From Cooking Utensil to Cosmic Omen:
Ding-tripod as Embodiment of Cultural Memory
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When the; Eirst: Emperor' passed by
Pengeheng, he fasted and prayed at the

shrine, heping toe lift the drng el Zhou frem
the river'Si.. TThousands of people were
ordered to dive) in the water torfinalit, but
Witheut sUccess.




Neolithic period clay: triped




[late Shang| Square Ding found at Anyang temb 1004




[late Shang Ding
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In  the past when, the Xia dynasty: was distinguisned fox
[tS virtiue, the distant regions put inte: picture their
distinctive; objects andl therNine Pastors sent in; the: metal
Of thelr previnces. The a/ng-tripeds were cast, with
iepresentations on them ofi these opjects.  All the
ebjects were, represented, and! [Instructions were given|
for the preparations te be made in| reference tor them, so
that the people might: know! [the distinctions] between
the helpingl anadl the harming spirits. Thus the people,
When they went among the rvers, marshes; hills, and
forests did not meet with' the injurieus things, and the
hill-spirits, menstreus things, and water-spirits did not
meet with them [to do the injury].
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Tihe; Duke of Chu feught with the Rong-people
off Luhun' and reached the Lo River, and
displayed hisiarmy. at the; berder of Zhou. King

Ping off Zheu sent Wangsuni Man te: greet: the
DPuke; of Chu. The Duke off Chu asked about
the size and weightiofi the ang (off Zhaow).
Wangsum replied: 1t (i.e. the pelitical

legitimacy) lies ini the virtte (off the ruler), net
In the aing..”
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Tihe myriad states wWere in harmony, and
the ghosts and spirits;olif moeuntains and
fVers; participated in the grand Sacrifice.

Ihenia precious a/rigwas found, and the
Yellow Emperor ebserved the movement
off the sun;and employed yarrew! divination:




We heard that in the ancient time the Great Emperor made one
divine ding-triped. One; means unification, whichy is the final
leash of the Heaven and Earth and the myriad things. The
Yellow' Emperor made; three divine; aig-tripeds, Which
symbplized Heaven, Earth, and Humanity. The Emperor Yu
collected the metal from the nine states and made Nine d/ig-
tripods;, they:were, all usedl for cooking fiood to; be offered to the
Emperor on High and the Ghoests and Spirits. llhey arose' When

SAges appeared, and were subsequently: moved! to) the courts of
Xia and Shang. Whenrthe virtue of Zheu declined, and the
shrine off Seng was destroyed, the a@/g thusidisappeared and
could net be feund.... Now! the: a/rig comes to: Ganduan palace,;
sNINING With patterns; ofi dragon, carrying unlimitedl blessings,...
It shieuldi be presented! to the ancestors and hidden in the royal
court, soias tocorrespond to the omineus sign.
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he Shyjisays; in the year 23 ofi the King Wellie ofi
Zhoeu, the Niner Dirg-tripeds were trembling. When
metal trembles, it Is the wood that moves; it. At the

time, the house off Zihow was in decline, the
punishment was heavy: and cruel, the erders were not
followed, and thus the metal g/was disturbed. The
dirgwasi the divine vessel in the royal shrine. When
the royall shrineé Is about o) be; abelished, the divine
dirigwasiabout to be moved, therefore It trembled.
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Tihe mountain presents tributestwhile the river ofiers

treasure; It spitsiout gelden aura and exhale

floating clouds.

Ihe divine d/rig appearsiand: itsicolor Is splendid; it
glows Brightly: as it Is covered with dragen: pattern

It (the a/rg) isipresentedl at the, ancestrall temple and
received the divine blessings; it enlightens the
efficacious virtue and lasting fior billien years.
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The divine d/ngis the quintessence; of
suibstance anddecor. It discerns auspicious

andi inauspicious emens. It can be heavy
or'light, and' it canr boll witheut fire, and
Produce five flavors by itself., When the
Virtle of the severeigm Is great, it will then
dppear.




Eastern Zhou Ding







Han lacquer aing-




[Ham| clay: stove




Han clay stove with pots







Mazu temple in Beigang, Taiwan




Song dynasty study off a Zhou
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Coreer 22

Centennial commemoration off Deng Xiaoping
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