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On Poetic Rhyme Books

(Abstract)

Zhang Jian

At the end of the Song and beginning of the Yuan, a new trend in phonology books
emerged. In addition to traditional yunshu (rhyme books) such as Guangyun, Jiyun,
and Libu yunliie, a kind of rhyme dictionary called shiyun (poetic rhyme), which
inserted poetic phrases or couplets after rhyme characters, also became very pop-
ular. The earliest example of this type of book was Hu Jizong’s Shixue huotao
yayun dacheng at the end of the Song. Books still available today include Yin Shifu’s
Yunfu qunyu (Yuan dynasty) and Shixue jicheng yayun yuanhai edited by Yan Yi
(c. fourteenth century), Yunzao edited by Yang Shen (1488—1559) in the Ming, Wuche
yunrui edited by Ling Zhilong (c. sixteenth century), and so on. And from the Kangxi
period of the Qing dynasty, the Yuding peiwen yunfu formed a comprehensive epitome
of this category. The editing format of Yongle dadian, a Ming leishu (encyclopedia),
was directly influenced by Yunfu qunyu. Poetic thyme books (shiyun shu) and rhyme
books (yunshu) such as Guangyun belonged to different branches in traditional
bibliographies: rhyme books belonged to the xiaoxue sub-branch in the branch of
jing (classics), while poetic rthyme books belonged to the /leishu sub-branch in the
branch of zi (philosophical book). Poetic rhyme books had closer relations to poem
composition; they belonged to books of poetics in terms of function. Since previous
research on this topic has been scarce, this paper examines the origins, developments,
formats, and functions of poetic rhyme books.
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