-yii.

The present article takes all the examples given in the Kuang-ya shu-cheng and looks at
their pronunciation in the light of the phonological reconstructions proposed by contemporary
scholars. It is found that characters that are said to be have sheng-chuan mostly have the
same kind, if not the same, initials. As for the finals, the relations may be that of tui-chuan ¥}
W, p'ang-chuan 3%¥, or t'ung-chuan i&®™. There are only a few exceptions. Huang K’an il
considered that the so-called yin-chuan & ¥ put forward by Wang Nien-sun is the same as
shuang-sheng hsiang-chuan SEBH®, ie. tui-chuan or p’ang chuan. This suggestion is, in the
author s view, not a]together correct. Yang Tuan-chih 1‘%1#5,._‘\ in hlS Hsiinsku hsiieh JNah5

eng hsiang-chuan. This
t have the same kind of

Yii chih ch'ih-yen ¥ Z@ﬁ yii chih ch’ing-chung & FEZWE and yii chih huan-chi B2 &
2 which appear frequently in the Kuang-ya shu-cheng are terms used to describe the minute
differences of pronunciation between the characters that are sheng-chuan. It is important to
note that Wang’s ch’ih-yen and ch’ing-chung are differentiated by teng-hu % ¥ of the final on
the one hand and huan-chi and ch’ing-chung which relate to tones on the other. This use of two
criteria leads to confusion. This is also a mistaken equation of he-yin &% with fan-ch’ieh X
Y.

Wang followed Tai Chen’s theory of t'ung-wei hsiang-chuan [FJ{LF0%. The term yi-wei
hsiang-chuan RAIFE refers two characters which are chuan-yii with different initials. Tt
goes against the theory of sheng-chuan in the Kuang-ya shu-cheng which emphasizes the
identity of initials. These counter-examples, therefore, should be regarded as exceptions. Wang
in his treatment of chuan-yii did not necessarily quote works of Yang Hsiung and Kuo P’u. In
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characters tha
not seem to pr

Chan Hung Kan

S acters, antlthgtlcal characters and
n furt oint concerning Wang’s work is that hs does
ery much ev1dence for the theory of yi-wei hsiang-chuan.




