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The mission of the Department of Fine Arts was “to promote the study of Chinese art and culture and the exchange of Chinese and
Western art” when it was established in 1957. In its early years, the Department aimed to nurture artistic talents with rich general
knowledge by offering a programme with art theory, studio practice, and training of literature, history and philosophy. On the endeav-
our of various chairs of the Department and Mr. Ch’ien Mu, the principal of New Asia College, the Department succeeded in recruiting
a teaching team of renowned artists, and thus laid down the solid foundation of its academic tradition.

In the 1970s, in response to the development of the University and Hong Kong society, the Department sought to develop a balanced
and comprehensive programme with art history and studio practice. In 1981, the Department set up its first postgraduate programme,
M. Phil. in History of Chinese Art, and invited Dr. Jao Tsung-I, to be Honorary Professor and participate in teaching postgraduate
students. In 1992, the Department offered Ph.D. programme in History of Chinese Art, focusing on research of calligraphy and paint-
ing, ancient objects, and modern art of China. With the establishment of the M.F.A. programme in 1993, the Department became the
first tertiary institute that offered postgraduate programme in creative art in Hong Kong. In 2009, the Department further set up a
part-time M.A. programme in Fine Arts with the aim of training up more art professionals for Hong Kong.
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There are two ways to apply for admission: JUPAS and Non-JUPAS.
The details are as follows:

A. Admission on the Strength of Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary
Education Examination Results

Candidates who study 4 core and 2 elective subjects, or 4 core and 1
elective subject and the Mathematics (Extended Part) Modulel or 2,
are eligible to apply for admission to undergraduate programmes at
the University. The minimum requirements for the 4 core subjects of
Chinese Language, English Language, Mathematics, and Liberal
Studies are at levels 3322 respectively. For the elective subjects, the
minimun requirements are level 3.

In addition to satisfying the University requirements, applicants shall
satisfy the additional requirements of the programme concerned.

B. Admission on the Strength of Qualifications Other than Hong Kong
Diploma of Secondary Education Examination Results

Candidates with other qualifications (for example, GCE-AL, IB,
HKALE, Associate Degree/Higher Diploma) should apply for admis-
sion through non-JUPAS.

Applicants should refer to the website of the Office of Admissions and
Financial Aid for the requirements of respective admission schemes
(http://admission.cuhk.edu.hk).

The Department offers a variety of graduate programmes. They
include Master of Philosophy (M.Phil.) and Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) for Art History, and Master of Fine Arts (M.F.A.) and Master of
Arts (M.A.) for Studio.

A. Art History

M.Phil. - Ph.D. in History of Chinese Art

The programme aims to provide academic training for student to con-
duct advanced research on the history of Chinese art. Fields of spe-
cialization include the histories and theories of Chinese painting and
calligraphy, jades, bronzes, ceramics, religious art, and contempo-
rary Chinese art.

Admission Qualifications

In addition to the general qualifications required for admission to the
Graduate School, all applicants must fulfill the “English Language
Proficiency Requirements” (Please refer to the Graduate School
website: http://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk for details). Applicants should
have majored in Fine Arts. Consideration will also be given to appli-
cants who have minored in Fine Arts and those who have majored in
related fields. Applicants for the M.Phil. stream should submit a
research plan with no less than 1,000 words; those for the Ph.D.
stream should submit a research plan with no less than 2,000 words,
as well as their Master’s thesis and related publications (only applica-
ble to candidate with a research master’s degree). Applicants may be
invited for an interview.

B. Studio Art

M.F.A. Programme

The programme aims to provide advanced training for students to
develop a career in studio art through studio and art theory courses.
Fields of specialization include painting, sculpture, mixed media, Chi-
nese painting, calligraphy, and seal carving.

Admission Qualifications

In addition to the general qualifications required for admission to the
Graduate School, applicants must fulfill the “English Language Profi-
ciency Requirements” (Please refer to the Graduate School website:
http://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk for details). Applicants for the M.F.A.
programme should have majored in Fine Arts. Consideration will also
be given to applicants who have minored in Fine Arts and those who
have majored in related fields. Applications for the M.A. programme
(part-time) should have obtained a Bachelor’'s degree from a recog-
nized university and those who have relevant art experience are pref-
erable. Applicants for both programmes should submit a statement
with no less than 1,000 words, explaining the purpose of their appli-
cation and the focus of their academic interests, as well as a portfolio
of 15 images of original works of art (digital format / photographs).
Applicants may be invited for an interview.

M.A. Programme in Fine Arts (Part-time)

The programme aims to provide a platform for the development of
individual art practices. With their knowledge and experience, the
teaching staff will provide support to student peer groups and,
through facilitating critical debate as well as offering practical help
and advice, encourage the development of personal projects. The
programme is made up of components in Art History, Culture Theory
and Studio. It will help students to define or reconfigure their art
projects and to equip them with the critical tools and practical skills
necessary for an advanced professional practice. Focus will be put to
practice of contemporary art. Fields of specialization include painting,
sculpture, mixed media, Chinese painting and calligraphy.




