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Enjoying a hearty bowl of rice. (AID photo)



Transplanting &

LT 3,

For thousands of years the Chinese people have been building
ferrdces in order to grow rice on the sides of steef mountaing.



In flooded rice felds, [apanese women transplant seedlings.
There will be o celebration when this arduous job iz done.

A Thai girl harvests rice, the basic food for millions of the

world’s people.

i the island of Taiwan, farmer Chen Lin-An and o neighbar
spread rice to dry in the sun

.,-“. Korean farm-wife uses a wooden mill to polish rice = the
last step before it is offered for sale.
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Let them eat potatoes - drive to
wean 240m Indonesians off rice

Apence France-Presse in Clgupr

Indonesia is one of the world's big-
gest producers —and consumers - of
rice, but in the interests of public
health and food sustainability the

nt has laounched an ambi-
tious drive to wean people off thelr
belorved staple.

For ardinary Indonesians like
Andi Sanioso, a 23-year-old student.
thethought of going without ee fora
day, as the grvermment ks proposing,
Is almost wnthinkable

1 eax rice for breabdast, lunch and
dinmer,” he sald, a little bemused.

“If [ don't eat viee, | feed like I ha-
ven'teaten. What else can | eat?”

Welfare Minlstry secretary In-
droyono Soesllo says the answer is
simple, even if it sounds crazy toa
coumtry that produces mose than 40
million tonnes of rice ayear and con-
sumes about 33 million tonnes. He
likens the push for alternative
sources of nutrition toasking asmok-
erto give up cigarethes.

“We urge Indonesians to kick
their habit of eating rice. We need to
diversify our diets,” he said, “Indone-
=i produces 66 kinds of other carbo-
hyydrates, such as com, 5agn, cassva,
swoet potato, potato and others,
These all can replace rice for two out
of three meals a day, for eample.”

With 240 million mouths to fised,
Indonesia s the world's fourth-most
populous country, Theaverge Indo-
nesian consumes more thin 100 kilo-
graums of rice a year, more than a lap-
anese or Chinese person.

roasgh improving farming tech-
miguesard a post-cobonial Bri-
rity drive, Indonesia has gone from
belng the werld's biggest fiee impost-

Carbohydrate options
Mumber of potential swhstitwtes for rice
= lika carn, sage, cassava, potats and
sweet potate - that Indonesia produces

et I the 19608 to being sell-sufficient,
But while ree Is plentiful and cheap,
the government is worried that the
country is becoming too dependent
o & single crop.

‘The grain thatsprings iom paddy
fields aeross Indonesia is vulnerable
to shifting global weather patterns,
such as this year's unseasonal raing,
linked toconler sea-surface tempera-
tures in the Pacific, known as the La
Nina effect. Other concerns inchsde

ulation grewith and the shrinking
ap'?apilabiﬁrydwhle land due to fac-
tors like urbanisation and rising sea
levels from global warming, which
the government fears could slash In-
donesia's riee production,

But for millions of poor Indome-
sinns, rice i not just a food staple, it's
a livelitwwod that sustains life and de-
serves worship as agift from thegods,

“Rice is lifie. It gives jobs and food,”
explained Djatl Kusuma, the “king”
of Cigugar, & village in westein Fva
wehisre the anmual Seren Taum fistival

celebrates Dewl Sri, the goddess of !

rice. For three days the villagers gath-
er “tin sk for her protection in onder
o avert disaster and to get an bun-
dant harvest”, ha said at the festival
last momth,

Mo one in Cigngur appears to be
thinking of growing anything differ-
enton the verdant green paddy fields
that flourish in the rdch wlcanic soil
around the village.

‘The paople in Java's rice-growing
villages see the grain as something
noble, oocupying an elevated seat in
the agricultural hierarchy compared
with roots like cassava, which are as-
sociated with poverty.

Industrial growers, bowever, are
rapidhy seeing the potental of crops
like cassava and sago for their dual
uses as food and bio

A September report by the Inter-
nathonal Rice Research Instinute and
the US-based Asia Soclety said Asian
couniries needed to sharply increase
and bester manage rice siocks o im-
prove food security in a region where
E5 par cent of the workd's hungry live.

Asfa’s rice-producing areas are
home to nearky 560 million extremely
poor people, who live on less than
55125 & day. About %0 per cent of
rice is grown in the region, on more
tham 200 milion farms,

A Farmer plants rice seedlings in a paddy field in the village of Cigugur, east of Bandung. Rice is the traditional food
staple for Indenesia’s 240 millian pesple, but the government is trying to get them to diversify their diet. Fhoto: AFP

South China Morning Post
December 13, 2010.

Welfare Ministry
Secretary, “We urge
Indonesians to kick their
habit of eating rice. We
need to diversify our
diets.” “Indonesia
produces 66 kinds of
other carbohydrates, such
as corn, sago, cassava,
sweet potato, potato and
others.”

Andi Santoso, a 23-year-
old student:

“| eat rice for breakfast,

lunch and dinner.”

“If | don’t eat rice, | feel

like | haven’t eaten.”
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Scale 1-10 million
Mar 3. THE TWO MAIN AGRICULTURAL REGIONS OF CHINA
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