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Short Summary:

This programme really broadens my horizons after spending the 20 days with the Japanese
students from Saga. Before being admitted in Japanese Studies, | had never talked or contacted with
Japanese directly. My Japanese level was also poor which made me feel embarrassed and nervous
when | talk to Japanese. My image on Japan was also just based on the media | contact like
animation and drama. | am really glad that | can have the chance to experience an unforgettable

summer in Saga.

This programme emphasizes on direct communication with the local Japanese. Because of that,
| got a lot of opportunities to talk with Japanese, which not only make my Japanese improved, but

also make me understand that it is not scary to speak Japanese. Of course, we have our Japanese



partners to speak Japanese with us. Besides, for example, we can talk with the students In Saga
University and exchange our points of view and sharing our dialect. It is also interesting to listen
their experiences as we are growing up in two completely different countries. The most interesting
part must be chatting with senior high school students. Such as asking how much pocket money do
they have, how do they go to school. Although this may be normal questions to them, | really like

hearing their answers which is completely different from Hong Kong's.

We also visited a lot of places which enhanced my understanding on Japan and Saga. The
visiting were very impressive which entirely changed my image towards Saga. Before | went to Saga,
| heard that Saga is not an interesting province comparing to city like Tokyo and Osaka. Actually,
there are still lots of good places to play and see in Saga. For example, we had the chance to visit
the most famous ceramics of Japan in Arita. The ceramics in museum were amazing which people of
Saga should be proud of. Also, the hikiyama in Karatsu are amazing for us as they kept the quality of

hikiyama very well. | think Saga is not boring at all after this trip.

Besides, there were also a lot of interesting activities offered in this programme. The most
memorable must be going to Gatalympic in Kashima and village visit in Mitsuse. It was my first time
to play in the mud and it was interesting. We competed in different games in the mud such as
swimming, surfing and tug of war. In Hong Kong, you can never have a chance to try it. Also, | have
been think of going to village like Mitsuse very long time ago. My image of village is that people are
kind and cordial, with the natural environment, you can live there very comfortably. This trip had
proved my image is true. People there are very kind and treated us very nicely. The environment are

well protected without human destruction.

However, the best part of this programme must be meeting Japanese friends. We have become
good friends with 10 Japanese students from Saga University during the 20 days in Hong Kong and
Saga. | really thank them for their hospitality which made us have this wonderful trip. | will never
forget we went to karaoke together, eating sushi and okonomiyaki together... Our friendship will
continue and we will meet again in Japan or Hong Kong! The friendship and the memories are my

treasures got from this programme.
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Short summary:

Saga programme is truly rewarding and meaningful. It allows us, Hong Kong students to have an
opportunity to get to know more about the Saga province and Japan. By experiencing their culture
in person and having interaction with local people, we can easily learn more about their thoughts
and daily life. When | discovered the cultural differences between Hong Kong and Japan, | was really
excited because | realized that all | learned from books about Japanese’s behaviors were real. | also
had some serious conversation with our exchange partners in Japanese. We talked about Japanese
adolescents’ attitude towards their country and politics despite that my Japanese was not very
fluent. At that moment, | was grateful that | had studied a foreign language. Not only can | read
more Japanese books, but | can also discuss different social affairs and issues with foreigners. | loved
to share my opinions with them and listened to their thoughts. It was a really mind-blowing and

treasurable moment to me.

Before | took part in the programme, | was already thrilled about the trip to Saga. Since | was not
familiar with the place, | was curious and looked forward to every activity there. For example,
gatalympics, attending Japanese courses as if we were a local student and having English lesson
with Japanese high school students. Obviously, the programme did not let me down. The
gatalympics was fun, | believed that my other Hong Kong friends would love it too. The Japanese
lesson we took was a little bit difficult but it was a great chance to for me to understand the Saga
University and how our partners’ university life was like. | was also impressed by students from
Takeo High School, they tried their best to talk to us and introduced their city to us too. | could tell
that they were well-prepared and | really appreciated that. What’s more, they were not shy to speak

in English. Actually, they were confident and they had pretty good English oral skills as well.
During the programme, | went sightseeing with the Japanese students, ate a lot of local delicacies.
Moreover, thanks for my exchange partner, Aino, | even went to watch the high school baseball

match. Those are all incredible experience that | will never forget.

Although the programme only lasted for twenty days, we still managed to build a strong friendship



with our Japanese partners due to the fulfilling schedule. During the programme, we did not just
play and hang out together. In fact, we had tasks and projects to work ourselves. We needed each
other’s help to get our job done. For instant, we took our exchange partners to different places in

Hong Kong so they could do some field works there. In return, they also lent us a helping hand
when it came to sending out questionnaires to their Japanese friends. We cooperated a lot during
the programme like in Mitsuse, we cooked and cleaned and washed dishes together as a team. |
really enjoyed the happy moment we shared. The programme had ended more than a month but
our partners and us still chat and talk to each other like close friends through the instant

conversation application, and | am really thankful and grateful about it.

In short, | am very glad that | joined the programme. It brought me more than joy and knowledge

but also friendship and unforgettable experience.
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Short summary:

Before | joined the Saga Exchange Program, | did not know much about Saga. | am glad that | have

the chance to visit this beautiful city and learn more about Japanese culture through this program.

During our journey, we had some lessons in Saga University. For example, we participated in a
Japanese debate with other exchange students in the university. Although my team did not win the

debate, it was a valuable opportunity for me to learn from others and improve my language skill.



Moreover, we had another lesson about different cultures. We introduced Hong Kong to other
Japanese students. After that, we had a discussion with them and | have learnt some Saga dialects!

Those lessons were full of joy.

We visited a high school in Takeo (%) . Unlike Hong Kong students, students in that high
school were eager to talk in English with us. One of those students even asked me questions about
English grammar. They were willing to learn English, and they have changed my impression on

Japanese unexpectedly.

One of the most remarkable activities was the ‘Gatalympic’. It was held in the mudflats. We
played the tug of war and swimming. Although the game was exhausting, it was absolutely fun and
enjoyable! There is no such a large mudflat in Hong Kong, so we had never played on mud field

before. Also, | really appreciate the way that the government preserved this habitat.

Besides, we went to the countryside of Saga. We visited a village called Mistsuse (=) .
Mistsuse is facing the problem of aging population. For instance, the part of Mistsuse that | was
allocated to visit, has about 60 residents in total, but least than 5 of them are children. At there, |
needed to clean up a river. That river was full of branches and leaves after raining. After the cleaning
work, the river became as clear as crystal. | felt fulfilled! At night, we enjoyed the dinner made of
fresh food, such as wild boar meat. The field trip at this countryside was an unforgettable

experience.

Saga is not as modern as Hong Kong, but what makes this place attractive is the magnificent
scenery and kindly citizens. Instead of skyscrapers, Saga has vast green fields, picturesque sea and
mountains. | have never been to such a breathtaking place like Saga! In addition, Saga citizens are
very friendly. For instance, we received warm hospitality in Mitsuse (=3 ) . Students in Takeo (i

1) had a cordial talk with us too. Their generous hospitality has won over my heart.

During the exchange program, we have developed deep friendship with the Saga University’s
students. When we went to Saga, they were having examinations in that period. However, they still
accompanied us in this ten days, which made our journey became more unforgettable. Although |
am not good at Japanese language, they communicated with me patiently, and my communication

skill have improved ultimately. The friendship between us is the thing | treasure the most.

Lastly, | am wholeheartedly grateful to the Saga University students’ hospitality. | will never

forget the time we spent together and this wonderful summer in Saga!



KWOK Shun Hang, John (Z 9 L)

Months ago, | had applied for an exchange programme held cooperatively by the Saga
University and the Chinese University of Hong Kong. It was a programme that allowed ten students
from both universities to travel overseas, to meet and to communicate with students from another
country. Being strongly recommended by the senior students, this programme captivated me from
the very beginning. | was very eager to join the programme, and regarded this programme as a
precious opportunity for me to improve as a person. Honestly, | was a shy, timid and introverted
individual who was afraid of making changes. | have long locked up myself in a tiny room
surrounded by walls that were constructed by my contented thoughts. However, | was already
nineteen, and there was not much time for me to waste. It was time for me to step out of my
comfort zone, and enjoy my eventual years of youthhood. That’s why I’'m so glad that | had joined

this amazing programme, which had probably changed my life for good.

on 5™ July, my dear classmates and | took our flight from Hong Kong to Fukuoka. On the flight,
| was flooded with excitement. | was so delighted that we could finally meet the wonderful students
from Saga again. Not a day had gone by that | had not thought of them. Nevertheless, | did get more
and more nervous as we are getting nearer to our destination --- from just a speck of worry to a
worry about everything, literally everything. When we finally arrived at the Fukuoka airport, it was
already nighttime, late enough for people to go to rest. That’s why we were so surprised when we
saw over half of the students waiting for us at the airport. All of a sudden, all my worries were
banished away by their warm and earnest welcome. After picking up our luggages and belongings,
we then took a coach to head to Saga. Despite how exhausted we were, we kept chatting and
chatting on the whole ride with excitement. After about an hour, we finally arrived at the hotel,
where most of us went to bed straight-a-head due to our weariness. ‘Have a good night!’ our first

night in Saga ended with their comfy, kind words.

On the second day, we woke up early in the morning to shop at a convenient store near by.
After a cozy breakfast composed by food we bought at the store, we took a bus to the Saga
university. The Saga University was very different from what | had imagined. Before stepping inside
the Saga University, | depicted it as a place quite similar to the universities in Hong Kong, which are
modern and stylish. However, the Saga University was very different from the universities in Hong
Kong. Although it did not appear very modern, the environment was very beautiful and relaxing.

After about a five-minute walk, we arrived at the room where the opening ceremony would be held.



The opening ceremony lasted only for around half an hour. After that, our partners took us on a
campus tour, which we had almost visited all the buildings in the university. It was a very refreshing
tour, and we really enjoyed it a lot. With the fresh, clean air we breathe, every single step we took
was full of joy and pleasant. As we walk, traces of summer breeze greet us kindly and gently,
keeping us in an amiable mood. Our campus tour ended at the student canteen, where we then had
our lunch together. In the afternoon, we went to the prefectural office, which was the tallest
building in Saga. It was also a place that | would never forget. Guess what? | was being interviewed
by a journalist there! Although | already forgot what he asked me, it was still an interesting first

experience (in spite of the fact that he actually miswritten my name in a piece of news).

Later that day, we headed back to the Saga University to have a barbeque party. Nonetheless,
much to our dismay, the rain was falling heavily when we reached the university. As a result, the
outdoor barbeque party was cancelled. Instead, we held the party indoor, with delicious food
including barbeque meat, vegetables and Takoyaki, a very tasty Japanese snack. We all enjoyed a
wonderful mealtime having the appetizing dishes. In the middle of the party, Kachi-kun, the mascot
of the Saga university came in to join our party. At first, | was suspecting Yoshikawa Sensei as the
person inside the cute bird costume. However, it turned out that Yoshikawa Sensei was at the other
side of the room. So who was the person in the costume? Well, | promised not to say a word about
this little surprise. Let’s see if you are lucky enough to guess the correct answer. Anyway, the
appearance of Kachi-kun was in fact very entertaining. Thank you our dear fellows so much for

providing us such great hospitality.

The third day, probably the scariest day in the entire programme. We were asked to debate
with the students who were studying aboard in the Saga University. Frankly, this really freaks me out
because | had only learnt Japanese for merely about ten months. It was already a difficult task for
me to communicate in Japanese fluently, not to mention that debate was undoubtedly more
challenging than daily conversations. During the debate, my brain went completely blank and could
not function properly at all. Luckily, with the help of my reliable teammates, | finally organized and
delivered my debate speech successfully. Although we still lost in the end, we were already satisfied
with our own performance. Hopefully we would not have to do this in the future again. It was way

beyond my capability (at least for now).

After the intense and horrifying debate, we took a train and headed to the Takeo High School,
where we were assigned a secret mission --- to pretend that we did not know Japanese at all and
communicate with the students solely in English. It was a really fun experience, considering that
they did believe us to be exchange students that know nothing about Japanese at all. It was also
quite funny to see how they use a lot of gestures and body language in their conversation with us.

The best part of the whole visit, was the moment when we revealed the truth that we could speak



and understand Japanese. | still could not forget how astonished they were when they realized that
they were being deceived by their teacher and by us. It was really fun to do so (sniggles). After the
class was over, the students of Takeo High School took us on a tour around Takeo. In spite of the fact
that we had fooled them, they still continued to communicate with us. And this time, they became
more confident in speaking English, and were not afraid of making mistakes. They also told us a lot
about Takeo and Saga. Looking at them, | really admire how they grasp everything single
opportunity to practice English. It is something that would barely happen in Hong Kong as students
in Hong Kong were more afraid of making mistakes. Anyway, | really hope that students in Hong

Kong could someday be as enthusiastic in learning English as the students in Takeo High School do.

On the next day, we went to the Saga University again to join two lessons: a Japanese lesson
for foreign students, and an interface cultural exchange lesson for us to communicate with other
students from the Saga University directly. Both lessons were quite meaningful, and | could clearly
spot the differences in school lessons between Japan and Hong Kong. The only pity was that |
couldn’t fully understand the vocabularies and sentences they were saying. But anyway, we had a

great time and had met some new friends. What’s more could | ask for?

Later in the afternoon, we went to Karatsu, a place that was shrouded in solemn secrecy. We
first entered the Hikiyama Exhibition Hall, where a lot of giant, majestic Hikiyamas were exhibited.
The Hikiyamas were crafted and built beautifully. | wonder how much time and money does it takes
to build one. After leaving the exhibition hall, we finally headed to the well-known Karatsu Castle.
The Karatsu Castle was now restructured as a museum that displayed traditional swords, paintings
and crafts. Also, the sightview from the top of the castle was extrodinary. Surprinsingly, we were
even fortunate enough to see a rainbow from there. The beautiful sightview had really made my

day.

On the 9™ July, we were accompanied by the SUSP to compete in the Gatalympic games (which
is basically a mud-style Olympic). The Gatalympic games was actually composed of three games,
including a group and individual speed racing competition on the surfboard, and the tug of war. To
be honest, with my weight, | could hardly move in the strata of mud. However, | did try my very best
to move forward and to compete. | had to say that despite the fact that the games were extremely
exhausting, they were pretty enjoyable too. After the tiring Gatalympic games in the morning, we
then went to the Yutoku Inari Shrine which was not so far away. As a fan of traditional Japanese
culture, | was thrilled to bits and was overwhelmed with glee. After looking around for about two
hours, we left the shrine and headed straight back to the hotel for rest. At night, we were taken to
have dinner at local family restaurants. Shockingly, we met a classmate from the Japanese Studies
department there. What an overjoyed coincidence! After having a remarkably astounding dinner

together, we parted and our dear fellow continued his one-man odyssey across Kyushu.



On the following day, we continued to join the SUSP on our trip to Arita, one of Japan’s most
famous place for making porcelains. After arriving at Arita, we rambled around the elegant, calming
courtyard, which is a yard that was built in German style, for a while. Next, we were taken to a
workshop, where we could paint our own plate there. It sounds pretty interesting, isn’t it? Of course
it is, to those who are good at drawing. However, for people like me, who does not have any artistic
sense at all, painting a plate is in fact quite challenging. Fortunately, even though my painting on the
plate was dreadful and catastrophic, others were still able to recognize the Funassyi | attempted to
draw. | felt really relieved. We then visited the Kyushu ceramic museum nearby, which was a grand
museum exhibiting ceramic arts, ranging from ancient ones to modern ones. The museum had all
kinds of ceramics, even the toilet in the museum was made up of ceramics too. How impressive it
was! After having ramen as dinner that night, some suggested to go to sing karaoke together. | had
never sang karaoke before, so it was quite a meaningful experience for me. | really enjoyed an

awesome time there.

The seventh day, a day when all members of the programme could finally gather and work
together. We packed our belongings early in the morning, and went to the Mitsuse village for a 2
day 1 night stay. The Mitsuse village was located in a remote area. Everything in the village was
quite rural, yet beautiful. The air was refreshing and aromatic (probably because of the myriad
plants planted there). We were divided into four groups, with each group in charge of different tasks.
Our group was assigned to plant hydrangeas. Unfortunately, it was raining cats and dogs that day,
and we were asked to plant hydrangeas on slopes. To be honest, it was quite dangerous to plant on
slopes, especially when it was raining so heavily. Luckily, one of our groupmates, who was majoring
in agriculture, had a lot of experience in planting. With her help, we could finally finished our

mission successfully.

At that night, a drinking party was held. For the first time in my life, | drank a lot of fruit cyder
and Japanese wine. After drinking some wine, | began to sniggle and laugh uncontrollably. Until now,
| still couldn’t figure out what was | laughing at that time. Perhaps my friends were right, | was
laughing because | was drunk. Anyway, we had chatted a lot in the party, with not only our Japanese
partners, but also with the adults and elders of the Mitsuse village. We enjoyed a fantastic time
together. After the party was over, we trod on the path in search of fireflies. Although we could only
found a few fireflies that night, the night view at the Mitsuse village was absolutely stunning. |

sincerely hope that we could return here someday to look at the gorgeous night view again!

We left the Mitsuse village the next day after having a breakfast made by all the girls in the
programme. The food were well-seasoned and tasted very good. | simply couldn’t believe that some

of the food were actually made by our friends. After devouring our breakfast, we finally left the



Mitsuse village, and began doing our study project about Saga. The theme of my project is about
studying gourmets in Saga. As we had already done a lot of preparation beforehand, we actually got
nothing to do at all. Therefore, our partners had decided to take us to the biggest gaming centre in
Saga --- Round One. Round One was a humongous gaming centre with six floors, and | was very
shocked when | first stepped in. The interior design was very modern and splendid. It almost made
me feel like | had stepped into a casino. We wandered around the centre and stopped at the UFO
catcher floor at last. All the UFO catchers are of different themes. | challenged the one with
Gudetama, while my classmate Rero challenged the one with Lovelive characters. Miraculously, the
Gudetama plush doll fell down the first time | tried. | was so excited and thought that perhaps | had
got the talent in UFO catchers. But my next challenge on grabbing the Baymax doll made me realize
that my first success was just a lucky coincidence... Later we had also played a lot of games inside
the centre, from racing games to reaction games, and even darts. We really enjoyed an excellent

time there!

Day 9, the day before departure. As this was also the day for us to present our study results,
we spent the entire morning improving our presentation speech and our powerpoint. Hopefully
that our presentation would not be that awful. Luckily, in spite of our nervousness, our presentation
ended quite successfully. After all of us had delivered our presentation, it was time for the closing
ceremony to begin. In the ceremony, we were asked to talk about our thoughts about this
programme. As we talked, we were getting increasingly sorrowful. Some of us even started weeping
while we were talking. | was no exception. When it was my turn to speak, my eyes were filled with
tears. Our journey in Saga had brought me a lot of joy, a lot of unprecedented joy. That’s why it was
so grieving when we were about to leave Saga. Never shall | forget how mournful it was when |
finally realized that we would be leaving tomorrow. Nevertheless, regardless of how sad we were,
we still had to leave. Fortunately, we still had half a day left. Right after the end of the ceremony, we

gathered immediately and enjoyed the last hours that we could spend together.

That night, right after dinner, my partner Yusei, said that he had prepared a surprise for us.
Being very curious, he played a video that was made up of the photos we took not only in these ten
days, but also in the ten days of March, when they first came to Hong Kong to visit us. The video had
recalled a lot of our misty, merry memories... The slightly awkward moment when we had just met,
the bliss and laughter we had together, the tears and sadness we faced together when we first
departed in Hong Kong... Every single feeling, whether joys or woes, ignited our unwillingness to
leave. Perhaps that’s why all our partners stayed with us in the hotel for the entire night. This night,
we played, we chatted, we gossiped, and we spent a fabulous time together... Time sweeps away
swiftly, it’s already five in the morning. It was time that we had to take the bus to the Fukuoka
airport. Before we went on the bus, they gave us a commemorative handmade book, which was

filled with their sincere thoughts about the twenty-day exchange programme. Without a doubt, we



burst into tears again......

My experience in Saga was life-changing. It was a milestone of my short life. | felt that | had
improved as a person for good. Throughout the journey, | became more confident, more sociable
and more willing to accept departs. | had also achieved the resolution | made at the beginning of
the year --- to explore more. | could finally gained the confident to take wings and soar through the
serene, blue sky. To discover and admire the beauty of the world. Being held in summer, the
programme had provided us a perfect chance to enjoy our eventual years of youthhood. | was really
overjoyed with everything that had happened in the programme. Not to mention the magical
process how we become close friends with the students from Saga within a mere twenty day time.
My experience in Saga was the best present | have ever received in my short life. Even today, when |
thought about Saga, | could still detailed the things we had been through together. You know what?
| had even started to save money for another trip to Saga in the coming year. Our experience in Saga

was that blissful that made me reminisce about it all the time. | would never forget about it. Never.

Short summary:

My journey in Saga began with a speck of worry, and ended with a lot of delight. The Saga
exchange programme was a complex adventure, with various emotions flooding over me all the
time. There were times of bliss, times of sorrow, times of anxiety and times of enjoyment. It was a
journey of happiness but also a journey of sorrow. It was a season of encounter, but also a season of

depart...

We had a brilliant time enjoying ourselves in Saga. In fact, the Saga exchange programme was a
programme aimed at providing students with diverse experiences. Academic learning, in fact, only
consists about half of the programme’s objective. Besides academic learning, the programme also
provide us the opportunity to become more independent, to exchange our culture and ideas with
residents of another country, to develop a friendship that worth cherish, to learn how to admire the

beauty of tradition and so on. Without a doubt, the programme had done all its objectives justice.

To begin with, we had become more independent after participating in the programme. In a lot
of situations, we need to deal with unfamiliar stuffs on our own. We also need to wash our own
clothes and prepared everything we need by ourselves. At the same time, we were also far away
from our home and friends. Dealing with nostalgia also made us more mature and independent.

Meanwhile, the programme also facilitate the exchange of cultures and ideas. In the

programme, we are given the opportunity to communicate with not only our exchange partners,



but also the local residents in the Mitsuse village directly. Through these conversations, we had
successfully practiced our oral skills, acquired greater understanding about Japan, and had learnt a
lot of secrets that only the Japanese would be able to understand. In the meantime, while we were
communicating with people in Saga, we were also spreading our culture and ideas to them. It was

really fun to know about the cultural differences between Hong Kong and Japan. | enjoyed it a lot.

On the other hand, our trip to Saga also gave us the opportunity to discover and admire a
different side of Japan. To cite an example, when we think of Japan, our impression usually comes
from the large cities of Japan, say Tokyo and Kyoto. This programme, however, provided us a
precious chance to visit Saga, and to study Japan in a different angle, allowing us to learn and

admire more about the ‘true’ Japan.

Last but not least, the programme had given us a precious present that money can’t buy ---
earnest friendship. At the beginning of the programme, we were merely acquaintances that were
struggling to think about topics to talk together. However, as time went by, we began to enjoy the
time we spent together. At the end of the programme, we had become close friends who would
keep in touch and make jokes on each other. In other words, the programme was in fact turning
strangers we barely know into friends we cherish. The friendship developed from this programme

was really a precious treasure that | would cherish for the rest of my life.

To conclude, the Saga exchange programme had brought numerous perks to us. As one of the
participants of the programme, | was so jubilant that | was given the chance to join this programme!
| would also like to thank you our partners for taking good care of us when we were in Japan. Thank

you so much my dear friends!
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Short summary:

It is my pleasure to participate in this inspiring Hong Kong-Saga Exchange Program and it was a
very rewarding experience for me. The program consists of two parts, where ten students from
the Saga University visit Hong Kong in March; and ten of us from the Chinese University of
Hong Kong travel to the Saga prefecture for ten days in mid July. [ set several goals before the

program begins. After four months, I found myself gaining a lot more than expected.

First, | aimed to enhance my spoken Japanese. During the program, I talked to students and
teachers from Saga mainly in Japanese. It was fun and I have learnt a lot from introducing
games in Japanese and translating menus in Chinese restaurants. Apart from the above
challenging experiences, our exchange partners taught us some Saga dialect, like “Gabai(in
Japanese)”, which means “very”. Japanese dialects show interesting variations and I would like

to master some of them if [ have a chance in the future.

Second, I would like to travel around Japan to understand the true picture of her culture. Our
exchange partners brought us to sing karaoke in Saga. It was an awesome experience and [ was
impressed by their kindness and consideration in every situation. Saga students invite us to
start singing with up-tempo songs and brought us some tambourines. They told us that it is
normal to start karaoke with songs fast-paced music to liven the atmosphere. My friends and |

do not consider so much when we go karaoke. Thus, [ was impressed.

I was surprised when I first learn about the drinking practices of Japanese during the
welcoming party in the Mitsuse villagers. Most of the villages, especially male members, drank
a lot till very late at night and continuously invited us to drink with them though I refused since
[ was below the drinking age in Japan. Saga students told me that this drinking practice is called
“nomunication (in Japanese)” which is a combination of “nomu (drinking in Japanese)” and
“communication”. Japanese regard talking in drinking parties as an effective way of
communication. It was new to me and I found this a useful piece of advice as I will study abroad

in Japan during year three.

Besides their surprising drinking habits, Mitsuse villagers practiced traditional gender roles.
Female members were busy with their work and stayed in the kitchen all daylong, while male
villagers took leading roles and labour intensive jobs, for example, river cleaning and managing
the temples. Although we have learnt a lot about Japanese sex-oriented division of labour in
readings and lectures, I was shocked when I saw female members siting quietly in the back
without joining our conversation during a short teatime. Since Japan is facing serious shortage

of labour, it is interesting to see how this traditional practice would change in the society in the



future.

Third, making Japanese friends is an interest of mine. The exchange program provide us with
abundance chances to get along with each other;, so we could talk a lot and build friendship. It
was fun to understand teen culture through talking with real adolescents in Japan. I felt a great

sense of accomplishment when I told a funny story successfully in Japanese.

Lastly, this exchange program is a precious learning experience for me. Besides making good
friends with students from Saga, a strong bond has been built among students from Hong Kong.
Since the number of students major in Japanese Studies does not exceed thirty in one level, the
program provided a nice chance for us to make friends with students with different
characteristics and hobbies. It has broadened my horizon and I will take initiative in
maintaining our friendship with students in Japan. After all, this is the most fruitful summer I
have ever experienced and I would like to thank the organizers for holding such a wonderful

and successful exchange program.



SHING Hong Yung (¥ A 7 /L)

The exchange programme is divided into two parts, the first part being held in Hong Kong while the
second part being held in Saga Prefecture of Kyushu. It has been four months since the last time |

met with my friends from Saga, | was so excited when | departed from Hong Kong.

Day 2:

As most of the time in Day 1 was used for travelling from Hong Kong to Saga, the activities actually
started from Day 2. In the morning, we went to the opening ceremony that was held in Saga
University and students of Saga University led us around for a campus tour after the ceremony.
Although Saga University is not as big as the Chinese University of Hong Kong, it still took us some
time to walk around the beautiful campus. | was amused by the facilities of the Faculty of
Agriculture and the library of the university. There is a large variety of plants and some machines
that are only for agricultural use, all of them are nearly impossible to be found in the campus of
Hong Kong’s universities. In comparison to the library of Hong Kong’s university, the library of Saga
University is open to the public, rather than merely open to their own students. As a result,
everyone can get access to the books in the library and everyone can be benefited. Although the
library is open to everyone, everyone respects the rules and do not disturb others. | realized
Japanese society is a very caring society. Even though everyone is allowed to use the facilities in the
library, everything is kept clean and tidy, which | believe is a phenomenon that can only be resulted
in Japanese society. Apart from this, one unique facility has captured my attention. It is a telephone
booth without a payphone inside. In the library, each floor has one such telephone booth near the
exit. At the beginning, | thought it was just a decoration, but my friends from Saga told me that it
was for people who would like to answer their phone calls. In Hong Kong’s library, it is not difficult
to find people talking on their phone everywhere and some of them even does not switch their
phone into vibration mode. Such acts are really disturbing to other users. The design of the
telephone booth inside Saga University’s library is convenient and caring, users do not need to leave
the library while others will not be disturbed as people talk on their phone inside the telephone
booth. | think this is a really smart design which can be promoted to other libraries around the
world. After that, our friends became our tour guides and led us around Saga. After site seeing, we
had a welcoming dinner organized by students of Saga University and also some teachers. It was
quite a pity as the Japanese-style barbeque was cancelled due to the rain, we had our dinner inside
a classroom instead with lots of meat, Onigiri and fresh-made Takoyaki. We had lots of fun chatting

with each other during the meal.



Day 3:

Day 3 is a fruitful day with a lot of chances to communicate with Japanese. In the morning, we had a
debate in Japanese with students from different countries who were having an exchange in Saga
University. To me, it was quite a challenge even the topic was an easy one. As debate is somehow
different from daily communication, | had to spend lots of time in preparing my script. Luckily, some
of my friends helped me with the translation from Chinese to Japanese, it would be a disaster
without their help. The debate was a bit different from those | had in Hong Kong, which students
did not have to respond to the previous speakers’ speech. It was a great and rare experience,
though, | wish | could have more time to communicate with those foreign students. After the
debate, we took a long ride from Saga City to Takeo City. We visited Takeo High School and spent a
few hours there with the students. Instead of Japanese, we communicated with English in the high
school. In order to give Takeo students a chance to practice English with people other than their
classmates, we were asked to pretend that we did not know Japanese and talk to the Takeo
students with simple English only. Sometime it was really difficult to control myself from not
speaking in Japanese. As Japanese students started to learn English fairly late in comparing to Hong
Kong students, our usage of words must be simple enough for them to understand. After talking
with Takeo students, | knew that communicating with foreigners was a rare experience to them and
they did not have many chances to speak in English in their daily life. That day was Tanabata festival,
we were asked to write our wish on a piece of paper and tie it onto a rope, so that our wishes would
come true. | found that a lot of their wishes were so pure and it lured me to wonder why the
thoughts between high school students in Japan and Hong Kong are so different. Although there
was a heavy rain that day, Takeo students brought us to the Takeo Jinja, a shrine near Takeo High
School afterwards. In the Takeo Jinja, there is an enormous tree which students from Takeo High
School told me that it aged around 3000 years. | was so amazed and shocked by the vitality of

nature after seeing that tree and knowing its age.

Day 4:

We had two lessons in Saga University in the morning, which included Japanese and foreign culture.
For the Japanese lesson, it was about some complicated grammar structure of Japanese which |
totally did not understand, | realized what | have learnt was just a tip of the iceberg and | have to
work really hard to prepare for my one-year exchange in the future. The lesson about foreign
culture was a lot more interesting. At the beginning of the lesson, we prepared a short presentation
in Japanese to introduce Hong Kong. After that, we formed several groups with students of Saga
University and to do a translation exercise. There was a worksheet with several Japanese sentences
on it. We, students from Hong Kong, had to teach them how to say those sentences in Chinese and
English, while students of Saga University had to teach us how to say those sentences in their
hometowns’ “Hougen”, which means dialect. Although two of them were both from Fukuoka

Prefecture, different parts of Fukuoka Prefecture has different dialects. For example, “3~Z < 3\



L VY is the most common way in saying “very delicious” in Japanese, while in the southern part
and the middle part of Fukuoka Prefecture, people use “& % A IV LAY and “IZV BV LV to
express “very delicious” respectively. | have never think of there are so many dialects in Japan, even
though Fukuoka is just a prefecture, there are a lot of different dialects in different areas. After
having the lessons, we visited the Hikiyama Exhibition Hall and the Karatsu Castle in Karatsu City.
There were some huge Hikiyama, massive floats in the form of samurai’s helmet and some
fantastical creatures, which | found very beautiful and delicate. Although it was a rainy day, we still
went to the Karatsu Castle. While we arrived at the castle, the rain stopped and the weather started
to be better. We enjoyed a gorgeous view of Karatsu City on the observation deck that | would
hardly forget in my life. Even though we were all wet when we arrived at the Karatsu Castle, | think

the view that | saw was totally worth it.

Day 5:

This day was a day that some of us anticipated while some of us do not. We had the chance to
experience a unique game called “Gatalympic”. “Gatalympic” consisted of three competitions, while
the first two were team competitions and the last one was individual competition. The two team
competitions were surfing-like racing and tug-of-war, while the individual competition was
swimming. It seemed nothing special and you may wonder why some of us did not look forward to
it, here is the special thing about “Gatalympic”: everything was carried out in a mudflat. For the first
two competitions, we formed teams with students from other university from different countries.
Although we did not know each other, we cheered for each other and laughed like friends during
the game. | realized sports is really a good way to connect people, even though every one of us are
strangers coming from different places with different backgrounds. As the game was carried out in
the mudflat, acts as simple as walking, took us really huge effort as we were sinking and grabbed by
the mud. It is imaginable that how exhausting was the game. The first two competitions were not as
exhausting as the last one. Swimming in the mudflat took me tons of energy and | felt like | did not
have any energy to move after getting out from the mudflat. After that, we went to the Yutoku Inari
Jinja, a very famous shrine in Japan. The shrine was really big and those traditional Japanese-style
buildings were really imposing. One thing | regretted was that we were too tired to climb up the
stairs and go to the top of the shrine. My friends from Saga told me that the view there was very
beautiful, so if | had another chance coming to this shrine, | would definitely go to the top of the

shrine and to see the view.

Day 6:

This day, we went to a town called Arita, a town known for producing one of the traditional
handicrafts of Japan called Arita porcelain. | was really excited as we got the opportunity to create
our own Arita porcelain. Though, the only process that we really involved was drawing the pattern

on the plate, other processes were completed by the hosting company. After drawing on the plate, |



realized it was really difficult to draw perfectly on the plate as drawing a consistent line was so
challenging. It is imaginable that how long and how much effort does it take for someone to be a
professional in making those porcelains. | think the inheritance of such traditional skills is important
for any country around the world. Once those traditional skills were lost, it would be impossible to

regain them.

Day 7 & 8:

These two days were the most memorable days in the whole trip. We went to a village called
Mitsuse for an overnight stay with our friends from Saga. It was a long ride to Mitsuse and | would
usually sleep during the ride. Though, | did not sleep this time and | found that | was really lucky.
During the ride, | saw a lot of splendid sceneries of the countryside of Saga, which were hardly seen
in cities full of skyscrapers like Hong Kong. Looking at the sky, the mountains and the plants was
really relaxing as the view evoked the essence of nature, which is its vitality. After arriving at
Mitsuse, | found that it was a quiet and plain village where not a lot of residents lived there. We
were divided into four groups with different tasks that we had to complete in the afternoon, which
were mainly related to the daily routine of the residents of the village. | had been assigned to two
tasks, including fixing the Japanese-style sliding doors and windows and cleaning a small temple
inside the village. As those Japanese-style sliding doors and windows were made of wood and paper,
the paper on the wooden frame would be broken sometimes. Thus, one of our tasks was to learn
from the villagers and fix the doors and windows with them. Although it was called “fixing”, it was
not a difficult task. The villagers prepared paper and glue for us and they taught us how to cut
symmetrical flower-shaped papers. All we had to do was cut some flower-shaped papers according
to the size of the holes on the paper and stick it onto the wooden frame of the doors. For the
window part, we had to replace the whole piece of paper with a new one, which was much easier
than cutting flower-shaped papers. After fixing the doors and the windows, we took a rest and
continued our task. One of the villagers drove us to a temple inside the village, it was an ancient and
small temple. As some villagers had briefly cleaned the temple with a vacuum cleaner for us before
we arrived, we only had to wipe the floor with some wet towels. After that, one of the elder
villagers told us about the story behind the god that the temple was built according to, it was a god
protecting the village and its people. Then, the old villager taught us a ritual to worship the god,
which was quite different from the way that Chinese people worship their god. Also, the villagers
showed us a drum used during the ritual and taught us how to play a song with it, it was really fun.
After cleaning the temple, we went back to the house where we fixed the doors and windows. The
villagers prepared some snacks and tea for us and we talked to each other while enjoying the snacks.
The villagers were really nice and told us a lot about the village. As | was one of the members who
had to help preparing for the dinner, | left earlier than my partner. My task was to prepare bell
peppers with one of my partners. As there were lots of people attending the dinner, there were a

lot of preparation had to be done. After a while, we were picked up by our teachers and headed to a



place where | longed going for. It was one of the famous attractions of Japan, “Onsen”, in English it
was known as hot spring. As there was not any “Onsen” in Hong Kong, | would like to experience it
since | was young and my chance finally came. As everyone entering the “Onsen” had to be naked, |
was a bit shy at the beginning. As it was a very precious chance, | overcame my shyness and entered
the “Onsen”. There were three hot springs, including a hot, a cool and an outdoor hot spring. The
hot one was not as hot as | imagined and | think it was a suitable temperature. When | entered the
hot spring, | could feel the warmth and it was really comfortable. After being in the hot one for a
while, we went to the outdoor hot spring. The outdoor hot spring was not as hot as the previous
one, combining with the mild wind from outside, it formed a really comfortable atmosphere. We
chatted at the outdoor hot spring for a while and went back to the indoor area for the last one, the
cool one. Though it was not as special as the other two, we were able to see the gorgeous scenery
from the window and it was really beautiful. It seemed like a tradition that people would drink milk
after entering the hot springs. | followed them and found that drinking milk after entering the hot
springs was refreshing. We left the “Onesen” and headed back to the village for dinner. When |
arrived, | was shocked by the huge amount of food prepared. It was prepared by only a few local
housewives and | was really impressed by them. After the hard work in the afternoon and entering
the “Onsen”, | was really hungry. We ate while chatting with the villagers, they were all very nice
and talkative. | remembered one of the villagers who was really friendly, he frequently poured beer
into my cup. Also, that villager taught me one thing about the table manners in Japan which | would
not notice if he did not tell me. When someone older than you is pouring the drink for you, you
should be careful how you are holding your cup. The villager told me that we should hold our cup
with two hands and tilt our cup slightly towards the one who is pouring the drink for us. We had an
enjoyable dinner with lots of delicious food and we chatted with each other exchanging ideas about
our own culture. Talking with those villagers let me understand more about Japan, which was a
Japan that different from the modernized one we usually see. The next day we left Mitsuse and
went back to Saga. Our friends from Saga brought us to a museum of a traditional Japanese dessert
called “Yokan”. The museum showed us the procedure of making that dessert and we got the
chance to taste it. This was the first time for me to try this dessert and | think it was a bit too sweet.

Though, eating it with the green tea provided made a perfect match and it was really yummy.

Day 9:

This could be said to be the last day as we were leaving in the morning of Day 10. Students from
Hong Kong were divided into 5 groups with different topics to present, and we had to present it to
some of the teachers and students of Saga University. After the presentation, it was an ending
ceremony which marked the end of this programme. At night, we had a dinner in a high-class
restaurant in Saga, where we were able to see the beautiful view of Saga city from its windows. We

enjoyed the sunset while having our dinner, which was a memorable dinner.



Day 10:
We had to arrive the airport at around 7 a.m. so we had to leave the hotel really early. | was so
happy to see all of our friends from Saga came to say goodbye and some even went to the airport

with us.

Short summary:

This was a memorable and life-changing exchange programme which consisted of two parts, the
first 10 days in Hong Kong and the last 10 days in Saga. It gave us a lot of opportunities to meet new
people and to experience something we had never done before. Apart from this, it gave us the

chance to expose ourselves to a totally unknown environment and let us explore ourselves in it.

We had a lot of new experiences during the programme, among all of the new experiences, | think
the “Gatalympic” was the most remarkable one. Entering the mudflat would be really dirty and it
was quiet hard to accept at first. During the first competition, which was the surfing-like race, all of
us were quite resistant to it. After playing for a while, we started to accept it and start to play with
others with the mud, just like throwing the mud against each other. As soon as everyone got muddy,

we started to play like crazy guys with lots of laughter.

Apart from this, | learnt a lot about Japan and some of them were different from what people
usually think about Japan. One of the things that | appreciated is how Japanese focus on sustainable
development. The importance of sustainable development in Japanese’s mind could be reflected in
various areas, for example museums, shrines and villages. One of the examples was the factory in
Arita producing Arita porcelain. That factory did not merely produce porcelain, it also held some
exhibitions and let visitors experience making porcelain. Those methods would enable more people
to know about the traditional handicraft and enhance people’s interest towards it. As a result, it
could prevent Arita porcelain from disappearing from the world. Other areas were similar to Arita
porcelain, where different methods were used to promote the importance of sustainable

development of them.

| am so glad that | have participated in this exchange programme as | met lots of people during the
trip. Other than our partners from Saga who co-joined the programme, | met and talked to many
different people, including secondary school students, teachers, people in the street and even
villagers. Talking to them had widen my horizon a lot and my knowledge about Japan had been
deepen greatly. | really enjoyed sharing my thoughts and exchanging ideas with others, especially
people from different backgrounds, this would stimulate me to reflect and think, thus | would be

able to improve myself.



This programme provided me a great chance to prepare myself for the one-year exchange in the
future. As this programme gave me some background knowledge about living in Japan, it would be
easier for me to adapt to the new environment in the coming year. My friends from Saga told me
various things that | have to pay attention to when living in Japan, especially manners as Japan is a
country where the importance of manner is emphasized.

To conclude, | think this exchange programme is really memorable and life-changing, which | have
learnt a lot from it.



Tsang Wai Yin (E E)
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Short summary:

‘It is better to travel far than to read voluminously.” Yes! This is the main reason why | joined the
Saga program. The Saga exchange program is actually a two-way exchange program. In March, a
group of 10 students from Saga University came to Hong Kong. After 4 months, it is our turn
sending 10 of us to Saga. | am really gratified to have joined the program because all the
experiences | gained there were memorable and meaningful. Hereby, | am going to share our trip

and my feelings during the 10 days exchange program.

On the first day, we were really happy seeing students from Saga University in the fukuoka airport.
We talked a lot and had a great evening. On the second day, students there guided us to walk
around their campus. It is very different from CUHK. Students use bicycles to travel around their

campus which is very youthful. At night, we had a welcoming party. We even learned how to make



takoyaki from yoshikawa sensei. Everyone enjoyed the night so much. On the third day, we visited a
high school in Takeo. We joined their English lesson and act as English facilitators encouraging
students to speak English in class. The students there were vivacious and hardworking. Though they
can't speak fluent English, they tried their very best in explaining Saga to us and they tresured every
moment in practicing English with us. The forth day, we visited Karatsu. The view there was really
good. The fifth day was the most exciting day, we went to Higata and participate in a special game
"Gatalympic". It is a competition on mudflat. Although the game was extremely exhausting and
everyone were covered with mud, it was absolutely a great experience. The sixth day, we visited
Arita which is a city famous in producing porcelain. We went to the Arita-yaki museum. We learned
everything about Arita-yaki, from the history to the process of production. Then, we have the
chance to make our own Arita-yaki! The next two days, we went to Mitsuse for gasshuku. It is very
similar to camping in Hong Kong but much more fun because we have to work as a return to the
people in the village. The very last day, we had dinner with all the people who involved in the

program, kind of like farewell dinner.

Through out this program, | gained a lot, much more than | expected. First, every experience in the
program broadened my horizons. | have tried many new things. They are all memorable and
meaningful. | especially love the Gatalympic in Higata. It was extremely fun. Every scene seems
visible before my eyes. Second, my spoken Japanese is improved. Through out the whole program, |
have treasured every moment to chat with the Japanese using Japanese. Practice makes perfect. |
can feel that my spoken Japanese is getting better after the program. Third, | gained friends that
last forever. The program bound 20 of us together with no nationality barrier. | never regret to have
joined the Saga program.
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Short summary:

For being a student who major in Japanese Studies, going to Japan should be the best thing to do.
As it is the first time for me to go to Japan, This program gave me a great change in my image for
Japan. It makes me get closer and closer to get the complete image of Japanese and Japan as a

country.

At the beginning of the program, ten students from Saga University came to Hong Kong for a 10
days visit. For a student who learn Japanese for just 3 months, it was not easy for me to
communicate with them. Moreover, using English is not a easy way to go because they don't
understand complicated sentence pattern. The only way you can do is to try your best to talk in
Japanese. However, they would try to understand what you said and that's not shameful to speak

Japanese in the public anymore.

After the ten days in Hong Kong, we went to Saga at July for ten days. Although the schedule was
tight that we only got a few free time at night, we enjoyed the trip so much. Saga and Hong Kong
have so many differences. For me, | don't like the environment of Hong Kong as there are too many
people and u can't even find a place to take a rest. However, in Saga, there are just a few people in
the road and u can just stop at the road, take a photo and not one will be blocked by you. Having a

trip here or even live in there maybe the dream of me.

Maybe that is just a part of Japan and in Tokyo there is just the same as Hong Kong, the things we



got in Saga cannot be compared with the experience from the other place. | think the way to get
the completed image of Japanese is the same as playing a puzzle. There are lots of place in Japan
and they are the single piece of image of Japanese. The part of puzzle we got from Saga is good.
Students from Saga University are very nice. They tried to understand what we said. When we
wanted to express our view but we didn't know how to speak in Japanese, they tried to help us by
saying single words. Compared to my working experience with Japanese people in a PR company,
the one of Saga is much more better. To explore more about a place, we should go here but not
only searching from the website. If we didn’t join this program, maybe we won’t know there is a

place called Saga in Japan.

Finally, 1 have no regret in joining this program. During the Hong Kong Program, il just learnt
Japanese for about 4 months and | couldn’t speak Japanese well. Although | tried my best to talk
with them, sometimes they couldn’t understand what | said. However, after the study of semester 2,
my Japanese was improved and | can communicate well with them. One of the student from Saga
University even said when she met me in Hong Kong, she thought | was so cool and couldn’t talk
with me, when i come to Saga, | always talk with her and she felt so touching. After | heard about

this, | think my effort paid is worth.
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Short summary:

The summer short-term exchange program with Saga University consists of two parts: In the first
part, 10 students from Saga University came to Hong Kong and stayed for 10 days in March, with
Hong Kong students acting as the guides. While in the second part in July, 10 Hong Kong students

headed to Saga, with Japanese students acted as the guides this time.

Before the Japanese students arrived Hong Kong, | knew that the teacher had derived us in to
different groups. All of us were paired up, which means each of us would be assigned a Japanese
student as our partner. Before we met them in the airport, | had written some e-mails to my
partner beforehand. | still remember how | felt that time, nervous but excited. In retrospect it was
the start of our friendship. | had been interested in Japanese culture for a long time, and it was the
first time of me to make friends with Japanese students. | really appreciate the program for giving

me such a valuable chance.

Time flew so fast in Hong Kong, 10 days had passed and we had to say goodbye. After 4 months, it
was time for us to meet them again. Originally, Tokyo was my whole impression of Japan, modern,

busy and convenient. However, Saga is quite different from Tokyo. My trip in Saga had changed my



images about Japan, and allows me to learn about Japan in depth. We had traveled to many places
in Saga, like Arita, Takeo and Kashima, all of them showed me a new side of Japan.

| have gained a lot during this program. Firstly, the program gave me the chances to communicate
with Japanese students. As a student majoring in Japanese studies, there is no doubt that Japanese
language is very important for me. Unfortunately, as a beginner of Japanese language, | did not
have much confidence to talk. However, as all of us were assigned with a Japanese partner, we had
to talk to them and introduce Hong Kong to them. It was a very good chance of us to practice
Japanese. At the beginning of the trip, | was afraid that my partner could not understand my
Japanese, so | used a lot of English to provide extra help. Nevertheless, | developed some
confidence later on and started talking with them solely in Japanese. It was a big improvement for

me.

The second treasure | gained is friendship, not only with the Japanese students but also with local
students. All Japanese students were nice and helpful, they had taught us different Japanese rules
and culture. For example, when we traveled to the shrines, they taught us how to wash our hands
and worship correctly. We also made Okonomiyaki in a restaurant together. More than that, we
even hanged out like Japanese youth together. After the program was finished, we still keep in
touch with each other. It was my first time to make friends with Japanese students, and | sincerely
hope that this friendship will last forever. Meanwhile, it was also the first time for me to spend 10
days overseas with my local friends together. During the trip, we laughed, we argued, we smiled,
we cried. Thank you for the program for giving me the chance to develop these precious

friendships.

Apart from language and friendship, we also learnt and experienced a lot of Japanese culture
during the trip. These days were unforgettable, | am really glad that | have joined the program.
Thank you all Japanese students, staffs of Saga University and the Chinese University. The program

was one of the most precious experiences in my life.
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Short summary:

After visiting Saga, | had learnt a lot. | fulfilled my aim of joining the Saga programmer, which is
“step out from my comfort zone”. | was a girl who always escape from trying new challenges. | was
always being protect in my comfort zone, as | thought that was the best way of having my new
university life. There were too many new things for me to face, and it was troublesome to get over
the new challenges. However, after listening to the opinion of Saga programme from year 2
students in the orientation camp, | had an idea to join this programme. All | heard about this
programme is “fun”, “enjoyable” and “fruitful”. So | try to step out from my comfort zone to
participate in this programme. After joining in Saga programme, it really gave me a really
unforgettable experience that widen my learning horizon. If any freshman ask me, | can tell them
that Saga programme is very worth joining. | hope they can step out from their comfort zone like

me in last year.

Besides, | improved my Japanese language skill. | used Japanese mostly in the programme.

During the Hong Kong part of the programme, my Japanese partner always want to find out more



when she found the difference between Japan and Hong Kong. She asked me lots of questions
about our daily living style. When we were having meal in the university canteen, | was being asked
what “red bean ice” is. | felt it was challenging as | do not know much about the name of food in
Japanese. So | tried to tell her with simple Japanese and search the image of “red bean ice” for her.
Then, she taught me about the proper Japanese of those food’s name. It was an effective way of

learning Japanese. It will be helpful for my year three exchange or living in japan.

Lastly, | learnt how to get along with Japanese. When visiting the village of Mise (=), | faced
local Japanese who was actually elder than me. | talked with him in a polite tone and with keigo (%X
#f). It provided great opportunities to use more keigo before the exchange in year3, as we use
keigo in Hong Kong rarely. Talking with Japanese from different backgrounds can help me to
practice the way of getting along with them. When | was talking with Japanese friend, | talked
without keigo and used “san” when calling her name. Joining the Saga programme gave me chances
of learning the way treating local people in Japan, which will not being taught in Japanese lessons
of Hong Kong language schools. | hope it will be helpful to improve the relationship with Japanese

during the exchange. It is also vital in talking with the boss while working in Japan.

Thank you for everybody treating me kindly in Saga, especially my partner in this programme.
She let me know more and more about Japanese culture after her detailed explanation. Thank you

for teachers and partners in this programme to brought us a wonderful memories in Saga.
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