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1. Living Redactions: The Salvationist Roots
of Daoist Practice in Central Hunan
David Mozina
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This article examines the nature of "secrA

instructions” (mizhi #: & /| % §) or “secret
transmissions” (michuan F:f% / % f#) at the heart
of many local Daoist lineages. It shows that mizhi
texts are not rigid codifications of core liturgical
knowledge preciously maintained down the
generations of a lineage, but are instead active
processes of redaction— “living redactions.”

David Mozina
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A Library of Clouds: The Scripture of

The Immaculate Numen and
The Rewriting of Daoist Texts

fid

FZ 5 (] E. E. Pettit)
3¢ 150 B TR A B Rt Bl o e o [ % B BB 7

WA 28 (Chao-jan Chang)
AR B IR BUR R R B AR

From early times, Daoist writers claimed to receive
scriptures via revelation from heavenly beings. In numerous
cases, these writings were composed over the course of
many nights and by different mediums. New revelations
were often hastily appended, and the resulting unevenness
gave rise to the impression that Daoist texts often appear
slapdash and contain contradictions. A Library of Clouds
focuses on the rewriting of Daoist scriptures in the Upper
Clarity (Shangqing) lineage in fourth- and fifth- century
China. Scholarship on Upper Clarity Daoism has been
dominated by attempts to uncover “original” or “authentic”
texts, which has resulted in the neglect of later scriptures—
including the work fully translated and annotated here,
the Scripture of the Immaculate Numen, one of the Three
Wonders (sangi) and among the most prized Daoist texts in
medieval China. The scripture’s lack of a coherent structure
and its different authorial voices have led many to see it not
as a unified work but the creation of different editors who
shaped and reshaped it over time.

A Library of Clouds constructs new ways of understanding
the complex authorship of texts like the Scripture of the
Immaculate Numen and their place in early medieval
Daoism. It stresses their significance in understanding
the ways in which manuscripts were written, received,
and distributed in early medieval China. By situating the
scripture within its immediate hagiographic and ritual
contexts, it suggests that this kind of revelatory literature is
best understood as a pastiche of ideas, a process of weaving
together previously circulating notions and beliefs into a
new scriptural fabric.

Endorsement:

“This is a very interesting study and translation of a key Shangqing
text. Innovative and important, the work sheds new light on the
processes of redaction and composition in medieval Daoism. The
basic methodology followed by the authors is textual analysis,
inspired to some extent by source criticism developed in Biblical
studies. A valuable contribution.”

— Mark Meulenbeld,
Associate Professor, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
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Endorsement:

“This is the first monograph devoted to the Scripture of the
Immaculate Numen, an important text in the medieval Daoist
Shanggqing corpus. With exceptional dexterity, the authors examine
the processes by which this scripture was compiled from earlier
Upper Clarity texts, providing us with insights into the origins,
redaction, reception, and transmission of Daoist texts. Using
innovative methodological approaches and reading strategies, they
highlight the complex links between manuscript culture, textual
practices, and ritual processes in early medieval China. The book
includes a full, annotated translation of the scripture alongside
meticulous textual analysis, so it will be useful as a primary
source for students as well as specialists seeking new insights into
medieval Daoism.”
— Gil Raz,
Associate Professor, Dartmouth College
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Publication Preview:
Companion to the Essentials of the Daoist Canon

Edited by Lai Chi Tim

The Daozang Jiyao 38 j g% [the Essentials of the Daoist Canon] is the fundamental Daoist anthology
of the Qing dynasty (1644-1912), which has been the object of an international research project since
2006, involving a team of 70 highly qualified Daoist scholars from various institutions all over the world.
The results of this research — The Companion to the Essentials of the Daoist Canon, will be presented
in the form of 307 articles compiled into a three-volume work, is going to be published in the year 2021.

The Companion to the Essentials of the Daoist Canon, as the title of this collection suggests is
considered to represent the quintessence of the Ming Daoist Canon (Zhengtong Daozang 1F%i3E %) of
1445. On closer examination, only about 60% of the texts are from the Ming dynasty Canon and other
texts are new materials added by the editors of the Qing. The texts coming from other sources which can
be classified as “extra-canonical texts” thus amount to about one third of the collection. With more than
three hundred texts, it is by far the largest Daoist anthology of the Qing period. The contents cover a
wide range of topics from commentaries to Daoist and Neo-Confucian classics, inner alchemy, litanies,
monastic and lay liturgy, moral instructions, epigraphy and much else. In spite of its importance no
companion has yet been produced.

The whole complexity of the textual tradition of this Canon came gradually to light through
bibliographical research done by Monica Esposito, Lai Chi Tim, and other project members. According
to this research, and the analysis of 16 printed copies of rare editions of the Daozang Jiyao extant in
various libraries around the world (China, Taiwan, Japan, France), it is now established with certainty,
the existence of only two basic editions: 1) the Daozang Jiyao of the Jiaqing 3 & (1796-1820) edition
(or known as “old Daozang Jiyao”); 2) the Reprint of the Daozang Jiyao T F)#H iKiE% Erxian’an
(ZfiiFE) edition of 1906 (or “new Daozang Jiyao™), simply abbreviated as “Chongkan”. Thanks to
the discovery of rare editions of this last Daoist Canon, which are preserved in Chinese, Taiwanese,
Japanese, and European libraries, it has become possible to reconstruct the history of the Daozang Jiyao,
study its evolution and prepare the ground for a first critical edition and companion.

Overall, the project involves 70 Daoist scholars and aims at publishing an article for each of the 307
texts of the Daozang Jiyao. Each text compiled in the Daozang Jiyao is the object of one article, with the
aim to provide detailed and well-structured information about the Daozang Jiyao texts and associated
commentaries, which has never been found in the Daozang or the 1607 supplement, not only from the
point of view of their textual history but also and even more on their contents. It is worthy to note that
such information of the majority of the Daozang Jiyao texts is not yet available.The publication of the
Companion to the Essentials of the Daoist Canon will not only contribute to a better understanding
of Chinese Religion of the Qing period but also shed the lights on the philosophical, spiritual, and
intellectual construction of China during the phase of transformation into its current situation. This book
will undoubtedly become one of the references in the academic departments of Chinese studies, religion
studies, history, and other humanities. Furthermore, as Daoism is making its way outside of academic
circles, it is expected that more and more general readers looking for reliable materials on Daoism will
want to add such a compilation into their library.
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New Daoist Studies % FWF 7€ E: iy i 55 (9% 3C)

In order to advance the academic research and
publication on Daoist studies, the Centre has entered
into an agreement with the University of Hawai’i
Press and The Chinese University Press to publish
the “New Daoist Studies” series. This series will be
in English and is projected to release each year.

The scope of the series is broadly defined as all social
sciences and humanities to the study of Daoism. We
call for submissions of English book manuscripts
of original scholarship, which explore Daoism in
its social and historical contexts, from pre-modern
to contemporary period. Submissions will be peer-
reviewed and be endorsed by an academic advisory
board.

Please send submissions to: daoist@cuhk.edu.hk.
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