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The presentation will be focused on the changing manner of Japanese environmental
policy, especially on climate change issues. By domestically ratifying Kyoto Protocol in
2002 without U.S. support, Japan has stressed her role in dealing with global
environmental issues. However, to earn U.S. cooperation on climate change and to
continue her commitment under Kyoto Protocol seem hard to reconcile with each other,
Japan chooses to side with U.S. again while pulling U.S. back to the negotiating tables.
By observing recent Japanese climate change policy, neo-liberalism provides a better
explanation. It is because that Japanese government has downgraded the importance of
pursuing political leadership of forming global climate change regime, although there
were some adjustments under DPJ (Minshutou). After 311 earthquakes, Japan expressed
to review her emission reduction target committed before 2009 Copenhagen meeting,
owing to the necessity of increasing the proportion of thermal power generation.
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