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ABSTRACT

Ecotourism has been championed as a vehicle for sustainable
development despite its effectiveness becomes under scrutiny in recent
years. Of the various factors discussed in the current literature as
hindrances to the success of ecotourism, a lack of stakeholder
collaboration is discussed. Drawing upon stakeholder and collaboration
theories and on triple-bottom-line principles, this research aims to
investigate the contributions of effective stakeholder collaboration to
sustainable ecotourism. The study adopts an exploratory research design
and conducts in-depth interviews and focus group discussions with
pertinent stakeholders. Research findings revealed poor interactions and
collaborations amongst ecotourism stakeholders. Consequently,
ecotourism in southern Ethiopia accelerates the degradation of natural
resources, by overlooking communities while benefiting other ecotourism
stakeholders. Therefore, in poorly resourced and remote destinations,
failure to empower and participate communities does not only undermine
the sustainable development of ecotourism but also jeopardizes the
natural ecosystem and thereby the survival of communities themselves.
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