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The Ershisi Shipin —+VPU&Fdh as Riddles and the
Bearing of This on the Question of Authorship

(A Summary)

Chan Shing Cheong

The Ershisi shipin (hereafter referred to as Shipin) is generally regarded as a work on poetic
theory in verse form written by Sikong Tu #] %[ (837-908) of the Tang dynasty. Not until
very recently are there scholars who doubt the authenticity of its authorship and are inclined to
conclude that the Shipin is merely an excerpt taken from a collection of poetic criticisms called
Shijia yizhi 7% —%§ — a work once popular in the Ming dynasty though its authorship
remained disputable. It is further argued that the earliest extant edition of the Shipin, along
with the attribution of the authorship of this “forgery” to Sikong Tu, can only be traced to the
late Ming period. However, the author of this article has studied the Shipin from a different
angle and discovered that this piece of apparent critical writing is actually a series of riddles
based on poems of various styles from the Han-Wei periods to the Northern Song dynasty.
When the riddles are solved, the text reveals the juru “J[E under twenty four headings
indicating different styles. Since the poems include works by Song poets such as Ouyang Xiu
EXB5 &, Su Shi ## , Wang Anshi £% 45 and Huang Tingjian 5252 | the attribution of its
author to Sikong Tu is thus out of the question. According to the findings in this study, the
Shipin is very likely the work of Dai Fugu %4 i (1167-?), a famous poet of the Jianghu
school YL##JK in the Southern Song dynasty. It is not only a disguised form of hidden jutu
showing marvelous skill of literary playfulness, but also a subtle expression of indignation
over the ban on poetry writing after the case known as Jianghu shi’ an YLIi7F% during the
reign of Emperor Li B 53 (1225-1264).
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