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A Survey of Wate der the Yuan Dynasty

Chen Gaohua

Historically, the Mongols, who pursued a pastoral livelihood, were not cognizant of the
importance of water conservancy to agriculture. During the periods of the ghanates of the
Mongolian state, water conservancy received scarce attention. Only after the accession of
Qubilai Qan did the Mongol rulers of Yuan China embark on water conservancy and in
consequence establish special administrative agencies.

The Yuan dynasty was short-hved but i ;

isiderable strides in water conservancy
ricultural production. However, most of the
re modest in scale and should not be

; ction was either proportionately drafted
from the general popula ion, or from the households using the water facilities. All these
irrigation works upon completion were placed under a strict management system which was
responsible for regular maintenance and for proper distribution of water resources, but many
of these procedures fell into neglect in later times.




