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Restoring the Lost Biographies of Distinguished
Daoist Masters and Some Textual Research on It

Li Jing

Abstract

The Gao dao zhuan % i 1% (Biographies of Distinguished Daoist Masters;
hereafter, The Biographies), by Jia Shanxiang ¥ % #1, a Daoist master
active in the Northern Song dynasty, is a collection of the life stories
of remarkable Daoist masters from the Later Han to the Northern
Song dynasties, starting with Zhang Daoling 7k i B¥ and ending with
Liu Congshan %] # &. Providing large amount of information on Daoist
masters who lived in the Tang and Song dynasties, the book holds great
value for research about the history of Daoism, Daoist temples and the
lives of Daoist monks during that period. It is a pity that the book had
been lost. Yan Yiping # —3 ever collected the materials of the book,
including information about 85 Daoist figures, compiled them in four
volumes, and incorporated the restored book in his Daojiao yanjiu ziliao
i Z AT % & A+ (Research Documents on Daoism), volume I. However,
Yan failed to notice some materials about those masters available in the
Daomen tongjiao biyong ji i P7if 2 & B f& (Universal Handbook of
Daoist Rituals) and the Shuo fu L3¢ (Collection of Unofficial Histories).
On the basis of these two books and other sources, the author supplements
the existing literature with another 12 masters, bringing the total number
to 96.

The paper intends to shed some light on the author’s efforts to restore
the work, and to provide some evidence and additional information
regarding the biography of Jia Shanxiang, the background to his writings
and the time when the book was lost. The biography of Jia Shanxiang
was first found in a chapter titled “Twelve Immortals in Pengshan ( # .1
+ =44 ),” in the Yudi jisheng 3%l (Geographical Records of Chief
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Sights). The grouping of those immortals had everything to do with He
Gefei #T#JE, a native fellow of Jia Shanxiang, and thus Jia’s biography
was most probably written by He, in the author’s opinion. The paper finds
that The Biographies should have been compiled between 1087 and 1118.
The Lishi zhenxian tidao tongjian J&# AALR2:E 18 4% (Complete History
of the Perfected and the Immortals) mentions that Jia Shanxiang wrote
The Biographies during the reign of Zhezong ¥ % of the Northern Song
(1086-1100). It seems that the written record is a reliable source. As to
the time when it was lost, Ding Peiren T 3%4= judged on the basis of the
Daozang quejing mulu & 38 ¥ 4& B & (Missing List of Daoist Canon) that
when the Daozang i 3 (Daoist Canon) was compiled during the Ming
dynasty, the book had already been lost. Yan Yiping thought that the book
should have been lost during the transitional period between the Yuan and
the Ming dynasties. However, Wang Shizhen £+ & had quoted from The
Biographies in one of his books during the Wanli #, & reign (1573-1620),
which is an evidence of proof that the book should have been lost after
the Wanli reign.

Keywords: Gao dao zhuan Ei#E{#% (Biographies of Distinguished Daoist
Masters), Jia Shanxiang ¥ %M, Daomen tongjiao biyong ji
WME B HE (Universal Handbook of Daoist Rituals),
Donggao zalu W5k (A Miscellanea Written in the Eastern
Fields), Su Shi #fi





