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“Chinese Education and Changing Cultural Identities among the Overseas Chinese in
Modern Japan: A Study of Yokohama Overseas Chinese Women’s Association (YOCWA) in
Yokohama Chinatown”

Ms Elim Wong, M.Phil Student,

Department of Japanese Studies, CUHK

(Language: English)

Abstract

This project aims to understand the issue of ethnic Chinese identity in terms of ethnic Chinese
cultural awareness and language acquisition amongst overseas Chinese in the Yokohama Chinatown
community. The project explores how the members of the Yokohama Overseas Chinese Women’s
Association (YOCWA) use education services and cultural activities to develop their knowledge of
Chinese culture and language while integrating with mainstream Japanese society. The author has
chosen members of YOCWA as the project’s interview subjects. Here the social history of the
institution of YOCWA will be highlighted because the Association has an important role in
community-driven initiatives in managing education services and cultural activities. YOCWA’s role
in building up this institution will be highlighted as it is under-represented in existing literature even
though it plays a major part in such initiatives. The project utilizes observation fieldwork (June
2011 to the present), collection of secondary and primary textual sources, distribution of
questionnaires and oral historical interviews to obtain primary and secondary information. The
project is also utilizing a historical perspective in understanding how an important institution within
the community interacted with other organizations, groups and individuals to achieve their goals

and aims.
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