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A Study of the Cantonese Pronunciation of the Secondary School
Students in Hong Kong
CHAN Hung-Kan and HOYAN Hang-Fung, Carole

Abstract

Despite the implementation of mother-tongue teaching in recent years, the
Cantonese pronunciation of Hong Kong students still awalifs improvement. During
June to July 1999, we carried out a research on the Cantonese pronunciation of
Hong Kong secondary school students and interviewed around 200 students in 5
secondary schools. The result shows the followings: with regard to the articulation
of initials, students usually mistake 1- for n-, p- for O-, and k- for kw-. The initials
13-, t8'- and s- are always mispronounced. With regard to the articulation of finals,
-n is usnally mistaken for -n, and m Jor 7. With regard to literary and colloguial
pronunciation, there is a tendency in mixing up the two, and colloguial
pronunciation is usually adopted in reading. With regard to the original tone and
the modified tone, the modified one is usually adopted. This essay investigates the
reasons behind the pronunciation problem among Hong Kong students and
suggests ways for improvement.






