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Discussions on the Consciousness of the
Philosophy of History of Liu Zongzhou

(A Summary)

Zhang Ruitao" Fang Tongyi

Liu Zongzhou, a renowned Confucian, was a creative thinker in philosophy. As founder of
the Jishan School, he played a prominent role in the development of Song-Ming Neo-
Confucianism and the development of intellectual scholarship in Eastern Zhejiang.
Confronted by the excesses of the doctrines of the Wang Yangming school in the late Ming,
Liu Zongzhou expounded the discourse of Mind and Nature, seeking to uplift the human
moral spirit to construct a moral philosophy in tune with the spirit of moral determinism in
traditional historiography. At the same time, while re-examining people’s moral turpitude,
he shifted from moral didacticism to historical appraisal and devised a conceptual model of
moralistic history that had significant impact on historical methodology in later times. From
meditation in moral philosophy he moved to emphasis on practical sociology and formulated
a theory of social history predominated by realism. He advocated the “interpretation of
history through the conception of Mind and Nature’’ and “interpretation of history based on
the view of the people,” aiming at penetrating the changes of the past and present in search
of the laws of stable and harmonious societal development. As philosopher, Liu Zongzhou
spent his later years in compiling a historical discourse called Zhongxing jinjian lu (Golden
References for Attaining Renaissance); this work sheds light on his shift of scholarly
interests and his special attention to historical methodoiogy, but it is also a manifestation of
his moralistic view of history. The Ming-Qing transition saw significant transformations in
society and the same happened in intellectual scholarship. The Jishan School founded by Liu
Zongzhou also underwent diversifications, and they were rooted in Liu’s own intellectual
transformation, i.e., his consciousness of historical philosophy. The study of Liu Zongzhou’s
philosophy of history, therefore, should be the focus of future studies on his thought, his
relationship with the scholarship of the Eastern Zhejiang schools and with his disciple
Huang Zongxi, as well as his role in the transformation of Confucianism in the Ming and
Qing periods.





