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Introduction to CUHK History Summer Internship Programme

The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) History Department has organized a
non-salaried internship programme for History major, minor, MACPH (Master of Arts in
Comparative and Public History) and research postgraduate (MPhil and PhD) students every
summer since 2001. The objective of the programme is to provide students with real life
working experience in workplace and to apply the knowledge they have gained in an
academic setting. The programme takes place between May and August and lasts for one to
two months, subject to the individual host institutions’ arrangements. Students are expected to
gain experience in problem-solving in a real-world context, in teamwork, in an independent
work, in research as well as in administrative skills.

This programme accepts applications from:

1. CUHK History Major and Minor students;
CUHK History Full-Time Research Postgraduate students; and
CUHK MACPH Full-Time (Local and Non-local) students.

In 2016, a total of 27 History major undergraduates and MACPH students were accepted
to take part in the programme. They were assigned to 10 institutions in Hong Kong,
Guangzhou and Taipei. Those institutions include museums, government departments, media,
and publishers.

This department would like to express our gratitude to the following institutions, namely,
Curriculum Development Institute of Education Bureau, Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region Government, History Museum of Hong Kong, Dr. Sun Yat-sen Museum, Hong Kong
Heritage Museum, Antiquities and Monuments Office, The Chinese University Press, Hong
Kong Educational Publishing Company, Digital Broadcasting Corporation Hong Kong
Limited, Museum Department of Administration of Culture, Radio, Film, Television, Press
and Publication of Guangzhou Municipality Administration of Copyright of Guangzhou
Municipality, Guangdong Folk Arts Museum, and Museum of the Institute of History and
Philology, Academia Sinica (Taipei).

Summer Internship Programme
Department of History

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
January 2017
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% B F ¥ #=% Internship Experience in Hong Kong

KT B aiE B A

Curriculum Development Institute, Education Bureau
e (R 2= &8n)

HO Nga-man (History 2)

| had a two-month internship at the Education Bureau Curriculum Development
Institute, where | got to know my generous supervisors and colleagues in the summer
of 2016. Not only did they offer me valuable advice, but they also encouraged me to
explore my field of study, History in a different way.

“History for education” is different from “History for academics”. During the
internship, | was assigned to draft a piece of expected learning outcome for various
topics for the junior secondary curriculum covering European, Chinese and Hong
Kong history from ancient to modern period. I had to consider what “kind” of history
to be included: the history that could inspire the students to relate the past with the
present, that legacy of which could still be found nowadays, such as architectures and
writing systems. The significance and value of History is what “History for
education” means to deliver to the history learners, presented through simple and
concise wordings contrary to academic discourse, which involved complex theories
and extensive evidence. It was a challenging task for me to “fine tune the channel” in
the beginning, but thanks to my supervisor, who had been giving me direction all this
time, | gradually mastered the right tone of writing for this task and improved my
work bit by bit.

The most remarkable task throughout my two-month internship is definitely
proofreading. | was assigned to proofread the whole draft for a teaching reference
book prepared for printing. Compared to other tasks, which had guidelines to follow,
this task was all independent work, from organizing format to correcting typos, from
verifying sources to ascertaining missing parts. Although the task itself was arduous,
it was also interesting for it had given me a chance to polish my editorial skills and
my capability of multitasking. This was certainly a good practice for me in many
senses.

In addition, another task I had to work on was renewing the reference list for the
History curriculum. It allows me to explore a great amount of scholarly work
regarding different scopes of history, ranging from military history and social history
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to economic history and people’s history, broadening my vision and knowledge as a
history learner. If the expected learning outcome was about what “History for
education” should include, then a well-packed reference list was a useful assistance
for the educators to acquaint themselves with how History should be taught, that is,
how different scholars explained the same period of history or the same event with
their own interpretations. There was once | had a thoughtful conversation with my
supervisor on how History should be taught in secondary schools. “It is not enough to
merely let the students know what history is, but it is necessary to teach them how to
perceive it.” This had me rethought my identity as a History student, also the issue on
the continuity of history — history is not relic in the past tense, it is in the present tense
in its most solid form.

Once again, thanks to all supervisors and colleagues who had been supporting
me throughout this two-month internship. I am grateful for their patience and
understanding. 1 would not learn so much without their gracious guidance and
enlightenment.
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Hong Kong Museum of History
AL (2 Epl- E#%)
TANG Sze Shing (MACPH 1)

To describe my feeling as joyous when 1 visit a museum, especially a history or
an archaeological one, is almost an understatement. | guess the emotion | have for it
can probably only be matched when a five-year old child finds himself in a candy

13



PR R RR VR $w i (2016)
CUHK History Department Summer Internship Programme Issue 4 (2016)
store. Weapons, utensils, decorations, and all sorts of exhibits in a museum, for me,
are no different from mashed mellows, gummy bears and chocolates. Indeed, I do find
museums fascinating, especially physical artifacts inside display cases. For whatever
reasons existed in my mind, those artifacts seem more compelling than words and
pictures on books and articles in allowing me to discern the historical implications of
an event or to reconstruct a broader historical reality.

Prior to this internship experience, | knew museums embed with the priority of
educating the public. I also used to hold the impression that organizing an exhibition
requires minimal efforts, thinking all a museum needs to do consists only of
compiling a variety of artifacts together in a meaningful order and writing some
descriptions about them to make them intelligible. Not much more contemplations,
however, went beyond these mere recognitions. These thoughts were indeed naive.
Thankfully, through taking Prof. Joseph Ting’s course on museum studies in the
spring semester of 2016, my understanding on museums was broadened. Until then, I
never noticed or appreciated the vast extent of research, planning, conservation, and
many other aspects involved within the daily operation of a museum. My interest
grew after taking the course, and | knew what | learned from it was only the very tip
of an iceberg. This curiosity motivated me to participate in this summer internship
programme in order to learn more about the behind-the-scene activities of a museum.

My internship took place in July 2016 at the Hong Kong Museum of History.
During the one month there, it happened to coincide with the museum hosting the
exhibition on Mare Nostrum: Roman Navy and Pompeii, organized by the
Ethnography Unit of the museum, the very department which | was assigned to. The
majority of my responsibilities revolved around this exhibition. | conducted a visitor
satisfactory survey to collect views and opinions from visitors after their visits, and
drafted a report for the museum on the exhibition based on the survey results. | also
inspected the exhibition every morning before its opening to the public, checking
whether any exhibit, decoration, or device is damaged and needed repairing, to ensure
it will run smoothly that day. My other duties involved with researching for the
upcoming exhibitions in 2017, inputting data of donations and stored items into the
Museum Collection Management System, drafting donation application memos for
meetings, and partaking in collecting donations.

Some of the most thought provoking and memorable moments throughout this
internship concerned with the relationship between museums and the public. I have

already grasped a vague sense of this idea through Dr. Ting’s course, but I used to
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consider it as unilateral and passive, in which exhibition organizers provide
information to visitors without receiving feedbacks from them. This outlook has
changed due to this month. Every week, the Ethnography Unit receives phone calls
and emails from visitors regarding their opinions on the Mare Nostrum exhibition, in
areas such as its contents or its topic. | have learned that not only must museums
demonstrate professionalism of presenting accurate information, they must also aim
for a balance between intellectualism and public perception. This internship
experience makes me realize that museums and their visitors consist of active,
bilateral, and vibrant interactions.

I would like to express my gratitude to the CUHK Department of History in
allowing me to participate in this summer internship program, as well as Mr. Joseph
Chow, my supervisor, along with Ms. Emily Chan, Ms. Karen Li, and Ms. Rachel
Leung of the Ethnography Unit of the Hong Kong Museum of History for their
insights, wisdoms, and patience this one month. | would also like to acknowledge my
fellow CUHK interns at the History Museum, including Candy Tsang, Tommy Chung,
and Coolbie Mok, for their friendship.

FEFELEF &

Hong Kong Museum of History
¥ (Ferfzas)
TSANG Chi-kwan (History 3)
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List of Participants in 2016

Institutions

Hong Kong
Curriculum Development Institute,
Education Bureau
Hong Kong Museum of History

Dr. Sun Yat-sen Museum
Hong Kong Heritage Museum

Antiquities and Monuments Office
The Chinese University Press

Hong Kong Educational Publishing
Company

Digital Broadcasting Corporation

Guangzhou
Guangdong Folk Arts Museum

Taipei
Museum of the Institute of History
and Philology, Academia Sinica

Students

HO Nga-man
YUEN Kwai-yan
CHUNG Wai-yee
LAU Chun-yuk
TANG Sze-shing
TSANG Chi-kwan
KOO Man-chun
LAU Kei-kwan
LAU Tsz-kwan
MO Ziwei
WONG Hoi-ling

CHUNG Cheuk-pan

AN Shaofan
SHAN Yanru
WANG Xinglu
ZOU Shuhui
AU Oi-ming

HO Chun-him
LAM Yu-hang
LAO Ching-yin
LEUNG Sze-wing
YIP Chung-sing
HUANG Xuefan
YUEN Yuk-ting

LING Chin-pang

CHEUNG Ka-lok
WONG Sin-tung

%= ¥ (2016)
Issue 4 (2016)

Year

History 2
History 4
History 2
History 2
MACPH 1
History 3
History 3
History 2
History 3
MACPH 1
History 3
History 3
MACPH 1
MACPH 1
MACPH 1
MACPH 1
History 2
History 3
History 3
History 2
History 2
History 3
MACPH 1
History 2

History 2

History 2
History 2
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http://www.edb.gov.hk/
http://www.mingyuen.edu.hk/
http://sfc-plk.edu.hk/
http://www.lamwoo.edu.hk/
http://www.ssc.edu.hk/
http://www.tlmshk.edu.hk/
http://www.skss.edu.hk/~skss/home.php
http://www.cpc.edu.hk/
http://www.cch.edu.hk/
http://hk.drsunyatsen.museum/
http://hk.history.museum/
http://www.grs.gov.hk/
http://www.amo.gov.hk/
http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/Museum/Coastal/
http://www.heritagemuseum.gov.hk/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ics/amm/
http://www.lib.cuhk.edu.hk/
http://www.dyshf.com/
http://www.ihp.sinica.edu.tw/
http://www.lotus-tours.com/
http://www.takungpao.com/
http://www.gcyouth.net/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ics/21c/index.html
http://www.chineseupress.com/
http://www.cfsc.org.hk/unitweb/service/serv7/701.php?company_id=SRV7_2
http://www.hkptu.org/
http://www.police.gov.hk/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/osa/
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List of Internship Institutions since 2001

Education

Curriculum Development Institute, Education
Bureau, HKSAR Government

Catholic Ming Yuen Secondary School

Chang Pui Chung Memorial College

Christian & Missionary Alliance Sun Kei
Secondary School

CUHK FAA Chan Chun Ha Secondary School
Po Leung Kuk Vicwood K.T. Chong Sixth Form
College

St. Stephen’s College

SKH Lam Woo Memorial Secondary School
The True Light Middle School of Hong Kong

Publication and Communication

Digital Broadcasting Corporation HK Limited
Greater China Youth

Hong Kong Educational Publishing Company
Joint Publishing (Hong Kong) Company Limited
Lotus Tours Limited

MK 1l Communications

Ta Kung Pao

The Chinese University Press

Times (HK) Publishing Company Limited

Twenty-First Century Bimonthly Editorial Office

Conservation of Heritage and
Exhibition of Historical Records

Antiquities and Monuments Office, HKSAR Government

Art Museum, CUHK

Dr. Sun Yat-sen Museum

Hong Kong Heritage Museum

Hong Kong Museum of History

Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence

Public Records Office, Government Records Service,
HKSAR Government

University Library System, CUHK

The National Museum of China (Beijing)
Guangdong Folk Arts Museum (Guangzhou)
Guangzhou Museum (Guangzhou)

Guangzhou Museum of Art (Guangzhou)

Museum of the Mausoleum of the Nanyue King
(Guangzhou)

The Memorial Museum of Generalissimo Sun Yat-sen
Mansion (Guangzhou)

Shanghai Municipal Archives (Shanghai)

Museum of the Institute of History and Philology,
Academia Sinica (Taipei)

Public Administration

Christian Family Service Centre — Lei Yue Mun Office
Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups

Hong Kong Police Force

Hong Kong Policy Research Institute

Hong Kong Professional Teachers’ Union

Legislative Council Member Hon. Eu Yuet Mee Office
Legislative Council Member Hon. Margaret Ng Office
Office of Student Affairs, CUHK

The Democratic Party
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http://www.lamwoo.edu.hk/
http://www.amo.gov.hk/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ics/amm/
http://hk.drsunyatsen.museum/
http://hk.history.museum/
http://www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/Museum/Coastal/
http://www.grs.gov.hk/
http://www.gcyouth.net/
http://www.lotus-tours.com/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/ics/21c/index.html
http://www.police.gov.hk/
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