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ABSTRACT & o\

The MOS Iron Mine and its settlements have been shaped by transnational events and
Ingenious human endeavours against all odds. The post-WWII MOS Iron Mine
settlements were results of a form of transnational urbanism: the Iron Mine was a joint-
venture of local and Japanese investments made possible by the Cold War mentality that
tried to rebuild rather than discipline Japan; and the retreat of catholic as well as
protestant churches from communist China to this remote corner of Hong Kong to serve
the poor in the early 1950s. The Iron Mine operations had nurtured generations of
miners, explosive operators, mechanics and construction workers that have contributed
to the building of Hong Kong in subsequent decades. The settlements also symbolise the
Industrious spirit and culture of Hong Kongers in face of international and regional
political volatilities, material shortage and economic hardship.
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Mee Kam Ng is Vice-chairman of the Department of Geography and Resource
Management and Director of the Urban Studies Programme at the Chinese University of
Hong Kong. She is a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences in UK, a member of the
RTPI and a fellow of the HKIP.
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This research is sponsored by the Built Heritage Conservation Fund.
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