
                                                           
1 Long ago, the emperor of China decided his people needed a better way to measure time. He devised a twelve-year cycle and organized a great race. The first 
twelve animals to cross the finish line would each get to represent one year in the cycle. The racecourse was long and arduous, passing through a dense forest 
and over a treacherous river. 
Cat and Rat were best friends and wanted desperately to win the race together. They raced through the forest but could not figure out how to safely cross the 
river. While trying to figure out how to cross the river, they spotted Kind Ox and asked if they could ride across on Ox’s back. Ox agreed with the idea that Cat 
and Rat would allow Ox to cross the finish line first. As Ox neared the other side, Rat pushed Cat into the river and hopped off scurrying across the finish line 
before Ox to become the first in the twelve-year cycle! Ox finished second. Tiger braved the strong currents and came in third. Lucky Rabbit found stones and 
logs to hop across the river to land in fourth.  Noble Dragon stopped along the way to help people in need so placed sixth.  To reward his noble act, the 
emperor told Dragon his son could be sixth after him.  His son had not accompanied him, but Snake slithered forward just as Horse was about to cross and 
claimed Dragon as his adoptive father.  Thus, Snake became sixth.  Horse crossed right after in seventh.  Sheep, Monkey and Rooster had found a raft and 
worked together to cross the river coming in eighth, ninth and tenth respectively.  Playful Dog sauntered across in eleventh after frolicking in the river.  Swift 
Pig came in twelfth after stopping for snacks along the race.  And thus, became the Chinese Zodiac: Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Sheep, 
Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig. 
 





孔

明灯



长寿面

’

压岁钱

饺子

交子





福 福

“ ” 倒 “ ” 到



年 年



年糕

发糕

汤圆

元宵


