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Free Will and the Problem of Evil

In the first sentence of the paper, you should introduce the general issue you will discuss. In this case, it is the problem of evil. Use one or two sentences to briefly explain what the problem is. Then introduce your specific topic. In this example, it is the free will defense to the problem of evil. Explain the defense and how it tries to solve the problem of evil by explaining why God has good reasons to allow evil. Next, you should state your thesis. For example, you might say, “In this paper, I argue that the free will defense successfully solves the problem of evil.” Then very briefly indicate the reasons for your thesis. For example, you might say, “Some critics think the free will defense fails, because God could give us free will and still stop people from doing evil. But, as I will explain, if God did prevent all evil, people would not really have free will, because they would know they couldn’t freely do anything they wanted. So if we are to have free will, God must allow moral evil to exist.” 

You might also explain the structure of your paper. You could say, “In the first and second sections, I will explain the problem of evil and how the free will defense solves the problem. In Section 3, I will summarize some criticisms of the free will argument. Then, in the fourth section, I argue that these criticisms can be answered. Thus the free will defense is convincing. 

1. The Problem of Evil

The margins (邊界) of the page are 1.25 inches on left and right. The text on the cover page, the title of the paper, and the title of each section is double-spaced and centered on the page (置中對齊). Skip one line before the title of each section, as in the example above. 

The first line of each paragraph in the paper is indented (縮排) either 0.3 or 0.5 inches. There is a page number in the top right-hand corner of each page. The text is double-spaced (2 倍行高). Do not use 1.5-line spacing or 3 line spacing. Also, do not skip a line (leave a blank line) after each paragraph. The paragraphs should be left-justified (靠左對齊). Right justification (靠右對齊) makes the page look attractive but is not necessary for course papers. An uneven right edge leaves more space to write comments. If you have any footnotes, they should go after punctuation marks, not before.
 To create a footnote in Word, press and hold the “alt” key, then type “i,” then “n,” and then press “Enter” or click “確定.” 

The text is all 12-point Times New Roman. This font is clear and easy to read. If you’re writing in Chinese, please use 細明體, also 12-point. Do not use bold text (粗體字型), except for section titles—but even then it’s not really necessary. Do not use italics (斜體字型), either, except for foreign words, like cogito ergo sum, or for special symbols, as in “p ( q.”

2. The Free Will Defense

As in this example, try to choose an informative title for each section of the paper. These titles will help you to organize your ideas effectively and will make the paper easier to read. They are like signposts to readers, telling them what is coming. If completed, this sample paper might have four sections after the Introduction: The Problem of Evil, the Free Will Defense, Objections and Replies, and Conclusion. In explaining the free will defense, the writer would probably cite Hick (1963). In explaining the criticisms, the writer would probably cite Johnson (1981). 

For this course, please include a word count at the end of your paper. (649 words)

� For example, this footnote comes after the full stop, not before it. Also, leave a space between the footnote number and the first word of the footnote text. 





