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Chan/ Zen Buddhism

A separate transmission outside the sutras (scripture)
independent of words or writing
it points directly to the human mind,

and enables one to perceive one's true nature and
attain Buddhahood
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Teach the disciple without talking, by using hand
signals

A travelling monk visiting public monasteries - = #|
to seek the advice from abbot with spiritual
accomplishment and to engage in investigation of
Chan (encounter dialogue) 2-#% is called # i1 /#



Birth places of Chan/ Zen Schools
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Interpretation

Abbot’s chair used in an ascending the hall
ritual } ¥

Three Jewels (three treasures) of Buddhism

Buddha, Dharma and the Sangha # ~ ;= - i
- Although people from the south and people from

the north differ, there is no north and south in
Buddha nature

- All Buddhist teachings are equal, there is no high
and low teaching

- An eminent monk is sitting on the mountain top
covered by clouds v Z /Z R jiew’ A ¥ - F ¥






Alternative perspective

Chan/Zen represents as an elitist and
antiritualistic, iconoclastic and radical teachings
intertwined with a panoply of votive, apotropaic
¥ 7% and propitiatory forms of practices

Cult of relics, mummies, and the Portrait halls
where the portrait of the patriarchs were kept
The dissemination and uses of Chan master
portraits and eulogy E #

Sentient beings including ghost and local deity
were saved through the ordination and
transmission of Buddhist’s precepts



Portrait halls




1.

Religion in modern times

Joseph M. Kitagawa (1915-1992), a famous
historian of religion has suggested that there are
three fundamental features of all major religious
traditions in the world

A modern preoccupation with the meaning of
human existence, meaning of life. The dominant
contemporary religious question is the human
fulfillment in a complex social world in which
individual people most commonly feel
threatened by alienation and meaninglessness



2. A this-worldly soteriology, a soteriology
centered on this world in which heavens and
hells are usually interpreted existentially.
Salvation is defined as the full achievement of
human potential and harmony within the
communal order of this life

3. A search for freedom, escape from all
confining patterns rather than preservation of
order.



A multitude of monks choose renowned

mountains as their temple site

From Buddhism in the mountains to the
Buddhism in the Human realm, i.e. Humanaistic
Buddhism

From funerary Buddhism to Buddhism of the
living
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Non-confessional studies
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Diffused Buddhism

Hubert Seiwert
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It ’s not enough to tell me what you see. I want
to know where you are standing as you see and
speak, and also why you stand there.

« O’Connor, “Feminist Research in Religion™ in Ursula
King ed. Religion and Gender (Oxford: Blackwell,
1955), p.48



2005 and 2011 Census 1n China
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/ H.K .Zhengyi (Orthodox Unity)
Namo Taoists 2007 Lianhuadi

HES” 4 [y —
e ——— .‘.0

" ik fuﬁ 2




Fieldwork and documents: South China
Research Resource Station newsletter 66

31 years ago, November 12 to 15, 1981
Jinglan shu village (#7/ ) & gr ¥ A
Hakka Namo or fellow monks ' foi ¥ |
First night when presenting memorials to
gods, ritual masters blow buffalo horn and
wielding their paper fans and ritual knives
Second night when enlisting spirit soldiers,
ritual masters performing female ritual
dance by using paper fans and
handkerchief

The fourth night when floating lanterns
ritual masters put on a Buddhist robe



Namo in Yingde, northern
Guangdong







Namo in Huanghua, Yingde,

northern Guangdong 2000
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Namo in Huanghua, Yingde,
northern Guangdong

® ¥ 1R
EE2 A

© "R Exh L {FEL o fRmayg I ALE L
R A () - A EHER o

@ The origin of my master was Buddhist but he also
learnt under another master to become a Taoist. Taoist

belongs to the Shiye Taoism. While Taoism saves the
living (by healing), we Namo save the dead.
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Huanghua, Ying
northern Guangdong 2010

Namo in
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Pu’an Buddhism works together
with Liishan Taoism
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Namo in Yangshan, northern




Lechang Shigong 2000
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Zhaigong in Heyuan, eastern

Guangdong 2010




~ ‘Incense and flower’ monk in
Meixian, eastern Guangdong
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/ Vegetarian mothers in Meixian,
eastern Guangdong
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tian, western Fujian
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‘Memorial for a God parade in western Fujian

our official monk” (Chen seng)
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‘Incense and flower’ monk in

an, southern Fujian 2005

Zhao




‘Incense and flower’ monk in
Tonggu, northwest Jiangxi 2005




Buddho-Taoist &1 in
Wanzai, northwest Jiangxi 2009




Jiangxi 2010

northwest

Buddho-Taoist # #3881 in

Wanzai,




Cihua monastery of the
Chan/Zen monk Pu’an (1115-1169)

e

o e —
e Gy




Transmission ritual in Wanzai
17/02/2006
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Transmission ritual in Wanzai
17/02/2006




Concluding observations

Local popular ritual specialists have a clear
sense of their identity and distinguish
themselves from rival specialists with
considerable clarity

There are groups who clearly identify
themselves with Buddhism

Buddhism has played a major role in shaping
local ritual traditions

This 1s a neglected phenomenon of Buddhism
in the current predominant textual/philological
and historical studies of Buddhism in China.



