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Professor Chen Xuemei obtained her B.Sc degree from Peking University in 1988 and her
Ph.D. from Cornell University in 1995. After postdoctoral training from 1995 to 1998 at California
Institute of Technology, she started her assistant professor position in 1999 at the Waksman Institute at
Rutgers University. She was promoted to associate professor in 2005 and won the Board of Trustees
Research Fellowship for Scholarly Excellence at Rutgers University. She moved to University of
California, Riverside in 2005 as an associate professor and was promoted to full professor in 2009 and
endowed chair professor in 2010. In 2011, she was named a Howard Hughes Medical Institute -
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation Investigator, only 15 most innovative plant scientists in the US
were selected. In 2013, she was elected into the US National Academy of Sciences.

Professor Chen Xuemei’s groundbreaking work in the fields of plant meristem development
and microRNA molecules has opened a new area of plant study. The new discoveries have also paved
the way for similar studies in animals. She has an outstanding publications record including in top
journals such as Science and Cell.



