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Buji on Han Wooden and Bamboo Strips Revisited:
“Zu yong zuo mingji” as a Case Study

(A Summary)

Lai Ming Chiu Ma Tsang Wing

An important issue for the study on military system of the Han dynasty is the employment
of labours as agents to undertake conscriptions. Confined by deficiency in historical
records, scholars in the past could only mostly rely on historical official materials
and annotations made in the Han and Wei dynasties in their discussions of this issue.
However, Han wooden and bamboo strips unearthed in Dunhuang and Juyan in the early
period of the last century have brought a new dimension to the scholarly discussion.
Researchers have remarked that strips inscribed with the character yong ff# are mainly
of the category of mingji 2 %& (official documents registering information of servicemen
or goods). But as for the transcription, title, and format of these strips, their researches
have not yet provided a detailed understanding. The present paper attempts to develop the
understanding of the aforementioned concern and further substantiate knowledge of the
buji {#%E& on Han strips, in particular the category of mingji. The study on collection of
buji serves as the foundation of this paper. It also demonstrates its viewpoint that these
mingji should be designated “zu yong zuo mingji” Z-EVE 4 5.
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Keywords: zu yong zuo mingji, employment of labours as agents to undertake con-
scriptions, collection of buji, format of mingji
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