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China in the Tokugawa Imagination: Indigenizing Chinese
Legends, Confucian Values and Historical Terms in
Tokugawa Thought

1. Introductlon The Role of China in Tokuaawa Thought

2. The Xufu Legend in Tokugawa Intellectual History

3. The Yang Guifei Legend in Japan: A Textual and Intellectual Analysis

4. Wu Taibo in Early Tokugawa Thought: Imperial Ancestor or Chinese Sage

Part 2: Confucian Values

5. Filial Piety and Loyalty in Tokugawa Confucianism: Nakae Toju and His
Reading of Xiaojing

6. The Appropriation of the Mencius in Tokugawa Political Thought: A Study
of Yoshida Shoin’s Reading of the Mencius

7. The Shintoization of the Yijing in Kokugaku: Hirata Atsutane’s Reading of
the Yijing

Part 3: Historical Terms

8. The Naming of Japan and China in Tokugawa Rhetorical Strategies

9. The Uses of Chinese Political Terminology in Tokugawa Japan: A Study of
“Bakufu” and “Shagun”

10. Redefining Legitimacy in Tokugawa Historiography

11. Conclusion: An Analysis of Cultural Indigenization of Chinese Culture in
Tokuaawa Japan
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1558

(FHBAYE AARRLER PE 55
g Wai-ming Ng

[ ZEIBXEHYSXTERBRESREDAMSGR, —£8

ANBTR L 7 B AR R T LT 4R A SR B AR . SR

FERERTTER. LHARE AT KU B R R AL ES Chinese Confucianism has created many sages as political and ethical ! The family name of T'ai-po was in fact not
FRSHLN, AANGRECRERETRIE-BRREFENM models. Confucians in China, Japan and Korea rated Chinese sages differently ~ Wu but Chi #5. Regarded as the ancestor of
EEL BB T RN LA MEERRHA L. ERETEA according to their own changing political and intellectual agendas. Though the Wuzzeptuie insondiern Ching, Soweess,
R ARSI RN SR RN . EOARESE : A 2 " he is referred to as Wu Tai-po in many

mred EEI S = = ’ I praised by Confucius as one of the two perfect ancient sages in the Zun-p  Chinese sources.

* :i:“ f:ﬂiﬁ :_“:; xﬁz:‘;; Eéﬁz‘iﬁ* ?:;jii .u?j 75 (Analects), Wu T'ai-po £ A8 (also T'ai-po ZE{F) became a neglected 2 Ths is recorded in Lun-yid Tai-po ti pa
7 ® w7 ‘E&if s RES figure in Chinese historiography and Confucianism.! Only a few ancient  [T'ai-po in chapter 8 of the Lun-yil and Shib
EffAMEE AL FPENEERHE. SR XESNEE. B Chinese works, such as the Lun-yii and Shib chi 8252 (Records of the Grand  b# Wu T'ai-po shib-chia [The Wu Tai-po
AR LEE S 30 PR R A A B O AR 1 S R B G ER WP RO AT AR Rk IR T o

S—THAFEHSH. BASFHERFEAABEPEAARELTFHESFNOR HEAS
R AR S T SRIENETERG PR mmEt RREL.

WAI-MING NG
(Chinese University of Hong Kong)

THE HSU FU LEGEND IN TOKUGAWA JAPAN:
A TEXTUAL STUDY

It is highly debatable whether or not Hsii Fu 248, a half historical and
half legendary figure mentioned in the Shih Chi (Records of the Grand
Historian, complied by Ssu-ma Ch’ien, 145-90 B.C.) ever journeyed to
Japan. This story has stimulated and fed the imagination of artists in both / \
China and Japan. Heretofore, scholars of Hsii Fu in Japan and China have
examined this issue from an archaeological perspective.! However, my
paper looks into the Hsii Fu discourse from an intellectual and textual
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“The nation of Japan is also called Yamato-Runi 4% B . Located in the
Eastern Sea, Xu Fu brought five hundred pairs of boys and girls to this
nation in the Qin period. Nowadays, its people and culture are [ike those
in Changan. More than a thousand miles in the Northeast, there is a
mountain called Fufi, also named Mountain Penglai & 3k L. ... Xu Fu
settled down there and called it Penglai. Now his descendants name
Hata % . This land has never invaded others, protected by the dragon

e sen

to an island.” by the Chinese monk Vi Chu
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“In the seventy-second year of the regime of the Korei emperor [218 B.C], the
founding emperor of Qin sent Xu Fu to look for miracle medicine at sea. Xu
Fu eventually arrived and settled in Kumano. In the seventeenth year of the
Sujin emperor [81 B.C], Kumano Daigongen {& 2 # HA¥ (God of Kumano)
emerged. After his death, Xu Fu became a Shinto deity. He contimyd/ to
worshipped by people until the present day.” - By the Korean Shin SuKju



¢ According to tradition, in the Qin period, Xu Shi (also Xu Fu) wrote to
the First Emperor, asking for five hundred pairs of boys and girls to
search for elixir in the three heavenly mountains in the sea. He landed
- 41 . 1141 /] 1141 /] .,- 11 N v 11 1 v 1M AVD Ol ¥ -.-,,4,4,,4- . /] 4 a

ny nation. ---by MonR Isho
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(1) Mt.Fuji

SERWMEEY BT, Ishikawa, 2010

“Having wandered around the three mountains in
Kumano, Xu Fu went to Atsuta in Owari. He then
visited other provinces and finally settled down on

the slopes of Mount Fuji.”
pes of { / \
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I'mages of Xu Fu in ToRugawa Japan
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(1) Transmitter of Chinese Culture
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In the seventy-two year, the Qin A &X& g 72
: : . L
Chinese Xu Fu came with one X W g WA
. a- LS
thousand boys and girls and books of L J-.EE
: : : : Bl z
the early Rings. Having failed to find + ® %%
elixir, he stayed and did not return. It :_ 3
is said that he settled down in Mount -

Fuji and there is also a Xu Fu shrine in
Mount Kumano. His descendents in
Japan named Hata.” --Hayashi Razan

LSRN




“Xu Fu came to Japan about six or seven years before
the burning of books and the burying of Confucians
alive [by the First Emperor of the Qin]. During that
time [in Japan], few people could understand the
greater seal script and the lesser seal script written
down on lacquered or bamboo plates [that Xu Fu
brought to Japan].” ---Hayashi Razan 7\



¢ “Xufu came to Japan because he heard from the Koreans that
Japan was a land of benevolence. ... He introduced Confucian
morality, public manners and various systems. Xu Fu found
refuge in Japan and settled down here with thousands of
followers. Although some Chinese classics disappeared in

Cﬁina‘ tﬁei had survived in the ioreiin land i ]aicmi. “ ‘ ‘
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“Together with five hundred pairs of boys and girls, the seeds of
five crops, and agricultural tools, Xu Fu escaped from China
and came to Japan by boat. Having reached the coast of
Kumano, Xu Fu landed and settled down. He engaged in
agriculture and educated the boys and girls. His descendants
also became the leaders of Kumano and they enjoyed a gﬁ Q&

stability and prosperity.” —Tachibana Nankei



It looRs different and it is not the Rind of paper that we often see.
I asked how and the monR replied: “This paper is not for sale. It is
only used by the villagers. In ancient past, Xu Fu came to Japan
and settled down in Kumano. He taught the natives to make paper.
Even now, there are two villages in this area that have Rept this
tradition. They call it Xu Fu paper. Although it is like Tang paper,
when you tear it apart, it always breaks horizontally.” This is
evidence that the legend of Xu Fu is real. -—-Momoi Tou v\



“The field around the tomb [of Xu Ful in the four
sides is called the paddy field of Xu Fu. On a certain
day in every April, the villagers gather to sow the
seed and hum the tune of the Xu Fu song. One night,
I listened to the singing of this song and found out
that it matches Chinese musical theory and its so nés
are all ancient Chinese sounds. ---Sato Sﬁzgeﬁzgt
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Xu Fu saw the national glory Qf ]apan anc{ came to
settle down in Japan. He escaped from the Qin, the

land of tigers and leopards, and died in Japan as a

[(

deity. He lived in the three mountains in Kumano and

Matsushita Kenn}y \y

»

was not an ordinary man.



“Nu Fu and his people escaped to Japan from the
authoritarian Qin Dynasty. They became the
subjects of Japan and settled down in the
countryside of Kumano. They admired the virtues
of my nation and became our officials and people.
When foreigners heard of this thing, they said
Wu Taibo and Xu Fu were the ancestors of Japan.
They lived in ancient past. For people who have
not examined carefully, they suggested wrong
ideas. Our imperial [ine started several thousand
years before the times of Wu Taibo and Xu Fu.
Why did people say our Japanese are the
descendants of the Wu or Qin people? 1
understand why foreigners advocate this idea.
However, Confucians of our nation who support
this idea are indeed traitors of our cﬁviz?lat on
and deities. They are unpardonable evildoers!”
-—--Ono Takakiyo




Sy e

“It is understandable that the scholar Xu Fu, in order to avoid being Rilled
under the tyranny of Qin, pretended to be a Taoist priest. He advocated the
idea of the three divine mountains as a means to seek refugee in a land of
happiness. Didn’t he Rnow that there was a nation of gentlemen in the East?
... Alas! In the whole wide world, thousands of nations are now at odds
with each other. Ten thousand years later, when people look for Horai
[Penghai, or heaven on earth], they should come here [Japan]. This is the

reason why I wrote the epigraph for this memorial.” ---Wiidh/fan%
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(3) The Other

“There is no evidence to support the claim
that Xu Fu brought the writing system to
Japan. Xu Fu cheated the First Emperor
of the Qin, taking his treasures as well as
boys and girls away. He left without a
trace. All theories about his landing are
speculations. Instead of denying them,
[some of us] followed these far-fetched
ideas from books and evil monks. I do not
believe them at all.”---Yamagata Bahto
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Someone wrote: “The Qin official Xu Fu went to Japan. The
Shang shu remained intact” This was recorded in the foreign
nation [China/, but not in our official historical records, and
therefore we should not believe it. Recently, Confucians of
our nation have evinced respect for that foreign nation and
refer to it as the Central Kingdom and belittle Japan as a
barbaric nation. They are disloyal people who look down

upon Japanese traditions, believing that stories about W)
Taibo and Xu Fu are historically true.” ---Ise Sac[ata/ \



Concluding Remarks

An intellectual battleground for ToRugawa scholars

A Metaphor to define Sino-Japanese relations
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