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Land System, Llneage».v; nd”‘

mmer allzatlon in the
Pearl R|ver

Ye Xian’en

A crucial factor for the prevalence of the lineage system in the Pearl River Delta was the
region’s cultivation system under which both water and land performed important functions.
Since the mid-Ming, the rise of commercialization had spurred the popularization of the
lineage and the spread of this 1nst1tut10n among the common people. Taking the advantage of

: onsciousness into the lineage
‘product of the integration of
teristics and government policies
limiting private occupation of the sands:turne almost all the sandy land into lineage land.
Lineage land then enhanced the economic strength of the lineage. Grains produced in the
sandy land area supported the commercialization of the fields and the embanked land which
had been converted into cash-crop area. Land system, lineage, and commercialization were
thus interrelated and they worked to further each other’s development.




