城中讀書會

日期：2015年11月13日（星期五）
時間：7:00p.m.-9:00p.m.

地點：中環美國銀行中心1樓A，中大專業進修學院演講廳

網址：http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/bookclub/

題目：
The Bhagavata Purana: Sacred Tales and Living Tradition of Hinduism
講者：
Kenneth Valpey
英語主講 Delivered in English
Brief Description
Nowadays, many people like to identify themselves as “spiritual but not religious,” typically as a vague code to affirm their individualism over and above adherence to collective, organized religious tradition. But is this the end of it? To help us think more clearly about spirituality and religion, taking a look at these ideas from a completely fresh perspective may be useful. 

The Bhagavata Purana, a classical yet currently popular work of ancient India, can aid us in this effort. In this talk we will discuss how this work artfully fuses spirituality and religiosity in bhakti (usually translated “devotion”), a way of cultivating one’s inner connection with higher reality by affirming one’s personhood in perpectual relationship with the ultimate Person.

The Bhagavata Purana has now been made greatly accessible to modern readers through a collection of introductory essays, The Bhagavata Purana: Sacred Text and Living Tradition. We will discuss some insights from this collection about the Bhagavata Purana, a work that deserves to be regarded as part of the world literature canon. 

In considering the inner world of this text, we will look at how the text confronts and seeks to prepare us for inevitable death; how the search for immortality through mundane means brings limited rewards; and how pure spiritual love is portrayed in the ‘taste dance’ of Krishna. Then, how the Bhagavata text has taken on a life of its own in history—in earlier and contemporary times—will be our final way of considering “spirituality” versus “religion” from this outwardly Indian, but possibly universal, perspective. 
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