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The philosophy of language changed forever with the publication of Saul Kripke's Naming and Necessity and Hilary Putnam's ‘The Meaning of “Meaning”’. We can all agree about that. But there is a lively debate over precisely what we learn from those seminal works and the literature they spawned. These four seminars will be concerned with one part of the debate, the part most particularly concerned with the description theory of reference for names. I belong to the party that holds that the description theory of reference was transformed but not eliminated: the party the opposition think of as failing to see how deep the Kripke-Putnam revolution cuts into traditional views of meaning and reference. In particular, I am one of the minority (?) who hold that we do not learn that the reference of names does not go by descriptions but rather that it does not go by the descriptions that first come to mind when the name is mentioned, and, in addition, that we learn that anchoring or centering is rife. 

The discussion will be set against a representationalist view of mind and language and we will note along the way some lessons from our discussion for the debate over broad and narrow content, and certain identity claims concerning colour and mental content.

You are not expected to read all the material below but it would be good if you had some familiarity with Kripke and Putnam (obviously). I will bring with me versions of a number of my papers listed below.

The seminars will be given as informal talks to ppt.
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