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A Study on the Development of Scholarly Works
on the Three Schools of Poetry in the Qing
Dynasty: A Perspective from the Dates of the
Works and Geographical Locations of the Authors

(A Summary)

Cheung Kam Siu

This paper attempts to depict the characteristics of the scholarly works on the Three
Schools of Poetry in the Qing dynasty by reviewing the dates when the forty-eight books
or manuscripts were written and the geographical locations of the sixty-five authors.

The endeavours at collecting and compiling the lost texts played an important role
in the study of the Three Schools in the Qing dynasty. It is not only because compilation
is the preliminary work of reassessing the Three Schools, the significant contributions
made by a large number of scholars from Jiangsu 7Lfif and Zhejiang #77L provinces
where evidential research was earnestly promoted should also be taken into account. As a
result, the pioneering work made by Wang Yinglin’s T fEE§ Shi kao #¥5 drew enormous
attentions among the scholars, and they continued and corrected Wang’s research and its
textual variants. On the other hand, thanks to the number of lost writings of Han School
still widely preserved in the ancient texts, its collection and study made flourishing
advancement in the Qianlong HZ [ and Jiaqing 3% = periods.

The expansion of the methods of collecting and compiling lost writings in the Jiaqing
and Daoguang #EJf; periods leads to a substantial increase in the amount of collected
materials. By examining these materials in which different characters were especially
focused, scholars gradually recognized the value of the Three Schools and opined that
they were much superior to the Mao School. In the mid Daoguang period, Wei Yuan i,
who sought to undercut the Mao School from monopolizing the interpretation of the Book
of Poetry, accentuated the superiority of the Three Schools in his Shi gu wei 75 .

In the Guangxu J:4% period, Wang Xiangian TGl started his work of Shi sanjia
yi jishu 7§ = Fe4E 5. Wang’s inheritance of the achievements of the scholarly works
on the Three Schools in the Qing dynasty enabled him to finish a complete and annotated
edition of the Three Schools. Wang succeeded in making significant contributions to
restoring the long-lost commentaries of the Three Schools and thus provided the Three
Schools an equal footing to compete with the Mao School.
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