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Changing: ppralsals of Ch ien Ch'’ien-i as Reflected
in Early Ch’ing Poetry

_ (A Summary)

Andrew C. Hsieh

Ch’ien Ch’ien-i (1582-1664), poet and schol Who rved the Ming (1368-1644)
and then the Ch’ing (1644-1912) dyna emairied a highly colourful and controver-
-eig teenth century, roughly one hundred years
after Ch’ien’s death mperor Kao—tsung (1711-1799) denounced Ch’ien for his flagrant
violation of the Confucian concept of loyalty in serving a second dynasty. The Emperor
promptly sought to destroy Ch’ien’s works and to tarnish his reputation; he condemned
Ch’ien by including him in a collective biography of “Disloyal Officials.” This Ch’ing
official view of Ch’ien prevailed as long as the dynasty lasted. More recently, Ch’en Yin-k’o
praised the important secretive role that Ch’ien, shortly before his death, played in the
“overthrow the Ch’ing and restore the Ming” movement. As a result of Professor Ch’en’s
painstaking and admirable work, the reputation of Ch’ien has been, for the time being,
rehabilitated.

This essay does not directly address itself to this controversy; instead, it analyses the
changing appraisals of Ch’ien during the century between his death and Emperor Kao-
tsung’s denunciation. Drawing primarily on the works of early Ch’ing poets, the author has
discovered that these early assessments followe ional hlStO cal“practlces by assessing
Ch’ien, in the main, according to . ol
achievements. Furt] Feall :
after this death, Ch’ ormer associates and disciples focused excluswely on his eminent
scholarship and intentionally avoided the question of his political ethics. They did so because
they knew of Ch’ien’s involvement in the anti-Ch’ing movement and feared that such
discussion might risk persecution of themselves and of Ch’ien’s family. Second, Ch’ien’s
other contemporaries, who were not closely associated with him in any way, heatedly
debated his political ethics. Those who attacked or defended him included, on both sides,
some of the most prominent figures among the Ming i-min and high ranking Ch’ing officials.
Third, shortly before the Ch’ing court formulated its official views on Ch’ien, poets who
commented on him were those who had known neither him nor his contemporaries; as a
result, they treated questions of both ethics and scholarship, but had done so from a more
detached historical perspective. The final section of this essay analyses in depth the deplor-
able efforts, intense yet inept, of Emperor Kao-tsung and his hterary off1c1als to defame
Ch’ien’s reputation.

Th1s essay is able to contrlbute to the reflm

-
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Second, it shows clearly that during the century after Ch’ien’s death, his life and values were
the subject of lively controversy; this makes necessary to re-evaluate the significance of the
Ch’ing official view. Finally, it supports Professor Ch’en’s view by making clear Ch’ien’s
intense involvement in the anti-Ch’ing movement during the few years before his death.




