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A Study on the Composition of the Original Version of the Yuhuang
benxing jijing

Hsieh Tsung-hui

Abstract

The paper focuses on the original version of the Yuhuang jijing, showing the
combination of inherited and innovated elements in the composition of the
scripture. First, following the two postscripts by Cheng Gongxu in the version
of the Yuhuang jijing in the imperial library, preserved in the National Palace
Museum (Taipei), we can investigate the composition of the original Yuhuang
Jjijing (1217-1218) from Zitong. The composition of the text was based on
spirit-writing. It was assembled during the hazardous times of war when the
Southern Song dynasty was at war with the Chi in Sichuan. Furthermore,
the author examines the transformation which Zitong underwent at that time,
expounds the salvation thought revealed in the Zitong scriptures, and applies
the method of textual criticism to discuss the contents of the original Yuhuang
Jjijing. Finally, the author contrasts the textual section in the imperial version
of the Yuhuang jijing where the gods are invited, with the canonical Wenchang
dadong xian jijing chps. 1-2 (CT 5). He concludes that both texts stem from the
same tradition. We also can state that the Yuhuang jijing was produced by spirit-
writing employed by a successor of the Taoist-altar of Liu Ansheng in Pengxi
county in Sichuan.

Keywords: Daoism, Zitong, spirit-writing, Yuhuang jijing



