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Homegrown Nest Boxes Wins Swifts’ Heart
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The University installed 25 artificial nest boxes at

the eaves of the southern fagade of the University
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Figure 1: A house swift and its incomplete nest
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Library in March 2009 as a measure to help the
house swifts affected by the expansion works on
the building’s northern fagade to relocate their
nests. The 25 boxes comprise four models. Two
were introduced from the UK, and two designed
by the Estates Management Office of CUHK.

When house swifts lose their nests, they build new
ones in the location of the original nests or at a
nearby site. The most difficult part of nesting on a

vertical wall surface is to make a firm base.

On 6 July 2010, Dr. Tsim Siu-tai, our external
consultant in the conservation of house swifts,
found in a regular monitoring visit that two pairs
of house swifts were nesting on the southern fagade

of the library. One pair built the nest from scratch.
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Figure 2: A completed swift nest built on an artifical nest box

The other used one of the locally-designed nest
boxes as the base of their new nest. Almost two
months later, on 28 August, the birds that built
their nest from scratch made little progress
(Figure 1), while the pair that built their nest on the

nest box have completed their new home (Figure 2).

That nest box was made with a tree fern slab and a
wooden board. It is intended to serve as a base for
the birds to build their nests on it.

Dr. Tsim said, ‘This is the first case in Hong Kong
where house swifts built their nest with the help
of an artificial nest box, which can save the birds
much time in nesting. This discovery is significant
for the formulation of better conservation measures

in the future’





