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Instructor BAI Ying
Department of Economics, ELB906
Tel: 39438004
Email: ybai@cuhk.edu.hk

Office hour Tuesday, 9:00AM — 11:00AM

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course covers current research topics and methods in Development Economics. The goal of this
course is to understand the economic problems of developing countries by using economic theories
and their applications. The course will cover both the macroeconomics and microeconomics
approaches to development economics. We will first overview the theories of growth and discuss their
potential in explaining income differences across countries, and then move to study the different facets
of human development: market, institution, and culture.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this course, students are expected to be able to:
1. Outline the main theories and concepts in development economics;
2. Summarize and evaluate empirical work in development economics;
3. Make judgements about what policies the government should (or should not) pursue to foster
economic development.

PREREQUISITES
(Intermediate-level) Coursework in microeconomics, macroeconomics, and econometrics

GRADING POLICY
1: In-Class midterm exam (50%)

» 'There will be a closed book midterm examination on Monday, March 1st, 2021. All the
material covered up to March 1st will be considered part of the exam. A problem set will be
provided in the early February.

> Be sure to atrive (sign in the zoom meeting) punctually for the exam. NO additional time will
be given to students who arrive late.

» There will be NO make-up examination. The only exceptions ate for serious medical
emergencies. Upon a proper doctor's notice, a make-up exam (or essay) will be scheduled.

2: Group presentation and peer evaluation (40%)
» Students need to form a group which includes 3 members. Each group needs to summatize
economic differences (for instance, income, inequality, literacy, ...) between two (randomly
assigned) countries/regions and explain the potential roots of the differences.



»  [10%)] Slides: each group needs to submit the slides via the coutse website by 5:00 pm on April
18, 2021. Late submission will result in 1/2 reduction of the grade for this part.

[20%] Presentation: presentation lasts for 8-10 minutes.

[10%)] Anonymous Peer Evaluation: to avoid free-riding, students are required to evaluate the
overall contribution made by their group members (not including themselves). The evaluation
form will be available on course website. Students need to email me the filled form after the
presentation (within one day). Those who do NOT submit their peer evaluation will NOT
receive grade for this part.

>
>

3: Class participation (10%)

Attendance will be taken and contribute 10% to your final grade as participation score. Three
attendance checks will be randomly conducted. If you are absent for all those 3 lectures, you will
receive ZERO participation score. Active class participation enriches the course, which is highly
encouraged.
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