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The Vicissitudes of Daoism on Yuhuang Mountain in
Modern History

Han Songtao

Abstract

The Fuxing guan on Yuhuang Mountain, Hangzhou, was rebuilt by Jiang
Yonglin from donations during the third year of Emperor Tongzhi (1854). From
the late Qing dynasty (1840-1912) to the Republican period (1912-1949), the
Fuxing guan flourished and as a site of a lot of chuanjie {7 activities, became
a famous Daoist temple in the area to the south of the Yangtze River. From the
early 20" century to the early 1950s, Li Lishan was the master of the Fuxing
guan. Li was very proficient in zhai-jiao 35Mf ceremonies, medicines, wushu
2T and shushu BT, and he established Daoist societies in Shanghai and
Hangzhou. People esteemed him as a well-known Daoist of the Quanzhen 4=EL
Order. Li was also an activist, and kept close relationships with the key officials
and influential business men of Shanghai. He initiated all kinds of charities,
much appreciated among the masses. The Gardens & Landscapes Bureau took
charge of the Fuxing guan in 1964, and relegated its case to the Daoist Society
of Hangzhou in 2004. In recent years, the zhai-jiao activities and incense
offerings at the Fuxing guan have been renewed, leading to a revival of Daoism
on Yuhuang Mountain.

Keywords: Daoism, Yuhuang Mountain, Fuxing guan, Li Lishan, Jiang Yonglin



